
I, like most of you, have never seen days 

like these. This COVID-19 and the      

response and reaction of the world is 

like nothing I’ve ever seen. Truthfully, 

it’s a little scary, and it can cause many 

people to feel anxious. Fear of death 

and separation is natural, but God tells 

us in Philippians 4:6 to be anxious of 

nothing…so what are we to think? 
 

As I’ve read my Bible and talked with 

fellow pastors, I’m convinced that      

anxiety is an out-of-control thought   

pattern. It settles over the mind like a 

severe weather system, spewing         

thunderclouds and casting lightning 

bolts. Life feels like an airplane in a     

tailspin. It feeds on what-ifs and worst-

case scenarios. 
 

What if the coronavirus is unstoppable? 

What if a pandemic takes over? I’ll be 

quarantined for weeks! The economy is 

sliding into a bear market. I’ll lose my 

health. I’ll lose my job. I’ll lose it all. 

How will I survive on unemployment? 

Down. Down. Down. 
 

Don’t give in to this thought pattern. It’s 

a sinkhole. Don’t catastrophize your 

way into quicksand. Take a deep breath 

and then… 

1. Pray about it. At the first hint of an 

anxious thought, take the thought    

captive. Don’t tolerate the devil, not 

even for a second. Lasso the anxious 

thought with a word of prayer. Lord, 

there is an intruder at the door! Please 

take over! 

2. Identify the culprit. Generalities are 

not permitted. None of this: “I’m     

worried.” Get specific: Lord, I’m       

worried about the layoffs at work. Now, 

that’s better. But even more detailed: 

I’m worried that I will lose my job. Will 

I be able to find more work? Will we 

have to move? Specificity disarms       

anxiety. 

3. Take a reality check. Is this a             

legitimate concern? Or is this a vague, ill

-defined, rumor-fed possibility? They say 

layoffs are inevitable. Who are they? 

Don’t catastrophize your way into 

quicksand. 

4. Take an action step. Assuming the 

concern is legitimate, what can you do? 

Make a list of two or three steps you 

can take, and resist the urge to try to 

solve everything immediately. 

5.  Ask: “Can God solve this?” Is this 

challenge within His skill set? Is He 

overwhelmed by this setback? Are the 

angels pounding on the door of heaven 

trying to convince Him to come out of 

hiding? Is he resisting? No…I don’t think 

so either. God is never baffled or        

belittled. Take the problem to Him. 
 

Reflect on this verse: “No weapon 

formed against you shall prosper, 

and every tongue which rises against 

you in judgment, You shall condemn. 

This is the heritage of the servants of 

the Lord, and their righteousness is 

from Me, says the Lord” (Isaiah 54:17). 
 

Remember my dear friends, God is with 

us…always! 
 

God Bless you,  Pastor Senstad  

 ‘Be Anxious of Nothing’ 

April 2020 
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Greetings Dear members of the Redeemer Family, 
  

These are unique and interesting days to say, the least. 
When St. Paul sent letters to his church, he often started 
with a word of thanksgiving. He was thanking the Lord for 
the family of faith.  
  

The staff at Redeemer are very thankful for our faith family 
as well. It is in times like these that we cling to our faith in 
Jesus our Lord and Savior, and we pray for each other.  
  

By now we’ve had to live with a great interruption to our 
normal worship style. We have had to become accustom to 
offering our services on the internet. You can still              
participate in worship. You just need to go to our Redeemer       
Lutheran Church Facebook page, or  our YouTube     
channel Redeemer Lutheran Church Sioux City. Or, go 
to our website – www.redeemersiouxcity.com   Facebook 
and our Redeemer website are currently the best ways to 
stay connected with the church. We are also using email. 
  

Hopefully very soon, we’ll be able to greet one another in 
person! But until then, Pastor Zirpel and I are still available 
to talk with, text, or, in certain circumstances, meet in      
person. Sarah (DCE) is still working hard to digitally       
connect with and minister to our youth. Our church staff        
continues to work at the church as well. 
  

Some have asked about offerings. You can mail your         
offerings to Redeemer. Or they can be dropped off at the     
office during normal business hours. We also have an       
electronic giving option via our website.  
  

May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all, 
now and forever.  Amen.  
  

Pastor Senstad    &   Pastor Zirpel 
Psalm 46:1-3          Matthew 28:19-20 
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‘By His Wounds We Are Healed’ 
Holy Week Worship 

   

Services are Online!  
  

 ~ Palm Sunday, April 5 – Coveting Power. In this service, we 

remember that the wounds of coveting power we committed 

against our Lord were laid on Christ on the cross. Palm Sunday    

reminds us that though we have been brought low by sin, our Lord 

will bless us with new life in him through the cross. 

 ~ Maundy Thursday, April  – False Testimony. In this service, 

we remember that the wounds of false testimony we committed 

against our Lord were laid on Christ on the cross. Maundy        

Thursday reminds us that though we have been brought low by sin, 

our Lord will bless us with new life in him through the cross. 

~ Good Friday, April 10 – For Us He Died. In this service, we 

remember that Jesus suffers unto death for our sin. Good Friday 

reminds us that though we have been brought low by sin, our Lord 

will bless us with new life in him through the cross. 

 ~ EASTER, April 12 –  By His Wounds, We Are Healed. In 

this service, we remember that in Jesus’ wounds we are healed. 

Easter Sunday reminds us that though we have been brought low by 

sin, our Lord will bless us with new life in him through the cross.  
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Pastor Zirpel’s Bible Corner 
 

Which Old Testament book commemorates 

the destruction of Jerusalem? 
 

A: Ecclesiastes 

B: Song of Songs 

C: Nahum 

D: Lamentations           See page 10 for the answer 

Mark 10:27 

"Jesus looked at them and said, ‘With man it is impossible, but not with God.             

For all things are possible with God.’” 
 

Why this verse? 

Jesus told a crowd of people that entering the kingdom of heaven was 

difficult. He actually said it would be easier for a camel to pass through the 

eye of the needle than it would be for a rich person to enter God’s king-

dom. This was the opposite of what they thought Jesus would say. Every-

thing they knew and understood about scripture to that point was that 

great wealth was a sign of God's blessings. So, hearing Jesus' words left the 

people in a state of astonishment. People began to blurt out, "Then who 

can be saved?" (Mark 10:26). A fair question. The above verse was Jesus' 

response. “It’s impossible for man to do alone. But with God, all things 

are possible.” And, of course, he was right. There is no way for man to 

save himself. We are a sinful people without the authority required to 

remove our sin. Only God can do this. This reinforces the idea that we 

simply can't be "good enough" or do enough "good works" to earn our 

salvation. But, thankfully, through Jesus, all things are made possible. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS – April 
 

“Circle Bible Study: “Come and See, Go and Tell” 
 

Thurs.  April 16   1:00 pm Esther/Lydia Circle Redeemer Conf. Rm 

Thurs.  April 20  6:30 pm Ruth/Naomi Circle Redeemer Parish Hall 

Sun.     April 26   2:00 pm Spring General LWML Meeting 
 

LWML Spring General Meeting 
° Sunday April 26th at 2:00 

° Ruth/Naomi Circle serving  

° Speaker:  Miss Vanessa Koelling,                  

Miss Iowa Preteen 

° Intake/Service Project: “Undie Sunday” 

Destitute people around the world need basic necessities.        

Thousands of children in India, Latvia,  Liberia, Nicaragua, and    

other countries helped by Orphan Grain Train do not have good 

underwear or socks.  Please bring new men’s, women’s, boy’s or 

girls’s – all sizes are needed.   

° Prayerfully consider running for President or Vice President of the 

LWML…new officers will be elected. 

 

LWML Iowa West District Convention 

Who: Lutheran Women in Mission! 

Where: Camp Okoboji 

When: June 18-20, 2020 

Deadline to sign up: June 5, 2020 
 

Our Grant Proposal has been accepted and will be considered:  Her 

Health Women’s Center – Healthy Relationship  Education.  
 

Iowa District West – e newsletter with all the convention information.   
 

Link http://www.idwlcms.org/lwml.php click on “Special Edition March 2020”  
 

“Praying that God has restored health to all and that we            

will be able to meet in April.” 
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 Memories of Glass: A Novel  
by  Melanie Dobson 
This novel draws from true 
accounts to shine a light on a 
period of Holland’s darkest 
history and bravest heroes. 1942. As war 
rips through the heart of Holland, 
childhood friends, Josie van Rees and 
Eliese Linden, partner with a few daring 
citizens to rescue Eliese’s son and 
hundreds of other Jewish children who 
await deportation in a converted theater 
in Amsterdam. When the enemy finds 
these women, only one will escape. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A Test of Faith: A Novel  
by  Karen Ball 
Anne’s daughter, Faith, is the answer to 
her lifelong prayer to be a mother but 
Anne’s dream is shattered when the 
teenager rejects the love and Anne’s 
love of God. After years pass and God 
heals their relationship, Anne falls 
seriously ill. Faith watches her mother 
weaken, struggles with role reversal and 
leans on God as never before. Through 
all the intricacies of their relationship - 
all the joys and trials - they learn that 
God is with them. He brings them peace 
in the darkness, joy in the midst of 
sorrow, and hope in the face of death.  

Never Let Go: Uncommon Justice #1 
by Elizabeth Goddard  

As a forensic genealogist, Willow 
Anderson is following in her late 
grandfather's footsteps in her quest for 
answers about a baby abducted from the 
hospital more than twenty years ago. The 
case may be cold, but things are about to 
heat up when someone makes an attempt 
on her life to keep her from discovering 
the truth. In this fast-paced and emotional 
page-turner, bestselling author Elizabeth 
Goddard keeps the stakes high, the 
romantic tension sparking, and the 
outcome uncertain until the very end.   
 

Beguiled   
by Deeanne Gist, J. Mark Bertrand 

When novelists Deeanne Gist and 
J. Mark Bertrand first met in a 
Houston critique group, they 
never expected where friendship 
would take them. She wrote romance; he 
wrote crime novels. But growing respect 
for each other's work culminated in the 
decision to try blending their talents into 
this wonderfully engaging story merging 
romance and mystery: When the string of 
robberies takes a strange twist, Logan 
sees the making of a once-in-a-lifetime 
book that seems to circle around this 
charming, eye-catching dogwalker.  

 
 
 

    Redeemer Library Committee:  

    Michelle Callahan, Lisa Gottburg, Diane Hartman,  

    Jeannette  Johnson, Sylvia Johnson, Lageane Petersen,  

    Ann Peterson & Andrea VanPeursem   

 Everything new!   Check us out! 

http://www.idwlcms.org/lwml.php
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Change & Cherish Trilogy  
by Jane Kirkpatrick 
The Change and Cherish trilogy, 
based on the true story of Emma 
Wagner Giesy. 
 

A Clearing in the Wild #1  
When Emma’s outspoken 
ways and growing skepticism lead to 
a clash with the 1850s Bethel, 
Missouri colony’s beloved leader, she 
finds new opportunities to pursue her 
dreams of independence. But as she 
clears a pathway West to her truest 
and deepest self, she discovers 
something she never expected: a 
yearning for the warm embrace of 
community. 
 

A Tendering in the Storm  #2 
Determined to raise her 
children on her own terms, 
Emma suddenly finds herself alone 
and pregnant with her third child, 
struggling to keep her family secure 
in the remote coastal forest of the 
Washington Territory. As clouds of 
despair close in, she must decide 
whether to continue in her own 
waning strength or to humble herself 
and accept help from the very people 
she once so eagerly left behind. 
  
A Mending at the Edge #3 

As a mother, daughter, sister, 
and estranged wife, Emma 
struggles to find her place inside—
and outside—the confines of her 
religious community. Emma reaches 
out to others on the fringe, searching 
for healing and purpose. By blending 
her unique talents with service to 
others, she creates renewed hope as 
she weaves together the threads of 
family, friends, and faith. 

 NEW IMAGINATION STATION 
FOR YOUNG READERS 

 

Problems in Plymouth #6 
by Marianne Hering 
Patrick and Beth's next   
adventure leads them to Plymouth 
Plantation in 1621. There they meet 
William Bradford, Miles Standish, 
and Chief Massasoit, who are trying to 
establish peace between the Pilgrims 
and the Indians. Things are anything 
but peaceful, however, when a musket 
is stolen and the Pilgrims conclude the 
Indians are planning war.  
 

Secrets of the Prince’s Tomb #7 
by Marianne Hering 
"The Egyptians believe that whoever 
opens a tomb will be cursed!" The hot 
sun and sand of ancient Egypt await 
Patrick and Beth in their next         
Imagination Station adventure. The 
cousins are caught between a terrible 
ruler and a nation bound for slavery.  
 

Battle For Cannibal Island #8 
by Marianne Hering 
It's 1852 and cousins Patrick and Beth 
sail to Fiji on the "HMS Calliope" 
under the command of Captain James 
E. Home. They arrive at the islands to 
find that the Christian Fijians are at 
war with the non-Christians.  Patrick 
and Beth learn about sacrificial living 
when they observe missionary Cal-
vert's determination to live on Fiji 
despite the dangers and impoverished 
conditions and that he is willing to 
risk his life to live as Jesus would.  

Lip Reading   
by Harry Kraus, MD 

Dr. Rebecca Jackson, a medical         
researcher, stands on the verge of a 
breakthrough that will transform       
medicine. But she soon discovers the 
reason behind the miraculous progress 
in her research, and it leaves her with a 
nearly impossible choice and little time 
to decide. More than her research is at 
stake. More threatens it than this latest 
revelation.  
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Cooking with Pastor Senstad: Sort of... 
 

 

For nearly 20 years I’ve been finding and trying new recipes. It’s      

always been about the food and fellowship. But now, I found myself 

looking for a recipe to make….Hand Sanitizer? Yep. I can’t believe 

I’m using a recipe for this, but here it is. Don’t eat it. Don’t drink it. 

It’s just for your hands.  So, arm yourself with this softly-scented    

natural homemade hand sanitizer. 

Ingredients: 

5-10 drops lavender essential oil 

30 drops tea tree essential oil 

3 ounces high-proof vodka (you   

can use Everclear), or rubbing     

alcohol can be substituted. 

1 ounce pure aloe vera gel 

¼ teaspoon of vitamin E oil. 

(helps to soften hands!) 

Directions:   
1. Add essential oils and Vitamin E oil to a small glass bowl or         

container and swirl to mix. 

2. Add alcohol to the oils and swirl again. 

3. Combine this mixture with the aloe vera gel and mix well. 

4. Shake gently before each use. (Sanitizer should last several months 

with the addition of Vitamin E and alcohol to help preserve.)     

Transfer hand sanitizer to small, clean bottles. Also, use colored 

bottles so the essential oils in the recipe are not exposed to light. 

This recipe is perfect for throwing into a purse or a backpack! 
 

I hope this helps keep you germ free! 

 

God bless, 

Pastor Senstad 
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 KinderCottage Preschool  
April  2020 

 

A Ministry of Redeemer Lutheran Church 

3204 S. Lakeport Sioux City, IA 51106 (712)276-1123 

KinderCottage Direct line (712)224-2273 

At the writing of this newsletter all programs 

at Redeemer Lutheran Church are on shut-

down due to Covid-19 until further notice!  

This is definitely uncharted waters for all of us 

and we greatly appreciate your patience and                       

understanding.  This shut-down has affected 

many events here at KinderCottage,              

including our Lenten fundraiser meal        

scheduled for March 18th and parent/teacher 

conferences that were scheduled April 6th and 

7th.  We hope to reschedule these events once         

everything clears up with the shut-down!   
 

The MWF classes are scheduled to work on 

the letters’ “U”, “E”, “J” and “Q”, as well as 

the colors orange and purple, the numbers 12 

and 20 and the shapes circle and cross.  
 

The T/Th classes will be working on the        

letters, “W”,”X”, “Y” and “Z”, as well as a 

review of colors, practice cutting and self- 

help skills of buttoning & zipping. 
 

Please go to the church website, 

www.redeemersiouxcity.com and click on the 

preschool link to access letter activity pages 

scheduled for the MWF students as well as 

Bible story coloring pages and a variety of 

other activity pages to do with your child   

during this shut-down! 
 

Both classes will hear the 

Bible stories, Parade for 

Jesus and He Is Risen!. 
 

Easter Blessings* Tara, 

Michelle & Kimberley 

Due to Sioux City 

Schools closing to help 

deter the spread of the 

disease, preschool and 

Mom’s Day Out are not 

in session until further 

notice!  Please go to the 

church website, 

www.redeemersiouxcit

y.com and click on the 

preschool link to access 

a variety of activity 

pages for your child!   

Items will be added as 

our Bible story changes 

every 2 weeks & letters 

& numbers change 

each week!  

April Dates  

to Remember 

12  Happy Easter 

April Birthdays 

7    Ellie Mai 
 

29  Katelyn Duong 
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April 2020 Bible Verse 

“Trust in the Lord with all your      
heart and lean not on your own                 
understanding; in all your ways       
submit to him, and he will make           

your paths straight.”      
   Proverbs 3:5-6 

 
April Missionary:  

Rev. Dr. Daniel and Joan  Jastram– 
Dan & Joan serve as  missionaries 
on behalf of the LCMS throughout 

Asia and are based in Tokyo,    
Japan. 

February 2020 Statistics 
Date Church Communion Bible Sunday  
 Attendance Attendance Study School 
2/2 355 302 35 36 

2/9 349 N/A 30 29 

2/16 314 263 32 34 

2/23 360 N/A 38 33 

TOTAL 1378 565 135 132 

AVG.   345 283  34 33 

POTENTIAL 1,401 1,021 1,021 380 

PERCENT 22% 18% 2% 2% 

PRIOR YR. 16% 16% 2% 2% 

Treasurer’s Report  Jan.1– Feb. 28, 2020:  

 Actual income:  $116,413 

 Budgeted Expenses:  $113,915 

 Difference: +$2,498 

 Percentage:  102% 

February 2020 
 

Death: 

 Richard Ellison 
 

Release per Member’s Request: 

 Kayleigh Hill 

 
Child Baptism: 

 Finnley Kasuske 

 
Adult Baptism: 

 Sean Uhl 

Membership:  2/2019  2/2020 

Communicants  1,184    1,192 

Baptized    396      391 

TOTAL 1,580    1,583 

Gain of 4 people (+ .3%) 

Bible Quiz Answer: from page 4 

D: Lamentations—The Book of Lamenta-
tions is a collection of five separate poems 
lamenting the destruction of Jerusalem.  

http://www.redeemersiouxcity.com
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Redeemer Announcements 
 

April Birthdays: The Middle & High school students will be receiving their 

cookie cakes at a later time in April.  

In the past Redeemer has supported members (and former members) of 

our congregation who are at the Seminary in St. Louis and Ft. Wayne.     

Presently, we have no members at the seminary; however, we do have   

Nathaniel Konkel (baptized at Redeemer) attending.  He is the grandson of 

Clair Jensen and nephew of Galen & Nancy Jensen (all our members).  If you 

are interested in supporting the Nathaniel Konkel Family, please indicate 

that on your envelope/check.  
 

Redeemer's Missionaries of the year for 2020 are the Adam       

Lehman Family and the JJ Wolf Family.  Contributions may be made 

to their accounts to Redeemer Lutheran and earmarked as such at any 

time.  Contributions are then sent through Mission Central (Gary Thies, 

Mapleton) by Redeemer.  Thanks for your consideration! 
 

Always clearly mark your “special” offerings, so that the office can 

make sure that you are credited properly.  Missionary support is always 

sent to Mission Central (Gary Thies, Mapleton, IA) through Redeemer    

Lutheran Church.  Your quarterly statements will reflect your “special”   

offerings if clearly marked. 
 

Saving Hy-Vee Receipts: Time to start saving your Hy-Vee receipts for 

KinderCottage Preschool!! All receipts from Sioux City or South Sioux City 

stores are eligible for the School Bucks program. All receipts MUST be    

dated August 1, 2019 through April 28. The preschool receives $1 for every 

$100 of receipts we turn in. This is an easy way for anyone to support the 

preschool. Please place any receipts in the bin located in the fellowship hall 

marked for Hy-Vee receipts. We greatly appreciate your help! 
 

Check Out Main Street Living-  a Lutheran Television program that is 

endorsed by the Iowa West District of the Lutheran Church-Missouri     

Synod.  The program is broadcast on KCAU on Sunday morning, starting at 

10:00 AM. Website: www.mainstreetliving.com 

The monthly Get-Together Luncheons continue, 11:30 am: May 5, 

Applebee’s.  Bring a friend; everyone is welcome.  Pre-register on the      

Attendance/Involvement card, please.  ~~ConnecTeam 
 

Camp Okoboji: Cubs Week 1 (grades 3-5th) June 7-13; Family Retreat (all 

ages) June 28-July 3; Jr. High Week (grades 6-8th) July 5-11; Cubs Week 2 

(grades 3-5th) July 12-18; Youth Week (grades 8-12th) July 19-25; Family  

Retreat (all ages) July 26-31. *Early bird fees ends a month before the event. 

Sunday Monday  Tuesday  
 

 

 

  

Digital PK-HS meet 

 throughout the  

 week. More info on  

 our website or  

 talk to Sarah. 

 

5
Online-  Worship Services 
 

 

 
 

6  

9 AM Quilting  

5:30 PM Adult Fitness 

 

 

7 3:15 PM Staff Bible  

Study/Mtg 

5:30 Adult Fitness 

 
 

 

12 
Online- Easter Worship 

Services  
 
 

 

13  

9 AM Quilters 
5:30 PM Adult  Fitness 

6 PM Library 

Committee Mtg 

 

14 3:15 PM Staff Bible 

Study/Meeting 

5 PM Aktion Meal/MWM 

5:30 PM Adult Fitness 

 

 

 

19  

8:15 & 10:45 AM Worship Services 

9:30 AM ROCK Sunday 

9:30 AM Adult Bible Study 

9:30 AM Adult Confirmation 

1-3 PM Sudanese Worship 

2 PM Deaf Ministry 

20  
9 AM Quilters 

5:30 PM Adult Fitness 

6:30 PM Ruth/Naomi 

Circle 

 

 

21  
11 AM Retired 
Educators Meal—MWM 
3:15 PM Staff Bible Study Mtg. 

5:30 PM Adult Fitness 

 

26 

8:15 & 10:45 AM Worship Services 

9:30 AM Parish Nurse 
9:30 AM ROCK Sunday-8th gr. Joins H.S. 

9:30 AM Adult Bible Study 

9:30 AM Adult Confirmation 

1-3 PM Sudanese Worship 

2 PM LWML Meeting 

27 
9 AM Quilters 

5:30 PM Adult Fitness 

28 Devotions: 9:45 AM 

Bickford Memory Care,  

10:30 AM Bickford Asst.  

3:15 PM Staff Bible  

  Study/Mtg 
5 PM Aktion Meal/MWM 

5:30 PM Adult Fitness 

EVERY SUNDAY: (=Holy Communion) 

 



~13~ 

 

         Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturda

1 No– Mom’s Day Out 

 11 AM Midweek Recording 
   No Activities here at Redeemer 
 

 
 

2 No– Mom’s 
Next Mtg. 

5:30 PM- 
Adult Fitness 

Online-  Worship 

 

 

 

3  9-noon  

Food Shelf 

 

 

4  
 

7:30 AM 

Red. M&M’s 

8 No- Mom’s Day Out 

11 AM Midweek Recording 

No Activities here at 

Redeemer 

9 Maundy 

Thursday-  
Online Worship 
5:30 PM– Adult Fit. 

 

10 Good 
Friday-  

Online 

Worship 

9-noon  

Food Shelf 

11 

 

15 9 AM Mom’s Day Out 
TBD- Devotions at Whispering 

Creek-Pastor Senstad 

5-7 PM Midweek Meal 

5-7 PM Confirmation Class 

5-7 PM ROCK Wed. 

6 PM Handbells 

7:15 PM Adult Choir 
 

16 10 AM 

Thrivent Choice Mt 
1 PM Esther/Lydia 

Circle 
5:30 PM- Adult 

Fitness 
6:30 PM Worship 

7:15 PM Leadership  

Council Meeting-  

Via– Zoom 

17  
9-Noon Food 

Shelf 
 

18 
 

22   9 AM Mom’s Day Out 

5-7 PM Midweek Meal 

5-7 PM Confirmation Class 

5-7 PM ROCK Wed. 

7:15 PM Adult Choir 

 

 

23 1 PM Altar 

            Guild 

5:30 PM Adult 

6:30 PM Worship 

7 PM Elders Mtg. 

Via-Zoom 

24  
9-noon  

Food Shelf 

 
 

 

 

25 

6 PM 

Supper 

Club at  

Pizza 

Ranch,  

Sgt. Bluff  

29 9 AM Mom’s Day Out 

5:00 PM 6 & 7 grade Midweek 

Celebration 

5:10 PM 8th grade Review  

7:15 PM Adult Choir 

7 PM 8th Grade Questioning 

 

 

30  

5:30 PM Adult 

Fitness 

6:30 PM Worship 
 w/Holy Communion 

  

 

~14~ 

 

Redeemer Family News & Events 
See Sarah Rethwisch, DCE, with any questions 

 

Redeemer, 

What a weird time that we find ourselves in! A virus is shutting down 

schools, businesses, and even preventing us from gathering together in the 

traditional sense. Redeemer is working hard to find new and unique ways to 

bring us all together. Know that there are a lot of fears 

and uncertainties right now, but we can put our trust in 

is the fact that our God is still working! Be reminding 

your peers and your family that: 

 With God all things are possible, Matthew 19:26 

 Nothing is too hard for God, Jeremiah 32:17 

 He hears our prayers, 1 John 5:14 

 God cares about our anxieties, 1 Peter 5:7 

 He works all things for our good, Romans 8:28 

 He created all things, Genesis 1 
 

While the world focuses on the unknowns, let us be a light in this world - 

drawing everyone's attention to the Creator who cares for us, who can do 

all things, who hears our prayers, and watches over us! 
 

Upcoming Events (Please subscribe to the emailing list to get links as 

they come available at https://www.redeemersiouxcity.com/coronavirus): 

-Digital MS & HS Youth Groups: We offering a safe place for people to 

gather together online to talk, to pray, to play video games, to watch    

movies together, and to laugh! Hopefully this will help us feel connected 

and give parents time to relax. 

-Adult Digital Group: We know that 

you are experiencing anxieties as well. 

We want to provide a safe place for 

you to pray, encourage one           an-

other, share ideas, and maybe even 

watch a movie! 

-Sun. & Wed. Programs: Rock      

Sunday & Rock Wednesday devotions 

will be emailed out with videos and   

activities for your family to do together. 

High School & Middle School will meet 

online for discussion & conversations! 

https://www.redeemersiouxcity.com/coronavirus
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Christian Resources of the Month 
 

Redeemer's Online Resources During Corvid-19:  

Website: https://www.redeemersiouxcity.com/coronavirus  

GOOD BOOK GUIDES 
For: Small Group Bible Study Leaders 

Cost: $9.00    

Summary: If you are looking for Bible Studies that really dig into what 

Scripture says and how it applies to your lives, this is a great place to start. 

The material is user friendly, it filled with deep engaging questions, and they 

offer multiple studies covering several topics and Books of the Bible. 
 

YOUTH FOR CHRIST 
For: Unchurched Kids/Adults Wanting To Help 

Website: http://www.siouxlandyfc.org/ 
Summary: YFC aims to grow our ministry to   

unchurched students— to those in desperate need 

of the restorative love of Christ. Every day at thousands of community   

centers, high schools, middle schools, juvenile institutions, coffee shops, 

and local hangouts, YFC staff and volunteers meet with young people who 

need Jesus. The Sioux City/ Le Mars locations are looking for dedicated   

volunteers to come help and are inviting students to attend! 
 

K-LOVE RADIO 
For: All Ages 

Cost: Free 

Download: Apple Store & Google 

Play Store 

Summary: K-LOVE is a Christian Radio station that creates compelling 

media that inspires and encourages people to have a meaningful relation-

ship with Christ. Listen to K-LOVE with their in-app player, explore artists 

bios and songs, get the Verse of the Day, enter contests, and more!  
 

Faith Growth Apps, Podcasts, Websites, etc.: 

https://www.redeemersiouxcity.com/resources   
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Leadership Council Minutes for March 2020 
 

The Leadership Council met on Thursday, March 12, 2020 at 7:15 P.M. 
 

Her Health Women’s Center Annual Banquet will be held Thursday, April 2. 
 

The ConnecTeam continues to work on the internal signage for the hallways 
and downstairs and are hoping to have this complete by Easter. 
 

The high school and middle school will present a Good Friday silent drama 
again this year. 
 

Sarah is currently training leaders on all of the committees she has worked 
with to make the transition for the new DCE easier. 
 

Sarah has turned in her resignation, and her last day at Redeemer will be   

Thursday, May 7. 
 

Approval was given to accept the recommendation from the call committee to 

move forward with the call process for Madi Shellack.  A special voter’s       
meeting has been scheduled for Sunday, March 29 with the purpose of deciding 

if we call Madi Shellack to be the Director of Christian Education for Redeemer 
Lutheran Church. 
 

Phase 2 of the remodeling project will not be starting in May as hoped.  The 
architects continue to be working on plans for Phase 2 of our remodeling    

project.  It appears that the floor in the fellowship hall does contain asbestos so 
decisions need to be made whether we remove it or go ahead and lay over the 

old floor.  Once plans have been finalized, a Voter’s Meeting will be held for 
approval. 
 

Due to Maundy Thursday the Leadership Council is rescheduling its next    
meeting on Thursday, April 16. 
 

Marc Benson and Jerry Van Peursem are getting a committee lined up to look 

at ways we can slow down the traffic in our parking lot to help prevent an   
accident. 
 

Marc Benson and Galen Jensen are also looking into ways to reduce ice on the 
sidewalks and parking lot during the winter months. 
 

During the Covid 19 pandemic the church will remain open for services unless 

the synod or other authorities direct us to do so differently.  We will begin to 
livestream at least the sermon and prayers on Facebook and Youtube for those 

unable to attend. 
 

Justin Popeney has accepted the music director position and will soon be     
installed as our Director of Music. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

https://www.redeemersiouxcity.com/coronavirus
https://www.redeemersiouxcity.com/resources
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Siouxland Hispanic Ministry News 
 

This last month has reminded me, yet again, to 
never assume we know. Without being         

conscious of it, we often make assumptions 
about what people know, why they act how 

they do, what they’re going through, or how 
they will respond. Of course, the easiest way 

to get clarity would be to...talk to them! Spend 
time getting to know them!...but we don’t always 

do that, do we? It’s hard. It involves time. There’s uncertainty. It means leaving 
comfort zones. 

 

Over the last couple months, I’ve been visiting 
Yessenia. We met by knocking on her door,       

introducing ourselves, and asking what needs she 
saw in the community. She was very open to     

conversation and said she’d like to talk more. In 
the following weeks, I stopped by once in a while 

to visit, to ask how her family was doing, and to 
share short prayer or devotion with her. Her     

husband, Alberto joined our conversation during the most recent visit and we 

talked for over 2 hours about everything from life in Mexico, the best tacos in 
town, to snake phobias, to being raised Catholic, to forgiveness. That Sunday, 

Yessenia, Alberto, and their grandson, Rocky, visited us for the first time.     
During the Bible study, Alberto surprised us all when he said, “This is the FIRST 

time in my life that I’ve held a Bible in my hands and read from the Word of God.” 
He’s a lifelong nominal Catholic who seemed very skeptical the first time we 

met. We’ll see what God has in mind for the future. Never assume we know! 
 

In the first picture, you may have noticed someone who looks similar to me. 

It so nice to have a visit from my brother, John, his wife, Hannah, and their 
daughter, Helenna.  
 

Second Picture: Another shot of my wonderful students (and I’ve just begun 
with two more!). During Lent, we’re studying at their homes, then coming to 

the church for dinner and service. This was their very first Ash Wednesday and, 
as usual, I was impressed with all their questions during the ride home. 
 

That's it for now! May our Lord bless you and keep you! Thank you for your  

continued prayers and support of our Siouxland Hispanic Ministry! 
 

Prayers: For my father, Steven, and his health; Carmen as she begins her 6th round of 

chemotherapy; Herlinda & Abino, that Albino might be restored to health; Ivan and 

all who struggle with addiction; that our Lord would continue to open doors for 

meaningful connections with our Hispanic neighbors. 
 

Next Siouxland Hispanic Ministry Meeting:  

Tuesday, June 2 at 6:30 p.m. Come and Join Us! 

~18~ 

 

Bibi’s Hope April 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First floor is done!!  
We have two rooms with 

air conditioning, and one 

of the rooms is being used 

for classroom studies.  

They are spreading the 

news of Jesus Christ!! 

Bathroom sink instead of a hose spicket 
to wash hands!! 
This is the first time they have experienced 

a bathroom sink to wash their hands.  

Our next step is raising money for the 
second floor!! 

Please include the orphanage in 
your daily prayers…. 
Please send prayers for the health of 

everyone at ASE-Mali orphanage and 

for the spread of Christian faith in Mali.  
 

If you have any questions about Bibi’s 

Hope Committee or the orphanage, 

please feel free to contact Kyle Schutte 

at 712-635-3834 or Pastor Zirpel.  

In Christ, 

Bibi’s Hope Committee 

#HopefortheChildren  
 

 https://www.redeemersiouxcity.com/bibi-s-hope-main 

https://www.redeemersiouxcity.com/bibi-s-hope-main
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Dear Redeemer Members 
 

 

Thank You to all who donated pies, helped with the preparation and 
serving of the Ash Wednesday meal, and those that supported the LWML 
through your donations!!!!  We served approximately 183 and after           
expenses have $835 to dedicate toward LWML projects and activities. May 
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the       
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  2 Corinthians 13:14 

I am so grateful to our Redeemer family for the many kindnesses     
extended to me at the time of my brother’s passing. God’s blessings to you 
all. Donna Lahn 

The Ellison’s and our extended family would like to thank everyone for 
all your kind words, cards and prayers, during Rich's illness and after his 
passing. It really helped us get through this most difficult time, and we     
appreciate that. Rick and Sue Ellison and family.  

Welcome New Members 

 

 

Feb. 16, 2020 Baptism: Finnley 
Palmer Kasuske. Parents are 
Tyler & Chandler Kasuske 

Mar. 1 2020 Baptism: Addison 
McSweeny. Parents Lucas &  
Sarah McSweeny 

Dec. 29, 2019 Adult   
Confirmation & Feb. 16, 
2020 Adult Baptism:  
Sean Uhl 

Dec. 29, 2019 Adult 
Confirmation: 
Marrisa Ferris  

March 1 2020 Baptism: 
Emily Rose Martin. 
Parents are Troy &         
Donna Martin 

No-Picture 
Mar. 5, 2020 Adult   
Confirmation: Brian Lay 
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 Serving in April 2020 
ACOLYTES:  
April 19: 8:15 AM– Tyce & Jayden Dolphin; 10:45 AM– David Senstad & 

Mercedes Bethke 
 

April 26 8:15 AM–  Riley & Delayni Ebner; 10:45 AM– Kelsey Hildman & 

Mercedes Bethke 
 

COUNTERS:  
April 19-Team 2 (Mack & Hermelbracht’s)  

April 26-Team 3 (Bobolz’s & Schmith’s)  
 

CARE CORNER: Carol Hamann 
 

PROP. CHECK: Anita Mack 
 

ELDERS: Jeremy Schram & Lou Rossman 
 

Altar Guild: Anita Mack, Vickie Eberly, and Kathy Sudtelgte; Meeting 1 PM 

Thursday, April 23. Hostess: Karen Grieme 
 

USHER TEAMS: Thurs. 6:30 PM: Harlan Feddersen  

Sundays: 8:15 AM: Team 3 (Gary Flammang, Mitchel Bauman, Gary 

Bumsted, Alex Erickson, Paul Fleckenstein, Bob Naylor
 

10:45: Team 7 (Nate Klaumann, Karyl Knecht, Al & Melissa Joens

SUNDAY GREETERS:  

April 19: 8:15 AM: Karen Grieme (N); Paul & Cindy Fleckenstein (S). 

10:45 AM: Les & Judy King (N); Marty & Marcy Delperdang (S). 
 

April 26: 8:15 AM: Gary & Jean Kitzmann (N); Dale & Nadine Henningsen 

(S). 10:45 AM Ruth Simon(N); Dale & Tina Revell (S). 
 

May 3: 8:15 AM: Roy & Melanie Olsen (N); Bob & Pam Naylor (S). 10:45 

AM Scott & Beth Bowman (N); Shirley Westphalen & Rachel Wolfe (S).  
 

COFFEE & ROLLS: 

April 19: Paul & Cindy Fleckenstein 

April 26: Don & Barb Jorgensen  

May 3: Youth
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Planning a party, family reunion, sports practice, meeting or other event at Re-

deemer? Please reserve your spot on Redeemer’s master calendar! This includes 

organizations or groups that meet regularly at church. To reserve a room, stop in church office, 

e-mail redeemerchurchsc@gmail.com or call (712) 276-1125 8 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays. Fees 

may apply. Redeemer’s Facility Usage Policy is at www.redeemersiouxcity.com and in office.  

To have an event published in the newsletter and/or bulletin, please submit infor-

mation in writing, either in person or by e-mailing redeemerchurchsc@gmail.com by the 

15th of the month prior to publication date. Thank you for assisting the office staff in accu-

rately sharing the many events at Redeemer! 

About In Touch: Raw materials - property of God. Final product - written and printed 

by people using ingenuity and strength supplied by God. Editor: Jennifer Lay, Receptionist. A 

publication of Redeemer Lutheran Church, 3204 S. Lakeport St., Sioux City, IA 51106, 

Phone 712.276.1125. Website: www.redeemersiouxcity.com. E-mail: redeem-

er.church.sc@gmail.com. In Touch is published monthly (combined June/July) to inform about 

Redeemer’s programs and report news about Redeemer’s people. Deadline: 15th of month. 

We reserve the right to edit submissions for content/space. 

2019 LEADERSHIP COUNCIL The Leadership Council meets 7:15 PM the 2nd Thursday of the month. 
 

Chairman - Dr. Bob Dunker           At Large members:  
Vice-Chairman - Doug Schrad Marc Benson Scott Bowman Pam Davies 
Secretary -  Paula Schram Al Mehlhaff Bob Naylor 
Treasurer - Lisa Gottburg  
BOARD OF ELDERS: Jeremy Schram, Chairman 

  
The Board of Elders typically meets at 7 PM the last Thursday of the month. Each elder is responsible 
for a number of families. To find yours, use alphabetical breakdown. 
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