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“For my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared in the sight of 

all people, a light for revelation to the 

Gentiles and for glory to your people   

Israel”  (Luke 2:30-32). 
 

Have we ever lost focus on our life?  

Have we found ourselves living in the 

past, bemoaning our failures and       

looking for a second chance to do 

things right?  Are we looking into a     

foggy future, wondering what 2021    

will bring?  Are we anxious about the 

New Year? 
 

Simeon’s life was focused.  The Holy 

Spirit worked a strong faith in Simeon’s 

heart and gave him the promise that 

he would see the Messiah before he 

died.  That faith and special promise 

kept his life. Focused.  The spirit led 

Simeon into the temple at the exact 

time Mary and Joseph were there with 

the Christ Child.  Simeon was so       

confident in the Spirit’s promises that 

when he gazed on the baby Jesus, he 

exalted, “For my eyes have seen your 

salvation.”  Even though God’s Son had 

only begun his work, Simeon saw it as 

an accomplished fact.  Simeon’s life 

was so focused on God’s salvation and 

his life was so bound up in the Spirit’s 

promises, that when Simeon saw his 

Savior, he considered his life to be    

complete! 
 

What Simeon focused on was not 

something only he could enjoy, like    

setting some sport’s record or getting 

his name in the Guinness Book of     

Records.  Simeon was focused on the 

“salvation, which God was preparing in 

the sight of all people.” Simeon focused 

on God’s master plan for everyone:  “a 

light for revelation to the Gentiles and 

for glory to your people Israel.”  Jesus is 

the universal Savior of Jew and Gentile 

alike. 
 

Seeing Jesus makes Simeon’s life com-

plete, come what may! Seeing Jesus 

makes our life complete, come what 

may!  The mistakes and sins of the 

past are forgiven.  The foggy future isn’t 

really so foggy after all, because we 

know that the God who cared to give 

the world his very best, will take care of 

all our daily, personal crisis.  “If God is 

for us, who can be against us?  He who 

did not spare his own Son, but gave 

him up for us all – how will he not also, 

along with him, graciously give us all 

things?” (Romans 8:31-32). 
 

The holy, triune God pours out his Spirit 

to bless this unknown stranger, Simeon.  

Should we be afraid that he will pass us 

by as we face unknown tomorrows?  

Surely not! 
 

Dear Lord, fill our hearts with 

confidence as we face the future, 

knowing your dying love            

redeemed the world.  Amen. 
 

Pastor Zirpel 

 Focus on God’s Universal Salvation 
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Celebrating Monthly Birthdays 
 

Redeemer’s ConnecTeam would like to help celebrate 

the birthdays of our 6th-8th graders who are currently 

confirmation students, as well as our confirmed High 

School youth members.  Each youth will receive a 12” 

decorated cookie.  This project is funded with the help   

of a Thrivent Action Card. 

For the month of January we want to wish a very Happy Birthday to Jayden 

Goldsmith (1/6), Valerie Magnuson (1/7), Katelyn Engle (1/8), Jack 

Sanderson (1/9), Talan Willson (1/9), Jordyn Marlow (1/24), Alexys 

Jones (1/30) and Beau Smallcomb (1/30).   Happy Birthday & God’s 

Blessings from Thrivent Financial & the Redeemer ConnecTeam! 

Redeemer Family News & Events 

See Madi Aeikens, DCE with any questions 

 NO ROCK Sunday on January 3. 
 

 High School Youth Group will meet from 4-6pm on               
Sunday, January 10th. We will be going to drop zone.  

 

 Middle School Youth Group will meet from 7-8:30pm on 
Wednesday, January 20th.   

 

 Middle School Youth will have the Confirmation Lock-In 
from 6pm-Midnight on Friday, January 22nd.  

 Order your Superbowl Subs this month star ting Sunday,     
January 10th through Sunday, January 31st.  
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Dear Redeemer 
Members & Friends 

 

To the Secret Christian who is placing 

the beautiful book covers in the mail 

boxes: Thank you for spreading your 

Christian heart-warming love!           

Proverbs 11:25 “A generous person    

will prosper; whoever refreshes others 

will be refreshed. 
 

A huge Thank You to everyone who 

took tags and brought gifts for the 

Angel Tree. Mid-Step Services was 

overwhelmed by your generosity and 

very grateful!  Thank You! 

Thanks to every-

one who helped 

walk, collate, 

bind, and     

package the    

Winter LWML 

Quarterly.  The 

process took approximately 3 days, 

from 7 am – 8 pm (most days).  

Social Distancing was practiced 

throughout.  A Thrivent Action Team 

card was provided by Yvonne     

Pedersen, which provided snacks, 

subs, and water throughout the days.  

The quarterlies were taken to the US 

post office by Doug Camarigg on 

Monday, December 14. 

Welcome Redeemer’s Newest Members 

Roger & Rose Petersen, by Transfer on 

On Nov. 29, 2020. Roger & Rose Petersen are 

from Merrill, IA. “We live on an acreage between 

Merrill and LeMars on Hwy 75. We have been 

married 46 years and have 5 children; Justin 

(Laurie) Sioux City; Joshua (Kingsley, IA—3      

children-Regan, Ellie, & Addisyn); Alyssa (Travis-

Winter Park, CO– Topher & Tilly); Jamie (Ashley

-Ireton, IA); Kyle (Stacey-LeMars, IA– Landon & 

Daymien).  Roger works for Kellen Excavating in 

LeMars. Rose Works for Wells Bluebunny.  We 

enjoy golfing and spending time with our family. 

Alain Gbor, by 

Adult Baptism on 

Nov. 15, 2020.  
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2020 Annual Voters’ Meeting Results 
Redeemer’s new members of the Leadership Council, elected to two-year terms at 

the Dec. 6, 2020 Annual Voters Meeting are Jim Arends, Michelle Callahan, Steve 

Ebsen & Dan Noble. They join current Leadership Council members Doug Behrens, 

Pam Davies, Bob Naylor, Paula Schram & Jerry VanPeursem, all of whom were     

elected to two-year terms in December 2019.  
 

The 2021 Leadership Council will be introduced at worship Sunday, Jan. 10th and 

6:30 PM, Jan. 14 
 

The Leadership Council typically meets at 7:15 p.m. the second Thursday of the 

month in the Conference Room. Meetings are open to the congregation. To have an 

issue placed on the agenda, contact any council or staff member. 
 

The 2021 Budget, as approved at the Voters’ Meeting, is below. 
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Where is He who has been born 
King of the Jews? For we have      

seen His star in the West and have 
come to worship Him!    

  Redeemer Library Committee:  

  Michelle Callahan, Lisa Gottburg,  

  Jeannette Johnson, Sylvia Johnson, 

  Lageane Petersen & Andrea VAnPeursem 

All Things New 
by  Lynn Austin 
In the aftermath of the Civil War, 
Josephine and her mother struggle to 
pick up the pieces of their lives when 
they return to their Virginia plantation,  
but the bitter realities of life after the 
war cannot be denied: their home and 
land are but shells of their previous 
grandeur; death has claimed her father 
and brother; and her remaining brother, 
Daniel, has returned home bitter and 
broken. The privileged childhood 
Josephine enjoyed now seems like a 
long-ago dream, and the God who failed 
to answer any of her prayers during the 
war is lost to her as well. With skill and 
emotion, Lynn Austin brings to life the 
difficult years of the Reconstruction era 
by interweaving the stories of three 
women—daughter, mother, and freed 
slave—into a riveting tale. 

Brush of Wings: Angels Walking      
Book #3 
by  Karen Kingsbury 
From #1 New Y ork Times bestselling 
author Karen Kingsbury comes the third 
novel in the unforgettable Angels 
Walking series about divine intervention 
and the trials and triumphs of life for a 
group of friends. The team of Angels 
Walking is busier than ever in this epic 
battle between life and death. A Brush of 
Wings is a poignant tale of love, 
sacrifice, and the power of faith.   

The Gathering Storm: Zion Diaries 
Book #1 
by Bodie Thoene, Brock Thoene 
As Nazi forces tighten the noose, 
Loralei Kepler, daughter of a German 
resistance leader, must flee her 
beloved Germany. But is any place 
safe from Adolf Hitler's evil grasp? 
Loralei's harrowing flight leads her 
into the arms of needy child refugees, 
who have sacrificed everything in 
exchange for their lives, and toward a 
mysterious figure, who closely guards 
an age-old secret. Zion Diaries 
ventures into the lives of the inspiring 
and intriguing characters who loved 
intensely, stood up for what was right 
and fought boldly during the dark days 
of World War II and Hitler's rise to 
power.  
 

Her Brother’s Keeper: Amish 
Secrets Book #1  
by Beth Wiseman 
Charlotte Dolinsky had a difficult 
childhood, but her relationship with 
her brother has provided some security 
over the years. She was skeptical when 
he wrote to tell her that he had fallen 
in love with an Amish woman, but her 
life is turned upside down when she 
receives word that her brother has 
unexpectedly passed away. Charlotte 
sets off for Lancaster County 
determined to uncover the truth about 
her brother's death. Even if the Amish 
are known for their spirit of 
forgiveness, will they understand why 
Charlotte chose to deceive them? 
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Seven Men:  And the Secret of     
Their Greatness 
by Eric Metaxas 
Author Eric Metaxas presents seven 
exquisitely crafted short portraits of 
widely known—but not well 
understood—Christian men, each of 
whom uniquely showcases a 
commitment to live by certain virtues 
in the truth of the gospel. Written in a 
beautiful and engaging style, Seven 
Men addresses what it means (or 
should mean) to be a man today, at a 
time when media and popular culture 
present images of masculinity that are 
not the picture presented in Scripture 
and historic civil life. What does it 
take to be a true exemplar as a father, 
brother, husband, leader, coach, 
counselor, change agent, and wise 
man? What does it mean to stand for 
honesty, courage, and charity, 
especially at times when the culture 
and the world run counter to those 
values? 

Seven Women:  And the Secret of 
Their Greatness 
by Eric Metaxas 

In his follow-up to the enormously 
successful Seven Men, New York 
Times best-selling author Eric 
Metaxas gives us seven captivating 
portraits of some of history’s greatest 
women, each of whom changed the 
course of history by following God’s 
call upon their lives. Writing in his 
trademark conversational and 
engaging style, Eric Metaxas reveals 
how the extraordinary women in this 
book achieved their greatness, 
inspiring readers to lives shaped by 
the truth of the gospel.  

  

 We Have Books on CD! 
 

The Hideaway 
by  Lauren Denton 
After her last remaining family member 
dies, Sara Jenkins goes home to The 
Hideaway, her grandmother Mags’s 
ramshackle B&B in Sweet Bay, Ala-
bama. She intends to quickly tie up 
loose ends then return to her busy life 
and thriving antique shop in New Orle-
ans. Instead, she learns Mags has willed 
The Hideaway to her and charged her 
with renovating it—no small task con-
sidering her grandmother’s best friends, 
a motley crew of senior citizens, still 
live there. Rather than hurrying back to 
New Orleans, Sara stays in Sweet Bay 
and begins the biggest house-rehabbing 
project of her career. Amid drywall dust, 
old memories, and a charming contrac-
tor, she discovers that slipping back into 
life at The Hideaway is easier than she 
expected. 
 
 

We Have Movies on DVD! 
 
The Wager  
Starring: Randy Travis 
When the life of mega film star, Michael 
Steele (Travis), is destroyed right before 
the most important day of his life, his 
faith is put to the ultimate test.   

Dare to Raise Exceptional Children: 
Give Your Kids a Sense of 
Purpose, a Sense   of    
Adventure, and a Sense      
of Humor 
By Clint Kelly 

Are you a young parent 
wanting some advice 
about raising your       
children? This practical 
book will strengthen and encourage you as 
you embark on the adventure of growing up 
with your children.  
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Details and convention information can be found on the LWML 
website http://www.lwml.org/2021-convention or the Iowa       

District West website http://www.idwlcms.org/lwml.php    
“eNews – Dec/Jan”  

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS – January 
 

Circle Bible Study: “GOLD, FRANKINCENSE, AND ME!”  
page 16 Winter Quarterly 

 
   Sunday Jan. 10    2:00 PM  LWML General Meeting & Epiphany/  

                                                  Christmas Celebration 

   Monday       Jan 18   6:30 PM  Ruth/Naomi Circle Redeemer Parish Hall  

   Thursday     Jan 21   1:00 PM  Esther/Lydia Circle Redeemer Parish Hall 
 

LWML Christmas Program/Meeting – Sunday, January 10th @ 2:00. – All 

ladies of the congregation are invited to attend.  Program will focus on      

devotion, service, and fellowship.   Service projects: “Have You Been Hugged 

Bags” and fleece blankets for the St Luke’s Unity Point NICU (2 - 1 ¼ yards   

of fleece are needed for each blanket).  Ruth/Naomi Circle will be hosting.   
 

http://www.lwml.org/2021-convention
http://www.idwlcms.org/lwml.php
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Pastor Zirpel’s Bible Corner 
 

What did Rachel steal from her father 

Laban when she fled with her family? 

A: His household gods 

B: All the gold in his chest 

C: Sheep from his flocks 

D: His female servants 
   

 (see page 19 for the answer) 

"You are my hiding place and my shield; I hope  

you your word"  Psalm 119:114 
 

Why This Verse? 
 

Hope is different than wishing. When you make a wish, it’s an optimistic 

yearning for a longshot. Hope, on the other hand, is something you place 

your confidence in. In this verse from Psalm 119, the psalmist declares that 

his hope is in the Word of God. He was expressing his hope, his           

confidence, that the words of God were true. And here's the thing, if the 

Bible is true, if the words written across every page are the very words of 

God, then it changes everything. The way we talk, act, treat other people. 

All of it changes because God’s Word is countercultural. When Jesus, the 

visible image of the invisible God (Colossians 1:15), came to earth, he was 

radically different than any of us had ever been. This is because he lived out 

God’s Word perfectly. When we attempt to live in the same way he did, 

our lives will look drastically different than they used to. If we truly believe 

the words God spoke through His prophets and apostles, if we have put all 

our hope in God’s Word, then our actions and lives should reflect that 

hope. Whether you realize it or not, your actions already reveal your 

heart’s beliefs. Choose a 

command or direction 

from God that you don’t 

currently live out and try 

your best to put it into 

practice. Take note of 

how it changes you. 

Sunday Monday     Tuesday  

3  

8:15 & 10:45 AM Worship Services 

No Rock Sunday 

9:30 AM Adult Bible Study 

9:30 AM Adult Confirmation 

1-3 PM Sudanese Worship 

 

 

4 Preschool classes  

resume for M/W/F 

9 AM Quilting Starts 

11:30 AM Members 

Luncheon at 4 Brothers 

5:30 PM Adult Fitness 
 

 

5 Preschool classes  

resume for T/TH 
3:15 PM Staff Bible  

Study/Meeting 

  
 

8:15 & 10:45 AM Worship Services 

9:30 AM ROCK Sunday 

9:30 AM Adult Bible Study 

9:30 AM Adult Confirmation 

1-3 PM Sudanese Worship 

2-3 PM LWML Meeting 

4-6 PM HS Youth Night 

HS Youth selling subs 

11  
9 AM Quilting 

5:30 PM Adult Fitness 

 
 

12 3:15 PM Staff 

Bible Study/Meeting 

6:30 PM ConnecTeam 

Meeting 

7 PM Zoom Bible Study 

 

 

 

17  
8:15 & 10:45 AM Worship  

9:30 AM ROCK Sunday 

9:30 AM Adult Bible Study 

9:30 AM Adult Confirmation 

1-3 PM Sudanese Worship 

 

 

18  
9 AM Quilting 

5:30 PM Adult Fitness 

6:30 PM Ruth/Naomi 

Circle 

7 PM Compassionate 

Friends Mtg 
 

19 11 AM Retired  

Educators Carry-Out 

Meals/MWM 
3:15 PM Staff Bible Study/Mt 

7 PM Zoom Bible Study 

 

24 
8:15 & 10:45 AM Worship Services 

9:30 AM ROCK Sunday 

9:30 AM Adult Bible Study 

9:30 AM Adult Confirmation 

1-3 PM Sudanese Worship 
 

25  
9 AM Quilting 

5:30 PM Adult Fitness 
 

26  

3:15 PM Staff Bible 
 Study/Meeting 

5 PM Aktion Carry-Out 

Meal– MWM 

5:30 PM Adult Fitness 

7 PM Zoom Bible Study 

31 
8:15 & 10:45 AM Worship Services 

9:30 AM ROCK Sunday 

9:30 AM Adult Bible Study 

9:30 AM Adult Confirmation 

1-3 PM Sudanese Worship 

HS Youth-Last Day to orders subs 
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        Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

6  
5-5:40 PM Midweek Meal– Pigs in a Blanket 

5-7 PM Midweek  

5-7 PM ROCK Wednesday 

6 PM Handbells 

7:15 PM Adult Choir 

7 5:30 PM-Adult  
  Fitness 

6:30 PM-Worship 

 

1 Office is 

Closed 
 
 

8  
9-noon  

Food Shelf 

9  
 
 

13  

5-5:40 PM Midweek Meal- Chicken 

  Noodle Soup & Ham Sandwich 
5-7 PM Midweek  

5-7 PM ROCK Wednesday 

6 PM Handbells 

7:15 PM Adult Choir 

14  
9:15 Siouxland 
MOMS Group 

5:30 PM Adult 

Fitness 

6:30 PM Worship 
w/Holy Communion  

7:15 PM Leadership 

Council Mtg. 
 

15  
 

9-noon  

Food Shelf 
 

16 7:30 AM  

Red M&M’s 

Bible Study & 

Breakfast 

20   No Preschool 

5-5:40 PM Midweek Meal– Taverns 
5-7 PM Midweek  

5-7 PM ROCK Wednesday 

6 PM Handbells 

7-8:30 PM Middle Youth Night 

7:15 PM Adult Choir 

2110 AM 
Thrivent Choice Mt 

1 PM Esther/Lydia 

Circle 

5:30 PM Adult 

Fitness 

6:30 PM Worship 

7 PM Elders Mtg. 

22 
9-noon  

Food Shelf 
6 PM-Midnight  

Confirmation 

Lock-In 

 
 

23  

 

27    

5-5:40 PM Midweek Meal– Pizza 
5-7 PM Midweek  

5-7 PM ROCK Wednesday 

6 PM Handbells 

7:15 PM Adult Choir 

28 

1 PM Altar Guild 

5:30 PM Adult 

Fitness 

6:30 PM Worship 

 

29 
9-noon  

Food Shelf 

30 

    
EVERY SUNDAY: ( = Holy Communion Sunday)  

  8:15 AM: Traditional Worship;  

10:45 AM: Contemporary Worship  

  9:30 AM: Adult Bible Study; 9:30 AM: ROCK Sunday 

1:00-3 PM: Sudanese Worship Service 

Website: redeemersiouxcity.com;  

Facebook: RedeemerLC 

Youtube: Redeemer Lutheran Church Sioux City  
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Redeemer News and Events 
 

Monthly Luncheon 
The monthly Get-Together Luncheons continue, 11:30 am:  January 4,       

4 Brothers; Bring a friend; everyone is welcome.  Pre-register on the      

Attendance/Involvement card, please.  ~~ConnecTeam 
 

 

2020 Giving Statements 
Giving statements for the 2020 calendar year will be mailed on or before 

Monday, Jan. 20. Look for yours to arrive by mid-month. If you have any   

questions about your statement, please contact Angie in the main office.  

Thank you! 

Offering Envelopes 
Your Offering Envelopes have been placed in your mailbox. Mailbox      

numbers are included on the alphabetical listing of members at the end of 

each set of mailboxes. Please check your mailbox every time you come to 

church. Please stop into the church office or call (712) 276-1125 if you 

need help finding your mailbox or envelopes, or if you have any questions 

or concerns. Thank you! 

Quilting  
Quilting 2021: Quilting will start Monday, January 4th at 9:00 AM.        

Anybody that feels comfortable with quilting at this time just show up 

downstairs in the basement. ~ Judy Buckley 
 

Hy-Vee Receipts 
Time to start saving your Hy-Vee receipts for KinderCottage Preschool!!

All receipts from Sioux City or South Sioux City stores are eligible for the 

School Bucks program. All receipts MUST be dated August 1, 2020, through 

April 25, 2021. The preschool receives $1 for every $100 of receipts we 

turn in. This is an easy way for anyone to support the preschool. Please 

place any receipts in the bin located in the fellowship hall marked Hy-Vee 

receipts. We greatly appreciate your help! 
 

Additional Listening on Sundays: 

1. Good Shepherd Hour- 8:00 AM KSCJ 

2. Lutheran Hour- 8:30 AM KSCJ 

3. Main Street Living- 10:00 AM KCAU, Channel 9.  
 

If you would like to watch Main Street Living at a different time other 

than Sunday morning, 10:30, you can log on to the website 

(www.mainstreetliving.com).  Just hit “Sioux City.” 
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Cooking with Pastor Senstad 
 

 Let’s keep it simple and have some fun.  

 I pulled out an old family favorite that  

 is simple and yet delicious. It goes by  

 many names…we call it Mac and Ham. It’s 

quick, it’s easy and the whole family will eat it. 

Ingredients 

1 pkg. (7-1/4 oz.) Macaroni &  

   Cheese Dinner 

2 cups frozen peas 

1 pkg. (6oz.) Boiled Ham,  

   chopped 

1/2 cups Sour Cream 

 

Directions: 

1. Prepare Dinner in large saucepan as directed on package, adding 

peas to the boiling water the last 2 min. of the Macaroni cooking 

time. 
 

2. Stir in ham and sour cream. 
 

3. Cook 2 to 3 min. or until heated through, stirring frequently. 
 

This should serve a family of four. Enjoy!  
 

God Bless, 

Pastor Senstad  

KinderCottage Preschool  
January 2021 

A Ministry of Redeemer Lutheran Church 

3204 S. Lakeport Sioux City, IA 51106 (712)276-1123 

KinderCottage Direct line (712)224-2273 

Happy New Year and a BIG Welcome to 

2021! 
We hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas 

and hoping that 2021 is a GREAT year! 
 

The MWF classes will be working on the letters 

“S”, “K”, “J” and “O”, as well as the colors gold 

and purple, the numbers 4 and 20, and the 

shapes of a star and octagon. The T/Th classes 

will be working on the letters “L”, “M”, “N” and 

“O” and reviewing colors.  They will also prac-

tice cutting skills. 
 

We haven’t had a lot of snow at the writing of 

this newsletter which is amazing since 2020 has 

been so crazy in about every other way           

possible!  As a reminder to all parents,        

KinderCottage Preschool follows the Sioux City 

Community Schools for weather cancellations.  

If they have a 2 hour late start our morning     

classes are cancelled, if there is a 2 hour early 

out our afternoon classes are cancelled.  If they 

are closed for the day so is KinderCottage     

Preschool. 
 

Both classes will hear the Bible stories about the 

‘3 Wisemen and Jesus feeding 5000’. 
 

New Year Blessings*  

Tara & Michelle  

Christmas Show and Tell 
Our first days back to preschool is 

in January.  EVERYONE is           

encouraged to bring ONE item they received for Christmas to show 

their classmates.  The only rules are that they bring just ONE item and 

it MUST fit in their back pack! Thank You! 

January Dates 

to Remember 

1-3 Winter Break- 

NO SCHOOL 

4 Classes resume 

for M/W/F students 

5 Classes resume 

for T/TH students 

20 NO SCHOOL/

Sioux City out 

District Wide 

January 

 Birthdays 
 

1-1 Carson Bigham 

1-7 Jude Davis 
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January 2021 Bible Verse 

Sarah Kanoy serves the Lord 
through the LC-MS as a missionary 

in East Africa, based in Moshi, 
Tanzania. She provides health and 

hygiene education to the local     
people in their communities 

throughout East Africa. 

 

January Missionary:  
“My soul glorifies the Lord and  

my spirit rejoices in God  
my Savior,…”  

Luke 1:47 

November 2020 Statistics 
Date Church Communion Bible Children's  
 Attendance Attendance Study Church 
11/1 197 185 24 23 

11/8 232 N/A 25 26 

11/15 175 140 18 28 

11/22 189 N/A 18 26 

11/29 153 N/A 15 22 

TOTAL 946 325 100 125 

AVG.   189 163 20 25 

POTENTIAL 1,415 1,047 1,047 368 

PERCENT 12% 11% 1% 2% 
PRIOR YR. 23% 20% 2% 2% 

Treasurer’s Report  Jan.1– Nov. 30, 2020:  

 Actual income:  $622,890 

 Budgeted Expenses:  $688,998 

 Difference: -$66,108 

 Percentage:  90% 

November 2020 
 

Baptism: 

 Adyn Koenck 
 

Adult Baptism: 

 Alain Gbor 

 Shirley Stokes 
 

Transfer in from other LCMS church: 

  Roger & Rose Petersen 
 

Released by Member’s Request: 

  Craig & Barb Brown 

  Concepcion, Monique, Katrina 

& Kelsey Ortiz 

  Bob Pigg 

  Erica, Camden, Kennedy &     

Colten Reynolds 
 

Membership:    11/2019    11/2020 

Communicants     1,192           1,193 

Baptized (unconfirmed)  390          376 

TOTAL    1,582            1,576 

 

Loss of 4 people (-0.4%) 

Even though we can’t 
pay for food or          
pharmaceutical items, 
we do have individuals 
who will shop and       
deliver items. Just call 
712.276.1125. 
 

If you or someone you 
know could use food, 
our Food Pantry is open 
on Fridays, 9-Noon.  
Just bring ID and proof 
of address, and you will 
be served, as much as 
two times a month. 
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Bibi’s Hope Update January 2021 

Phoenix Suns’ Player 

Cheick Diallo Visits Bibi... 

Cheick Diallo is a Malian   

professional basketball player 

who last played with the 

Phoenix Suns. He met with 

Bibi and said he would help 

the orphanage.  We don’t 

know yet how he plans to 

help, but we will keep you 

posted.  

Photos from Past Mission Trips to visit Bibi and 

the Children...Thanks to everybody for their         

continued support to help these wonderful children!  

We haven’t been back to the orphanage since 2019, 

but we communicate with Bibi and the kids via     

messages and facetime.  

Please include the orphanage in your daily       

prayers….Please send prayers for the health of every-

one at ASE-Mali orphanage and for the spread of 

Christian faith in Mali.  Please also pray for the spread   

of Christian faith in the United States and all over the 

world.  Please pray for peace and God’s will in the US 

and around the world.   

 

In Christ, 

Bibi’s Hope Committee 

#HopefortheChildren  

New Water Well 

Ecolog International drilled a new water well for the orphanage which 

provides them with clean water and more water capacity. 

If you have any questions 

about Bibi’s Hope      

Committee or the       

orphanage, please feel 

free to contact Kyle 

Schutte at 712-635-3834 

or Pastor Zirpel.   
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Siouxland Hispanic Ministry  
 

Many of you will be reading this newsletter during Advent. Others will     

receive it in the church bulletins after the New Year, in which case, I ask 

you to think back to Advent. As we move through the Sundays in Advent 

and light an additional candle each week, the brightness swells, remind us of 

the impending arrival of our Lord Jesus, the Light of the World who breaks 

through the darkness. And what a great year it is to remember that this 

Light of the World has come and is coming again!  2020, a year full of dark-

ness in many ways, makes the anticipation and hope of that reality radiate 

more powerfully from our hearts and minds. Sickness, anxiety, depression, 

unemployment, and death shake our foundations, and in doing so, leave us 

asking, “What is still standing?” Answer: Jesus is still stand!  And consequently, 

our hope in Him still stands! Our hope stands more firmly and visibly when 

the rubble of our false gods of self-sufficiency and self-security are lying on 

the ground in pieces. We don’t know what 2021 will bring, and although we 

do pray for peace, health and stability, we remember that no matter how 

dark things get, Jesus is the “light of all mankind. The light shines in the dark-

ness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (John 1:4-5). Nothing—no amount 

of darkness—will ever overcome our Lord! The darkness has lost!       

Encourage one another. We are never fighting for victory, but from victory. 

And our Lord is the Victor! ~~ Pastor Paul Flo 
 

A Couple Notes: 

 We are planning to have a meal together at our recent quarterly     

meeting on December 2. However, with tightened COVID restrictions, 

we decided to hold off until our March 2 meeting at 6:30 pm. If you’re 

able, come join us for fellowship, food, and reflection on how our Lord 

has been at work through us! 
 

 Many of you have had me and my family in your prayers since (nearly) 

all of us have recently come down with the virus. Thanks be to God, 

we are all nearly fully recovered. Thank you for your thoughts, prayers, 

and love! 

 

Prayers: Carmen is almost finished with her chemotherapy. She will have 

surgery at the end of January. Keep her in your prayers. 
 

For Jackeline who has a minor surgery on January 6. 
 

Thanksgiving for a generous donation of $5000 that has arrived in support 

of our Hispanic ministry! Thank you Pastor Dietrich!  
 

CALENDAR: Our Quarterly  Siouxland Hispanic Ministry meeting will be 

on Tuesday, March 2nd at 6:30 pm. Please join us! -Tacos for Dinner! 
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Summary Annual Voters’ Meeting 
 

The Annual Voters’ Meeting of Redeemer Lutheran Church was held at 2:00 
P.M. on Sunday, December 6 in the gym and available by zoom for those unable 

to attend. 
 

56 members were present. 
  

The following people were elected to serve on Leadership Council for        

2021-2023: Jim Arends, Michelle Callahan, Steve Ebsen, Dan Noble, and Paula 
Schram. 
 

After discussion about the Phase 2 Remodel project it, was decided by a show 

of hands to proceed with the project but to eliminate the cry room from these 
plans.   
 

Pam Davies, Treasurer, presented the budget for 2021 and answered questions 
regarding the budget.  After discussion, it was decided by a show of hands to 

rebuild the budget to an income of $754,296.15.  This will include a raise of 
1.25% for the staff and put back $25,000 into line item 580.801 (IOWA        

DISTRICT WEST) 
 

THE following resolutions were passed for 2021: 
 

Pray: That Redeemer continue its rich tradition of praying for missionaries, 
especially the missionary of the month as found in the newsletter.  And resolve 

it to work on supporting new and old outreach efforts. 
 

Obey: That adult members of Redeemer will make it a point to be involved in 

at least one Bible Study during the year 2021, learn a Bible verse of the month, 
and attend worship services at least 3 times a month through the year. 
 

Witness:  That we continue to show our love in our actions.  Especially for 
those in need.  That receive a monthly offering for the Orphan Grain Train 

hunger appeal with part of the money used locally to purchase food from the 
food bank or wherever deemed necessary.  Furthermore, that we continue to 

help serve at the Soup Kitchen. 
 

Encourage: That we resolve to show our love for our inactive members.  
Both by personally inviting our inactive members back to worship, and          

supporting our elders when they are called upon to remove those extremely 
inactive members. 
 

Remain:  That we remain committed to use our time, talent and treasure to 
further God’s kingdom.  In particular, that we would use 50% of the income 

that exceeds our budget for missions.  The Leadership Council will decide on 
what mission activities are supported. 
 

Outgoing Leadership Council members Marc Benson, Dr. Robert Dunker,    

Allen Mehlhaff, and Doug Schrad were thanked for their service. 
 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

A full copy of this meeting may be reviewed in the Church Office.  
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Serving in January 2021 
ACOLYTES:  

January 3: 8:15 AM– Riley Ebner &Delayni Ebner; 10:45 AM– (Open) 
January 10: 8:15 AM– Maggy Mehlhaff; 10:45 AM— Hailey Siepker 

January 17: 8:15 AM– (Open); 10:45 AM— Jesse Jessen 
January 24: 8:15 AM– Hailey Siepker; 10:45 AM— (Open) 

January 31: 8:15 AM– (Open); 10:45 AM— Kelsey Hildman 
 

COUNTERS:  

January 3—Team 3 (Bobolz’s & Schmith’s) 
January 10—Team 4 (Fink & Buckley) 

January 17—Team 1 (Buckley & Lessmann)  
January 24—Team 2 (Mack & Hermelbracht’s)  

January 31—Team 3 (Bobolz’s & Schmith’s) 
 

USHERS: Thurs 6:30 PM: Harlan Feddersen, Sundays: 8:15 AM: Team 1 

(Marc Benson, Kelly Bucy, Larry Nelson).  

10:45: Team 5 (Mark Boyd, Loren Field, Rick Lieber, Les King) 
 

ELDERS: Lou Rossman & Darrin DuBois 
 

PROPERTY CHECK: Jim Phillips 

COFFEE & ROLLS: 
Jan. 3: Youth 

Jan 10: Karen Grieme/Geri Phillips 
Jan 17: Loralee Fink/Karen Vock 

Jan. 24: Don & Barb Jorgensen 
Jan. 31: John & Anita Stansell 

Bible Trivia- A: Genesis 31:17-19 
Then Jacob put his children and his wives on 

camels, and he drove all his livestock ahead 
of him, along with all the goods he had 
accumulated in Paddan Aram, to go to his 

father Isaac in the land of Canaan.  When 
Laban had gone to shear his sheep, Rachel 
stole her father’s household gods.  

The new year brings gratitude for the Lord’s provision over the 

past year and His guidance in planning for the year ahead. As 

you consider your opportunities for IRA contributions, consider 

Lutheran Church Extension Fund. With the traditional IRA,    

contributions may be tax deductible and with a Roth IRA, your 

contributions grow tax free. Contact your tax advisor for more 

information about which IRA best meets your needs. To learn more about 

LCEF’s Traditional or Roth IRA, call 800-843-5233. Your LCEF IRA is a good     

example of spiritually responsible stewardship: saving for your personal future 

financial needs while supporting the work of LCMS ministries in our district and 

across the Synod. When you invest with LCEF, you are not only supporting 

LCMS ministries— you are also partnering with a financial institution that 

shares your Lutheran beliefs. Setting aside a portion of your financial blessings 

for your retirement years is sensible stewardship and maybe it’s a new good 

start for you in 2021! -Carole White, LCEF Vice President carole.white@lcef.org 
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