
“We are afflicted in every way, but 

not crushed; perplexed, but not     

driven to despair … struck down, but 

not destroyed;  always carrying in the 

body the death of Jesus, so that the 

life of Jesus may also be made visible 

in our bodies”  2 Corinthians 4:8-10 
 

The coronavirus is afflicting us,     

perplexing us, and even striking 

some of us down. Schools have 

closed for the school year,           

restaurants have shut down except 

for carry-outs and delivery, and    

congregations are no longer gather-

ing for worship. Stress, anxiety, and 

fear are being felt in homes across 

our country and around the world. 
 

Coronavirus is a real threat, and 

people exposed to the virus are    

being advised to self-quarantine. In 

addition, everyone is being asked to 

maintain physical distance from    

others to control the spread of the 

virus. But there is danger in social 

distancing. 
 

Church members have decided to 

quarantine themselves voluntarily 

until the danger passes. Many feel a 

sense of duty to their neighbors and 

the public to do whatever they can 

to prevent the spread of the        

coronavirus. 
 

Our congregation of Redeemer is 

“highly motivated.” We care and are 

involved in a lot of public service, 

and we care a lot about the country. 
 

For believers, religion is a             

fundamental source of spiritual    

healing and hope. It’s a remedy 

against despair, providing              

psychological and emotional support 

that is an integral part of well-being. 

It is also an antidote to loneliness. 
 

In worship, we are reminded that 

“the Lord is God. It is he that made 

us, and we are his; we are his      

people, and the sheep of his         

pasture.” When we give thanks to 

God and bless his name, we know 

that “the Lord is good; his steadfast 

love endures forever, and his            

faithfulness to all generations” (Psalm 

100:3-5). The assurance that we are 

God’s people and the sheep of 

God’s pasture is a fundamental 

source of hope for us. God’s       

steadfast love and faithfulness are a 

remedy against despair and the     

foundation of our well-being. 
 

So how do we continue to worship 

and serve the Lord in a time of       

social distancing? 
 

Congregations need to care for 

themselves and the wider               

community by taking steps to slow 

the spread of the virus.  

(continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1) 

This means practicing good hygiene, refraining from hand-shaking,          

maintaining a physical distance from people in public, and avoiding large 

gatherings — including coming together in person for worship. By       

maintaining social distance on Sunday mornings, we are actually 

demonstrating that we love our neighbors as ourselves. 
 

But moving to online worship is challenging. Not everyone is comfortable 

with worship by live-stream, YouTube, Zoom, Facebook Live or some      

other technology. We would rather be together in person than watching a 

service on a computer or smartphone. 
 

Even with these challenges, we can have meaningful online worship by main-

taining our normal order for worship. Church members need the certainty 

of established traditions in an uncertain time. Messages of comfort can pro-

vide psychological and emotional support. Prayers for strength and healing 

can lead to personal and communal well-being. Enabling people to send 

their prayer concerns by email or phone can reduce isolation and build a 

sense of community, overcoming the danger of social distancing. Our online 

services include Scripture and music, since we need the guidance and          

reassurance of all of our worship elements during this stressful time. 
 

Beginning May 3, we will offer Parking Lot Services.  You can drive to 

Redeemer and find a parking spot and listen to the live service on 94.5 FM 

radio station.  Bathrooms will not be accessible, and you will need to keep 

your car windows up.  
 

The closing of a church building does not mean that mission to the          

community has to cease. We continue to pray for public concerns, our 

food pantry is open on Fridays, 9-12, and although we are unable to pay for 

groceries and pharmacy items, we will go shopping and deliver these items 

to anyone in the area. 
 

Mission to the community can continue, even in a time of social distancing. 

Yes, mission may take some unexpected forms, but it remains a sign of 

God’s light in a dark world. “We have this treasure in clay jars,” said the    

apostle Paul, “so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs 

to God and does not come from us” (2 Corinthians 4:7). We are finding the 

“clay jar” mission projects that allow the light of Jesus Christ to shine in our 

Siouxland community. 
 

A public health crisis such as COVID-19 is an important time to be the 

church! Although church members are right to practice social distancing to 

prevent the spread of the virus, this is not the time to become isolated. We 

need to continue to reach out to fellow members and neighbors through 

phone calls, texts, emails and video chats, and to meet in small groups of 

less than ten as needed.  
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Confirmation at Redeemer 

Usually, at this time of year, the 8th grade confirmation students are     

gearing up for the much anticipated and often dreaded ‘questioning 

night.’ Questioning night is what it says—The night in which our         

confirmation students answer various questions concerning their faith 

and what they’ve learned over the past years.   
 

This year, the biggest question is WHEN? When will we be able to 

gather for a proper Confirmation celebration? Our service was moved 

from May 3rd to May 17th. Now we are even concerned about that date.  
 

Since Redeemer is choosing to follow the recommended guidelines of 

social distancing, we have not been assembling for regular worship      

services in our church building. If all goes well and the students all get 

busy and finish up their work, we have the possibility of 6 girls and 7 

boys being confirmed.  
 

Pray for them! Pray that all the students get their unfinished work      

completed and that we soon be allowed to assemble for a proper      

celebration of Confirmation Sunday. 
 

God Bless, 

Pastor Senstad 

Paul’s words have special significance for us in this time of COVID-19:  Yes, 

even in this time of being afflicted, perplexed and struck down, we can   

continue to trust in the Lord of steadfast love and faithfulness. The corona-

virus does not have to crush us, drive us to despair or destroy us, because 

our powerful God is always working to heal us, help us, and work for our 

well-being. 
 

In addition, we are the body of Christ in the world today, and the life of   

Jesus can always be made visible in our bodies, through what we say and do. 

Jesus continues to live through us when we reach out with his love, in acts 

as simple as keeping in touch via phone calls and online communication. 

Even in a time of social distancing, we can continue to worship God and 

serve our neighbors, because Jesus himself has promised to be with us, to 

work through us, and to never let us go. 

Prayer:  “For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 

and his faithfulness to all generations”  (Psalm 100:5).  Amen. 

Pastor David N. Zirpel 

Matthew 28:19-20 
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Senior Tie-Blankets  
The ConnecTeam has made fleece blankets to give to the confirmed,        
graduating seniors of the congregation this year. The committee wants 
the blankets to be a reminder to the seniors that God and Redeemer are 
always with them as they begin life away from home, and possibly away 
from their home church. 

The ConnecTeam, along with several volunteers from the congregation, 
spent several hours making the blankets. Some of the funds they used 
came from Thrivent Action Cards. The ConnecTeam would like to thank 
all of the volunteers who helped assemble the blankets. 

The students who are receiving the blankets in May are Gavin             
Andersen, Michele Becker, Elizabeth Bridge, Thomas Carlson, Olivia 
Dirks, Emma Draube, Patrick Gottburg, Craig Harris, Trenton            
Heimgartner, Ryan Hermelbracht, Karley Jackson, Cameron Jensen, 
Zander Olson, Sean Owens, Alec Patino, Samantha Rosenthal, Melanie 
Schutte, Trevor Stoltze, and Zachary Tonjum. 

Assistant/Volunteer Coordinator 

Part-time job available! 
 

Teresa Linn has resigned as our Assistant Volunteer Coordinator.  

A job description and outline is available on Redeemer’s website:  

www.redeemersiouxcity.com. This position serves the ministry of            

Redeemer Lutheran Church by assisting the Pastors, staff, and 

committee leaders in developing, coordinating, and administering 

an effective and comprehensive team of member volunteers; to 

assist the Associate Pastor and the Evangelism team with            

development and implementation of new ideas and special projects; 

and to provide training and motivation to Redeemer’s volunteer 

committee leaders. If you are interested in this 15 hour per week 

part-time position, feel free to visit with Pastor Zirpel. 

MS Youth Group – since we haven't been able to 

meet in person, Sarah has lead the middle school youth 

in several virtual gatherings during the week for fun and 

games. The MS Youth Group committee plans to       

continue virtual gatherings until the social distancing    

restrictions have been lifted. Dates and times will be 

sent via Remind. Fifth graders are officially part of our MS Youth Group and 

welcome to attend all events. 

http://www.redeemersiouxcity.com
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Please Share Graduation Info for June/July Newsletter 

Congratulations to Redeemer members graduating from high school or  

college! We’d like to share your good news with our members. Please  

complete this form and bring to church office or call (712) 276-1125 by      

Tuesday, May 19 to be on our 2020 Honor Roll of Graduates. Thank you! 
 

Student Name: ______________________________________________________  

Student’s parents/guardians: ____________________________________________  

Graduating from: ____________________________________________________  

Major/degree (if college): ______________________________________________  

Future plans/job (if known) _____________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________  

 Contact number if questions: ___________________________________________  

News from Redeemer: 
Greetings in the name of our risen Savior Jesus! We at Redeemer would 

like to share a few important announcements with you: 

1. We will start ‘Parking Lot’ worship services on May 3rd and continue 

each week until we are allowed to gather in the church building. The 

times will be 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Please note: the doors to the 

church will be locked, and participants are asked to leave window up and 

not exit vehicles at any time.  

2. On-line education opportunities including Sunday school will be at 9:15 

a.m. We will continue offering our worship services on-line. 

3. Hard copies of Sunday sermons and prayers will be available during     

regular business hours. If you’d like a copy delivered to you, please call 

the church 712-276-1125. 

4. If you’d like to submit prayers, call our church office 712-276-1125 or    

e-mail them to redeemerchurchsc@gmail.com. 

5. If you’d like to make a financial contribution to the ministry of Redeemer, 

you may do so by going online www.redeemersiouxcity.com or mail to 

RLC, 3204 S. Lakeport St., Sioux City, IA. 51106 or drop off at the church 

during regular business hours. 
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Pastor Zirpel’s Bible Corner 
 

What reason did Herod give the wise men 

for wanting to find the Messiah? 
 

A: To send a gift 

B: To check out the competition 

C: To invite him for a visit 

D: To worship him        
 see page 15 for the answer 

Revelation 3:20 
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door,      

I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.” 
 

Why this verse? 

Sometimes, the way we describe becoming a Christian is finding Jesus: "He 

was lost, but then he found Jesus." But is Jesus hard to find? In this verse, 

Jesus declares that he's at the door, knocking, waiting for the invitation to 

come in. If Jesus is coming to our door, it makes more sense to say that he 

found us, right? So, maybe it's not so much that we found Jesus, but we 

heard him. Or we finally started paying attention to that knocking on our 

hearts we kept hearing. However the meeting begins, the end result is the 

same — Jesus comes in and eats with us. In biblical times and culture,     

sharing a meal with someone else was a sign of fellowship. In a way, this 

verse is simply stating that Jesus is waiting for people to invite him into 

their lives so that they can become friends. That might be a little bit of an 

oversimplification, but only a little bit. God desires to have a relationship 

with everyone (1 Timothy 2:4). He wants to be with us. The question is, do 

we want to be with Him? If so, all we have to do is open the door and    

invite Him in. 

 

On Sunday May 10, we plan to        
recognize our high school seniors            
following each of the parking lot church 
services. Details are still being worked 
out, but we want to invite everyone to 
help us congratulate our seniors on their 
accomplishments. 

mailto:redeemerchurchsc@gmail.com
http://www.redeemersiouxcity.com
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He is Risen, indeed, Alleluia! 
Greetings Redeemer Lutheran! I would like to introduce myself 
and tell you a little bit about myself. My name is Justin Popeney, 
and I am very excited to serve Redeemer as the new Director of 
Music. 
 

I live in Sioux City with my beautiful wife of nearly 8 years, Ellie, 
and our three children, Kate, Andy, and Penelope. We recently 
moved to Sioux City from Le Mars, where Ellie grew up. During 
our time in Le Mars, I worked for the Wells ice cream plant and 
served alongside my wife as the children’s music director and 
junior high Sunday school teacher at Grace Lutheran. 
 

I am a native of Corona, California, where I graduated from a 
homeschool program in 2010. My interest in music emerged    
during my freshman year in high school when I began studying 
guitar and joined my church’s praise band. After high school, I 
enrolled in the Director of Parish Music program at Concordia 
University, Irvine. During my time at Concordia, I sang bass in 
the university’s touring choir and served on several worship 
teams as a guitarist. 
 

In my spare time, I enjoy playing board games and Xbox,           
canoeing, family movie nights, and practicing tae kwon do, in 
which I hold a third degree black belt. 
 

I am thrilled to be serving here at Redeemer. The pool of musical 
talent is very deep, with endless possibilities for praising the Lord 
with music! I can’t wait to see all of the ways God will use our 
voices and instruments to share the Good News of our             
resurrected Savior. 
 

I look forward to meeting all of you in person when we are able to 
return to our normal routine. In the mean time, please don’t     
hesitate to get in touch with me if you would like to serve at      
Redeemer as a musician or in a technical position. New         
members in our choir, worship band, and handbell choir are      
always welcome, and special music is a wonderful addition to 
any worship service! I can be reached by phone or text at         
712-540-2734 or by email at justinpopeney@gmail.com  

I hope we will all be together again very soon! 
 

In Christ,   
Justin Popeney 

“Meet Justin Popeny – Our New Music Director” 
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 You’ll Get Through This: Hope 
and Help for Turbulent Times 
by  Max Lucado     
These unprecedented and challenging 
times may bring a load of uncertainty and 
fear that feels too heavy to bear. God 
gives us this promise: You’ll get through 
this. God doesn't promise that getting 
through trials will be quick or painless. 
That certainly wasn’t the case for Joseph 
who was tossed in a pit by his brothers, 
sold into slavery, wrongfully imprisoned, 
forgotten and dismissed, but God 
ultimately used the intended evil against 
Joseph for a greater purpose. 
 

Peace With God: The Secret of 
Happiness  
by  Billy Graham 
In spite of a life drenched with 
responsibilities and rewards, are you 
thirsting? Searching for some nameless 
thing that is more important than anything 
in life? You are not alone. All mankind is 
seeking the answer to the confusion, the 
moral sickness, the spiritual emptiness 
that oppresses the world. All humanity is 
crying out for guidance, for comfort . . 
.for peace.  Dr. Graham shares God’s 
gentle, reassuring promise of spiritual 
calm—of authentic personal peace—
amidst a personal life wracked with too 
much stress, too many burdens, too great 
a heartache. 

Life is Tough But God is Faithful: 
How to See God’s Love in Difficult 
Times 
by  Sheila Walsh 
Sheila Walsh has struggled with difficult 
questions and has found some answers. 
Not easy, pat answers, but real-life, lived
-out-in-the-flesh answers that can help 
you find meaning and purpose in spite of 
pain and suffering. “Life is tough, but 
God is faithful" has become Sheila's 
motto.” “When our dreams go sour or 
seem unfulfilled, we can choose to allow 
Satan to slither into our lives or we can 
choose to remember that God is faithful, 
no matter how hopeless life gets." 
 

Fearless: Imagine a Life Without Fear   
by  Max Lucado 
They're talking layoffs at work, 
slowdowns in the economy, flare-ups in 
the Middle East, turnovers at 
headquarters, downturns in the housing 
market, upswings in global warming. 
Imagine your life, wholly untouched by 
angst. What if faith, not fear, was your 
default reaction to threats? If you could 
hover a fear magnet over your heart and 
extract every last shaving of dread, 
insecurity, or doubt, what would remain? 
Envision a day, just one day, where you 
could trust more and fear less. 

 

Redeemer Library Committee:  

Michelle Callahan, Lisa Gottburg, Diane Hartman,  

Jeannette Johnson, Sylvia Johnson, Lageane Petersen,  

Ann Peterson & Andrea VanPeursem  

mailto:justinpopeney@gmail.com
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The Prayer Box: Carolina  
Heirlooms #1 
by  Lisa Wingate 
When Iola Anne Poole, an old-timer on 
Hatteras Island, passes away in her bed at 
ninety-one, the struggling young mother in 
her rental cottage, Tandi Jo finds herself 
charged with the task of cleaning out Iola's 
rambling Victorian house. Running from a 
messy, dangerous past, Tandi never expects 
to find more than a temporary hiding place 
within Iola's walls, but everything changes 
with the discovery of eighty-one carefully 
decorated prayer boxes, one for each year, 
spanning from Iola's youth to her last days. 
Hidden in the boxes is the story of a lifetime
-hopes and wishes, fears and thoughts of an 
unassuming but complex woman passing 
through the seasons of an extraordinary, 
unsung life filled with journeys of faith. 
 

Power of a Praying Nation  
by  Stormie Omartian 
Rather than succumbing to helplessness and 
fear, Christians everywhere are interceding 
for their country. Find encouragement for 
today and hope for the future as Omartian 
reminds believers what it means to be "a 
nation whose God is the Lord." Includes 
sample prayers for our leaders, military, 
police, and firefighters; national healing; 
and more.  
 

Daughter of Joy: Brides of Culdee 
Creek #1 
by  Kathleen Morgan 

Abigail Stanton's whole life was rooted in 
her faith. In the wake of losing her husband 
and young son, Abby sets out alone, bereft 
and heartsick, to discover what God wants 
her to do. As a volatile rancher's new 
housekeeper, Abby is supposed to keep his 
affairs and his daughter in order. Why, then, 
does she feel confusion, passion, desire, and 
anything but order every time they are 
together? Conor tries to hide his own 
seething emotions beneath a cold facade, 
but there is something about his prim new 
housekeeper that sets him on edge. And the 
more ruthlessly he attacks Abby's faith, the 
more his defenses crack. 
 

MUSIC DVD 
A New Hallelujah 
Michael W. Smith 

Live Worship DVD 
 

Recorded live on June 20, 2008 
in Houston, TX with more than 
12,000 worshippers in attend-
ance, artist, composer, author 
and worship leader Michael W. 
Smith recorded his third highly
-anticipated worship album A 
New Hallelujah.  

Grace Alone 
by  Ruth Meyer 
Grace Williams isn’t looking for 
complications. Isn’t life complicated 
enough? She’s a single mom with 
four children and has unresolved 
issues, and her sister nags about not 
going to church. Grace has hang-ups 
about organized religion, she is 
overwhelmed by suppressed guilt 
and grief, she is judgmental, and she 
can’t control her hair. Grace’s life is 
turned upside down when David 
shows up. For anyone who’s ever 
made a mistake, Grace Alone is a 
story about forgiveness, hope, and 
grace in the midst of a messy life.  
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Redeemer Family News  
 

Dear Redeemer, 

I am sad to say good-bye, especially in the midst of Covid-19. I was hoping 

to get to hug everyone and thank you individually for the memories, the 

laughter, the conversations, and the opportunities for growth. But despite 

the circumstances of this good-bye, and the many unknowns ahead, I know 

that God is moving in some very miraculous ways! 

I am planning on getting married in June, if people are allowed to gather 

together again. I will move to Nashville, TN, where my fiancé is currently    

employed. My end goal has always been to be a stay-at-home mom and 

therefore we have been considering how that best plays out in our          

marriage. Since God has provided Josh with an IT position at a Christian 

company with opportunities to continue to advance, we believe that his 

ongoing career growth is what needs to be pursued at this time. God has 

also opened a number of avenues for me – a part-time position as the    

communications coordinator for Iowa District West from afar, potentially 

starting my own Christian travel agency, looking into some religious          

educator positions in schools, and Josh’s congregation is beginning the    

interview process for a potential ‘Director of Family Ministries’. 

It has been a pleasure serving Redeemer over the past two years. Some of 

the highlights of my time here has been going to the National Youth        

Gathering with the High School, teaching Confirmation with the 7th graders, 

and working with the passionate volunteers who pour into Redeemers kids 

and families. Redeemer is poised for continued growth, and I pray God’s 

blessings on your upcoming endeavors. 

As I depart, I am very thankful that the High School Team, Middle School 

Team, Christy Jessen our Family Ministry Assistant, and many others who 

have agreed to step into new leadership roles to continue to support the 

youth and families in our congregation. They will continue to communicate 

through Remind and emails to let you know about upcoming opportunities 

for faith growth and fellowship. 

Redeemer, thank you again for the opportunity to serve and grow with you. 

I wish you and Redeemer’s staff all the best, and I look forward to staying in 

touch with you. 

God’s Blessings, Sarah Rethwisch 
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SUMMARY OF LEADERSHIP COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

The Leadership Council met through Zoom on Thursday, April 16, 2020 at 7:15 
P.M. 
 

Pastor Senstad shared we have received positive feedback and words of thanks for 
offering our services online during this time of COVID 19. 
 

Confirmation is tentatively being planned for May 17. 
  

We have a group of volunteers that are willing to go out and pick up and deliver 
groceries and pharmaceutical needs, or run other necessary errands for those who 
are unable to go out at this time. 
 

Offerings continue to be coming in through mail or are being directly dropped off at 
church. 
 

Sudanese services are also online.  Peter is putting his sermons and songs on Face-
book.  These services are even being watched in Ethiopia and Sudan. 
 

Sarah continues to meet with the middle school and high school youth groups digi-
tally. 
 

VBS is scheduled for July 13- 17 from 3:00 – 5:00 P.M. with Members from Camp 
Okoboji leading it. 
 

We hope to offer parking lot services beginning Sunday, May 3.  Tentative times 
planned are 8:30 and 10:30 with online Sunday School at 9:15.   The Iowa           
Department of Health Guidelines prevent us from having communion at this time.   
As guidelines change, this issue will be readdressed.  
 

Sarah’s last day is May 7.  We will recognize, thank, and give our best wishes to 
Sarah as she prepares to leave our Congregation on Sunday May 3.  This will take 
place at the end of each parking lot service. 
 

Sunday, May 10 we will take time to recognize all graduating services.   Following 
each of the parking lot services we will have a parade for them around the parking 
lot. 
 

Approval was given to hold a special voter’s meeting via zoom on Wednesday, 
April 29TH at 7:00 with the purpose of calling Madi Shellack to be the Director of 
Christian Education for Redeemer Lutheran Church. 
 

With the resignation of Teresa Linn, approval was given for the staff to find and hire 
someone to fill the volunteer coordinator position for 15 hours a week. 
 

Due to COVID 19 the phase 2 remodel project has slowed down a bit.  The archi-
tects have turned in a proposed bid.  The proposed bid came in higher than anticipat-
ed.  Dr. Dunker and Ed Storm are working with them to make changes to bring their 
bid down.  After Leadership Council has approved the plans, a voter’s meeting will 
be scheduled to share and vote to approve us to continue with the phase 2 remodel 
of the fellowship hall and sanctuary. 
 

After COVID 19 we would like to continue to offer online or live-streaming of our 
services.  Finding volunteers, purchasing some new equipment and software, and 
lighting are some of the issues we will have to work through to make this happen. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 P.M. 
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KinderCottage Preschool  
It so hard to believe that the school year has ended 

with the Governor shutting schools down for the 

remainder of the year due to the Covid-19          

pandemic!  This is uncharted territory for all of us! 

We greatly appreciate all of our families and miss 

having your kiddos here at the preschool to play, 

learn and share God’s love with them each day! We 

are trying to offer opportunities for your child to 

continue learning while at home as listed below. 
 

The MWF classes will have the letters X, Y and Z, 

number 9, color blue and triangle shape ending the 

year with a review of letters, shapes, numbers & 

colors this last month.  The T/Th classes will have  

the letters Y & Z as well as cutting skills and        

patterning.  Please go to the church website,           

redeemersiouxcity.com and click on the “Our      

Ministries” tab to link to KinderCottage.  There are 

letter activity pages, number pages, mazes, dot to 

dots and Bible story color pages available for you to 

print out for your child.   
 

We will continue to have chapel via Facebook Live 

on the KinderCottage Facebook page! Pastor      

Senstad will be on May 7 telling us about Jesus     

Calming the Storm, and Pastor Zirpel will share his 

favorite Bible story with us on May 14.  Each chapel 

time will be at 1:30 PM.   If you haven’t already liked 

our Facebook page please go on and check it out!  
 

At the writing of this newsletter, the social          

distancing guidelines dictate groups of 10 or less 

meeting. This policy does not allow us to hold our 

normal graduation ceremony; however, we will still 

have graduation caps and diplomas for each of the 

MWF students.  More information will come as we 

get further into the month of May as to what may 

take place regarding graduation events.  Thank you 

for your understanding regarding this matter. 
 

This is definitely unusual times and not the way we 

like to end a school year! There are SO many hugs, 

goodbyes and end of the year fun that we are all 

missing out on!  We pray that you have been staying 

well and enjoying the extra family time this has pre-

sented us with! 
 

Blessings* Tara, Michelle & Kimberley  

End of Year Packets 
 

We will be reaching out 

to each of the families 

once we get things put 

together in packets    

like we normally do      

at the end of May.                  

Arrangements will be 

available for these to be 

picked up at entrance 

#2 once we have them 

completed! Please feel 

free to contact Tara at 

712-333-9507 via text or 

call if you have any 

questions. 

 

May Birthdays 
10- Emmalynn Rhoades 

13- Ryker Miller 

28- Brooke Burns 
 

June Birthdays 

14- Gracyn Seaton 

18- Trey Walsh 

30- Liam Lane 
 

July Birthdays 
  5- Paul Lindblom 

20- Lerik Wieling 

30- Micah James  
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Cooking with Pastor Senstad 
 

~ Pasta Primavera with Cauliflower Sauce ~ 
 

So you’re stuck spending A LOT of 

time at home. What do you do? Cook 

and eat. I like using a website called 

‘allrecipes’. I found a recipe that I 

think looks tasty. The author noted 

that “If you're not using a high-protein 

pasta, you can double the protein per 

serving by adding 8 ounces cooked and sliced chicken breast. Double the 

sauce in Step 1 to keep the dish creamy.”  
 

My body has difficulty digesting broccoli so I’ll be skipping the broccoli part, 

but it looks good and I hope you enjoy. 

 Ingredients: 
1 tablespoon olive oil 

1/2 cup chopped onion 

2 cloves garlic, minced 

3 cups cauliflower florets 

3/4 cup vegetable broth 

1/2 cup finely shredded Parmesan 

   cheese, plus more for garnish 

1/3 cup water 

1/8 teaspoon black pepper 

 

6 ounces multigrain spaghetti,      

uncooked 

4 cups broccoli florets, (cut into-  

  1-inch pieces) 

1 red bell pepper, cut into bite-size 

strips 

2 tablespoons sliced fresh basil 

1 teaspoon lemon zest (optional) 

1 tablespoon lemon juice 

Directions:   
Heat oil in a small saucepan over medium heat. Add onion and garlic; cook, 

stirring occasionally, until onion is tender, 3 to 4 minutes. Stir in cauliflower 

and broth; bring to a boil. Reduce heat and simmer, covered, until tender, 

about 15 minutes. Uncover and let cool slightly. Transfer to a food            

processor. Add cheese, water, and black pepper. Cover and pulse until 

smooth. Meanwhile, cook pasta according to package directions, adding 

broccoli and bell pepper the last 5 minutes. Drain, reserving 1/2 cup cooking 

water. 
 

Return pasta mixture to pot and stir in cauliflower sauce. Heat through,   

stirring in reserved cooking water (if needed) to reach desired consistency. 

Garnish with basil, zest (if using), lemon juice, and additional cheese. 
 

Eat well my friends! 

Pastor Senstad 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS – May 

  All Calendar of events for May have been cancelled. 

LWML Iowa West District Convention - Cancelled 
 *More information to come...possible virtual convention is being considered.   
 

Begin with God … So We Can Serve Him (Mustard Seed # 40203, 26) 

….God gives His people some specific directions about serving Him. 
 

…what does the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the Lord your 

God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul… (Deuteronomy 10:12)  
 

Serve the Lord with gladness!  (Psalm 100:2a) 
 

Loving service often brings joy to the giver as well as the receiver.  

However, when we’re feeling less than joyful and willing, remembering 

Jesus’ words may provide an attitude of adjustment.   
 

…” Truly I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my 

brothers, you did it to me” (Matthew 25:40) 
 

Service to God and others is thanksgiving and thanks-living, a joyful 

response for all that God had done for us! 
 

“Dear Lord, I thank and praise You for being the God of my 

life.  Thank You for providing opportunities to serve You.  

Help me to serve with joy, showing an attitude that reflects 

Your love to others.  In Jesus’ Name I pray.  Amen” 
 

LWML Leadership & Service Opportunities:  the following officers 

and chairs are needed for the 2020 – 2021 year.  Please prayerfully 

consider taking the opportunity to serve…contact Jackie Krueger at 

712-251-8714 or kruegej@yahoo.com. 

† Redeemer LWML President 

† Redeemer LWML Vice President 

† Redeemer LWML Secretary: Sylvia Johnson 

† Esther/Lydia Circle Chair 

† Ruth/Naomi Circle Chair 

Praying that God has restored health to all                                           

and that we will be able to gather together soon.   
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May 2020 Bible Verse 

Delight yourself in the LORD     

and he will give you the              

desires of your heart 

 Psalms 37:4 
 

May Missionary:  
Deaconess Carol Halter. She is 

serving the Lord in Hong Kong. 

Carol does humanitarian,          

evangelistic and educational     

work among Chinese people of    

all ages who live in Hong Kong. 

March 2020 Statistics 
Date Church Communion Bible Sunday  
 Attendance Attendance Study School 
3/1 336 295 34 36 

3/8 289 N/A 27 34 

3/15 260 236 29 33 

3/22 0 N/A 0 0 

3/29 0 N/A 0 0 

TOTAL 885 531 90 103 

AVG.   295 266   30   34 

POTENTIAL 1,415 1,047 1,047 368 

PERCENT 18% 17% 2% 2% 
PRIOR YR. 21% 20% 2% 1% 

Treasurer’s Report  Jan.1– March 31, 2020:  

 Actual income:  $171,184 

 Budgeted Expenses:  $185,112 

 Difference: -$13,928 

 Percentage:  92% 

March 2020 
 

 

Baptisms: 

 Emily Rose Martin 

 Addison Elizabeth McSweeny 
 

Adult Confirmation: 

 Brian Lay 
 

 

Released per member’s request: 

  Chris Peterson  

  Karen Smith 
 

Death: 

  Reverend Leland Schmidt  

  Elaine Gebhart 

  Bernice Waderich 

  Richard Hansen 

Membership:  3/2019   3/2020 

Communicants  1,178          1,189 

Baptized    396       392 

TOTAL 1,574    1,581 

Gain of 7 people (+.4%) 

* Bible Quiz—Answer: D  
Matthew 2:8 “And he sent them to Bethle-
hem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 
child, and when you have found him, bring me 
word, that I too may come and worship him.” 
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Bibi’s Hope May 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Bibi supports four girls 
from the village. 
Bibi gave four young girls 

from the village the     

opportunity to work at 

the orphanage. It will 

help the young girls and 

be a great benefit to the 

children. 

Above: Donations from the community – 
juice and food!! 
Bibi receives donations from the community 

– juice and food for the kids.   
 

This picture is an article in the paper     

showing Bibi receiving the donations. 

 
Please include the orphanage in your daily prayers…. 

Please send prayers for the health of everyone at ASE-Mali orphanage and for 

the spread of Christian faith in Mali.  
 

If you have any questions about Bibi’s 

Hope Committee or the orphanage, 

please feel free to contact Kyle Schutte 

at 712-635-3834 or Pastor Zirpel.  
 

In Christ, 

Bibi’s Hope Committee 

 
https://www.redeemersiouxcity.com/bibi-s-hope-main 

https://www.redeemersiouxcity.com/bibi-s-hope-main
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Planning a party, family reunion, sports practice, meeting or other event at   

Redeemer? Please reserve your spot on Redeemer’s master calendar! This includes 

organizations or groups that meet regularly at church. To reserve a room, stop in church office, 

e-mail redeemerchurchsc@gmail.com or call (712) 276-1125 8 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays. Fees 

may apply. Redeemer’s Facility Usage Policy is at www.redeemersiouxcity.com and in office.  

To have an event published in the newsletter and/or bulletin, please submit        

information in writing, either in person or by e-mailing redeemerchurchsc@gmail.com by 

the 15th of the month prior to publication date. Thank you for assisting the office staff in 

accurately sharing the many events at Redeemer! 

About In Touch: Raw materials - property of God. Final product - written and printed 

by people using ingenuity and strength supplied by God. Editor: Jennifer Lay, Receptionist. A 

publication of Redeemer Lutheran Church, 3204 S. Lakeport St., Sioux City, IA 51106, 

Phone 712.276.1125. Website: www.redeemersiouxcity.com. E-mail: redeem-

er.church.sc@gmail.com. In Touch is published monthly (combined June/July) to inform about 

Redeemer’s programs and report news about Redeemer’s people. Deadline: 15th of month. 

We reserve the right to edit submissions for content/space. 

2020 LEADERSHIP COUNCIL The Leadership Council meets 7:15 PM the 2nd Thursday of the month. 
 

Chairman - Dr. Bob Dunker           At Large members:  
Vice-Chairman - Allen Mehlhaff Doug Behrens Marc Benson Bob Naylor 
Secretary -  Paula Schram Doug Schrad Jerry VanPeursem 

Treasurer - Pam Davies 

BOARD OF ELDERS: Jeremy Schram, Chairman 

  
 

The Board of Elders typically meets at 7 PM the last Thursday of the month. Each elder is responsible 
for a number of families. To find yours, use alphabetical breakdown. 
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