
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
 

‘Growing in Wisdom’ 

 

Sunday, January 3, 2021 
 
 

As We Gather 

“Let our gladness have no end, alleluia!” (LSB 381:1). “Let our 

gladness banish sadness All throughout creation!” (LSB 371:1). 

These two songs of the Christmas season remind us that we 

are in glad times as we celebrate the birth of our Lord. This 

year, because of the way the days of the week fall immediately 

after Christmas Day, we are blessed by having not one but two 

Sundays after Christmas! Through the Holy Gospel today, we 

hear about our Lord Jesus when He was a young man—one 

who increased in wisdom and stature. Jesus was glad to be in 

God’s house when He was in Jerusalem. Our gladness in these 

special days is heightened by our being here for worship as we 

grow in wisdom and in stature by God’s endless grace! 
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 PREPARATION  
Invocation 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. C: Amen. 
 

Opening Sentences Hebrews 8:10–12; Psalm 122:1 
P: “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 

after those days, declares the Lord: 
C: I will put My laws into their minds, and write them on their 

hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 
P: And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor and each one his 

brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know Me, from 
the least of them to the greatest. 

C: For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will 
remember their sins no more.” 

P: I was glad when they said to me, 
C: “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 
 

8:15 AM Opening Hymn   “Let Our Gladness Have No End” LSB 381 
 

10:45 AM Opening Song   “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P: Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our gracious 

and heavenly Father. 
C: Eternal God, we confess that by nature we are sinful 

people. We have transgressed Your Law in many ways, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not always been wise in our thinking and our 
speaking and our actions. Our motives and thoughts have 
not always been pure. We deserve Your punishment now 
and for eternity. O God, in Your mercy forgive our sin and 
restore us to a full and joyful relationship with You, 
through the merits of Jesus, our Lord. Direct all that we 
do by Your Holy Spirit that in the year now beginning we 
joyfully follow Your will and gladly obey Your 
Commandments as Your redeemed people. 

P: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  
Son and of the Holy Spirit. Now may the God of peace Himself 
sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and body 
be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who 
calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Be at peace. 

C: Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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Introit 
C: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 

seen His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full 
of grace and truth. 

Women: Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to 
our God; for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 

Men:  Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; His 
understanding is beyond measure. 

Women: But the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear Him, in 
those who hope in His steadfast love. 

Men: Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion! 
C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen. The Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us, and we have seen His glory, glory as of the only Son 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

Salutation 
P: The Lord be with you.  C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts 

the true Light of Your incarnate Word. Grant that this Light 
may shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  C: Amen. 

 

10:45 AM Song of Praise “Silent Night / It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” 
 

Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 3:4–15  
(after the reading)… 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 119:97–104 
C: Oh how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day. 
Men: Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, for 

it is ever with me. 
Women: I have more understanding than all my teachers, for Your 

testimonies are my meditation. 
C: I understand more than the aged, for I keep Your precepts. 
Men: I hold back my feet from every evil way, in order to keep 

Your word. 
Women: I do not turn aside from Your just decrees, for You have 

taught me. 
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Men: How sweet are Your words to my taste, sweeter than 
honey to my mouth! 

Women: Through Your precepts I get understanding; therefore I 
hate every false way. 

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Epistle Ephesians 1:3–14 
(after the reading)… 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
 

8:15 & 10:45 AM Special Music “Mary’s Little Boy Child” by Chester 
Hairston- performed by Pastor Senstad and Burt Heithold 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:40–52  
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
Men: The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with 

wisdom. And the favor of God was upon Him. 
 

Women: Now His parents went to Jerusalem every year at 
the Feast of the Passover. And when He was twelve years old, 
they went up according to custom. And when the feast was 
ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem. 

 

Men: His parents did not know it, but supposing Him to be in the 
group they went a day’s journey, but then they began to 
search for Him among their relatives and acquaintances, and 
when they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, 
searching for Him. 

 

Women: After three days they found Him in the temple, sitting 
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 
And all who heard Him were amazed at His understanding and 
His answers. And when His parents saw Him, they were 
astonished. And His mother said to Him, 

 

Men: “Son, why have You treated us so? Behold, Your father 
and I have been searching for You in great distress.” 

 

Women: And He said to them, 
 

Men: “Why were you looking for Me? Did you not know that I 
must be in My Father’s house?” 

 

Women: And they did not understand the saying that He 
spoke to them. And He went down with them and came to 
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Nazareth and was submissive to them. And His mother 
treasured up all these things in her heart. 

 

Men: And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor 
with God and man. 

 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
8:15 AM Hymn of the Day “O God, My Faithful God” LSB 696 

 

10:45 AM Sermon Song “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
 

Sermon 
 

Nicene Creed  
 

Prayer of the Church 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for 

all people according to their needs. We pray for the Church, 
that the light of the Gospel of salvation be proclaimed here and 
everywhere, the wisdom of God be honored and followed, and 
the gifts of God be treasured and shared. Lord of the Church, 

C: in mercy, hear our prayer. 
P: We pray as this New Year begins for our nation and for all of 

the people of the world, that there be an end to hostilities and 
that times of peacefulness and wellness everywhere prevail. 
Lord of all times and all people, 

C: in mercy, hear our prayer. 
P: We pray for our families and our neighbors. Help us to 

remember that each person in our lives is a precious gift from 
God. Guided by the Holy Spirit, help us to choose wisely how 
we invest our time in the coming weeks and find in our 
associations with God’s people a source of mutual support and 
blessing. Lord of all generations, 

C: in mercy, hear our prayer. 
P: We pray for all sorts and conditions of people, especially 

making our petitions for the hospitalized and those who are 
shut in. We pray for those whose lives are in transition, the 
unemployed, those who are downcast or grieving, and for all 
those for whom our intercession is desired, [including . . .]. 
Lord of care and grace, 

C: in mercy, hear our prayer. 
P: As a community of the faithful gathered, we remember those 

who have shared the faith with us and now have departed this 
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earthly life, especially those whose earthly lives came to an 
end in the past year. Direct our ways that we complete our 
journey of life in faith with divine wisdom to direct us. At the 
end of our days, bring us to rejoice together eternally with 
saints and angels and all the company of heaven in light 
everlasting. Lord of eternity, 

C: in mercy, hear our prayer. 
P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in Your mercy through Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Savior.  C: Amen. 

 

Offertory Hymn “Take My Life and Let It Be” LSB 783 

 

 SACRAMENT  
Preface 
P: The Lord be with you.  C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.  C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, Lord our God, for You have had 
mercy on us and sent Your only-begotten Son as the perfect 
sacrifice for our sins. Grant us the gift of Your Spirit, that we 
receive Your wisdom and blessings with thankfulness. Help us to 
treasure the life of faith and worship we share and receive the 
body and blood of our Lord as the guarantee of our salvation and 
as a foretaste of the feast to come in Your eternal kingdom. To 
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and praise, together with 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. C: Amen. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P: Blessed are You…one God, forever and ever.  C: Amen.  
 

The Words of Our Lord  
 

Proclamation of Christ 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim 

the Lord’s death until He comes.  
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.      
P: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your 

body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and 
confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your 



~ 7 ~ 
 

rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension 
into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer  
 

Pax Domini 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  C: Amen. 
Distribution 
 

8:15 AM Distribution Hymns   “O Come, All Ye Faithful” LSB 
379; “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” LSB 380; “Joy to the 
World” LSB 387 

 

10:45 AM Communion Hymns “Hymn of Joy” and “What Child is This” 
 

Post-Communion Thanksgiving 
P: Let us pray…one God, now and forever.  C: Amen. 
 

Benediction 
P: The blessing of almighty God—the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit—be with you now and forever.  C: Amen. 
 

8:15 AM Closing Hymn “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice” LSB 386 

 

10:45 AM Closing Song “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Holy Communion is celebrated at Redeemer in the confession and glad 
confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread 
and wine but His very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness 
of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our 
Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set 
aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that we 
may show forth His death until He comes. We ask visitors who are in doubt 
or hold a confession differing from that of this congregation, and yet desire 
to receive the sacrament, to first speak with a pastor. 

Our worship services will continue to be available, traditional &/or 
contemporary, on our website:  www.redeemersiouxcity.com or you can 
like us on Facebook or find us on YouTube. 
 

Redeemer offerings may be dropped off at the church anytime during the 
week at the south entrance offering box. On Sunday mornings, there is also 
an offering box at the north entrance. You may also mail offerings to RLC, 
3204 S. Lakeport, Sioux City, IA  51106. 
 

Just a reminder that we welcome prayer requests through our church  
e-mail: redeemerchurchsc@gmail.com.  You don’t have to be a member 
to request prayers. 
 

Please take home, or discard into a waste basket, your church bulletins 
as you leave the sanctuary.  Thank You 
 

Right After Church! We are wanting to take down the Christmas 
decorations and we could use your help with taking them downstairs.  If 
you would have a little time right after the second service, we'd like to get 
several people to help carry the decorations down the stairs. 
 

Quilting 2021: Quilting will start Monday, January 4th at 9:00 AM.        
Anybody that feels comfortable with quilting at this time just show up 
downstairs in the basement. ~ Judy Buckley 

The monthly Luncheon will be held on Monday, January 4 at 4-Brothers (once 
again), 11:30 am.  Please contact the office if you plan to attend!  ~~ConnecTeam 
 

Redeemer’s ConnecTeam would like to help celebrate the birthdays of 

our middle school confirmation students as well as our confirmed High 

School youth.  Each youth will receive a 12” decorated cookie.  This 

project is funded with a Thrivent Action Team card.  Happy Birthday 

Blessings go out to those celebrating in January--- Jayden Goldsmith 

(1/6), Valerie Magnuson (1/7), Katelyn Engle (1/8), Jack Sanderson 

(1/9), Talan Willson (1/9), Jordyn Marlow (1/24), Alexys Jones (1/30) and 

Beau Smallcomb (1/30).  High School youth can pick up their cookie at 

the birthday table outside the office on Sunday, Jan 3rd.  Middle school 

http://www.redeemersiouxcity.com/
mailto:redeemerchurchsc@gmail.com
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students will receive their cookies during confirmation on 

Wednesday, Jan 6th.  Happy Birthday & God’s Blessings from Thrivent 

Financial & the Redeemer ConnecTeam! 

Confirmation is back! Midweek students, classes resume as normal this 
coming Wednesday, Jan. 6, 2021. 
 

Leadership Council: We are installing our newly elected Leadership 

Council next Sunday, Jan. 10th at both services. We'll also be introducing 

them at the Thursday evening service on Jan. 14th. 

High School Youth Group will meet from 4-6pm on Sunday, January 

10th. We will be going to Drop Zone. 

Order your Superbowl Subs next month starting Sunday, January 10th 

through Sunday, January 31st. 

LWML Christmas Program/Meeting – Sunday, January 10th @ 2:00. – All 

ladies of the congregation are invited to attend.  Program will focus on 

devotion, service, and fellowship. Service projects: “Have You Been Hugged 

Bags” and fleece blankets for the St Luke’s Unity Point NICU (2 - 1 ¼ yards 
of fleece are needed for each blanket).  Ruth/Naomi Circle will be hosting.  

Middle School Youth Group will meet from 7-8:30pm on Wednesday, 

January 20th. 

Middle School Youth will have the Redeemer Night from 6pm-Midnight 

on Friday, January 22nd. 

If you didn’t have the opportunity to give a Thanksgiving Day offering to 
Lutheran Family Services (counseling agency of Iowa District West), feel free 
to give anytime, carefully noting your offering.  There are envelopes on the 
back counter for the Family of JJ Wolf (missionaries to Africa) and Bibi’s 
Hope Christmas orphanage tables/chairs & Christmas gifts. 
 

Christmas Eve and Children’s Program offerings will go to the JJ 
Wolf Missionary Family in Africa. 
 

Pickleball has started again! Wednesdays 9-11 AM and Sundays 4-6 
PM. Come and learn or get competitive. We have all levels. – Contact 
Robin Johnson at 712-574-2539 if you have any questions. 
 

Additional Listening on Sundays: 
1. Good Shepherd Hour- 8:00 AM KSCJ 

2. Lutheran Hour- 8:30 AM KSCJ 

3. Main Street Living- 10:00 AM KCAU, Channel 9. 

Main Street Living- January 3 airing “This Is the Life” – This episode, 
“A Friend in Deed” explores the Christians duty to forgive those who 
have done us wrong. Worship Service - Rev. Richard Merrill of St. John 
Lutheran Church in Charter Oak, IA delivers the message “A Few More 
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Gifts” based on Ephesians 1:3-14.  Additional information is available on 
the web site: www.mainstreetliving.com. 
 

Your Offering Envelopes have been placed in your mailbox. Mailbox 
numbers are included on the alphabetical listing of members at the end 
of each set of mailboxes. Please check your mailbox every time you 
come to church. Please stop into the church office or call (712) 276-1125 
if you need help finding your mailbox or envelopes, or if you have any 
questions or concerns. Thank you! 
 

Saving Hy-Vee Receipts: Time to start saving your Hy-Vee receipts for 
KinderCottage Preschool!! All receipts from Sioux City or South Sioux City 
stores are eligible for the School Bucks program. All receipts MUST be dated 
August 1, 2020, through April 25, 2021. The preschool receives $1 for every 
$100 of receipts we turn in. This is an easy way for anyone to support the 
preschool. Please place any receipts in the bin located in the fellowship hall 
marked Hy-Vee receipts. We greatly appreciate your help! 

Even though we can’t pay for food or pharmaceutical items, we do have 
individuals who will shop and deliver your items.  Just call 712.276.1125. 
 

If you or someone you know could use food, our Food Pantry is open 
on Fridays, 9-Noon.  Just bring ID and proof of address, and you will be 
served, as much as two times a month. 
 

Come Join Us on Facebook ---- LWML Redeemer Lutheran Church - Sioux City. 
 

Please Like our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/Bibishopemissiontrip 
Follow us for great stories, pictures, and updates. Thank you! 
 

Please Like us our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/RedeemerLC   

Always clearly mark your “special” offerings, so that the office can make 
sure that you are credited properly. Missionary support is always sent to Mission 
Central (Gary Thies, Mapleton, IA) through Redeemer Lutheran Church. Your 
quarterly statements will reflect your “special” offerings if clearly marked.  

Redeemer's Missionaries of the year for 2021 are the Adam Lehman 
Family and the JJ Wolf Family. Contributions may be made to their 
accounts to Redeemer Lutheran and earmarked as such at any time. 
Contributions are then sent through Mission Central (Gary Thies, 
Mapleton) by Redeemer. Thanks for your consideration! 

God bless you and be safe!  Redeemer Lutheran Church Leadership 
Council, Elders, & Staff 
 

Youth Collecting Cans & Bottles! Please bring in all your RINSED IOWA 
5¢ cans and bottles (PLASTIC ONLY-NO GLASS) and place in the 
containers outside the Youth Room Door! Thank You! 
 

Building Healthy Families: Depression is associated with many things, 
but a weak faith is not one of them. Martin Luther himself struggled with 

http://www.mainstreetliving.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Bibishopemissiontrip/
https://www.facebook.com/RedeemerLC/
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depression as did many of our other church leaders. If you are feeling 
depressed, please don’t suffer alone. Luther had the right idea 500 years 
ago when he said, “Solitude produces melancholy. When we are alone 
the worst and saddest things come to mind. We reflect in detail upon all 
sorts of evils. And if we have encountered adversity in our lives, we dwell 
upon it as much as possible, magnify it, think that no one is so unhappy 
as we are, and imagine the worse possible consequences.” Talk to your 
pastor or reach out to a Lutheran Family Service counselor for an in 
person or telehealth conversation. It’s why we’re here! Lutheran Family 
Service - www.LutheranFamilyService.org 
 

SERVING THIS WEEK (January 3, 2020): USHERS: Sun. 8:15 AM-     
Team 1 (Marc Benson, Kelly Bucy, Larry Nelson). 10:45 AM- Team 5 (Mark 
Boyd, Loren Field, Rick Lieber, Les King). ACOLYTES- Sunday 8:15 AM- 
Riley & Delayni Ebner; 10:45 AM- (Open). Technologist: Sun. 8:15 AM- 
Gary Judd; 10:45 AM- Curt Green.  COUNTING TEAM: #3 (Bobolz’s & 
Schmith’s). COFFEE & ROLL SERVERS: Youth 

SERVING NEXT WEEK (January 7 & 10): USHERS: same as last week. 
ACOLYTES- Sunday 8:15 AM- Maggy Mehlhaff; 10:45 AM- Hailey Siepker. 
Technologist: Sun. 8:15 AM- (TBD); 10:45 AM- (TBD).  COUNTING 
TEAM: #4 (Fink & Buckley). COFFEE & ROLL SERVERS: Karen Grieme & 
Geri Phillips 

Record of Our Discipleship: Week Ending December 27, 2020 
Worship Attendance: Sunday, 61+78=139 (9%);  

Christmas Eve 11:30 AM: 73; 4 PM: 109; 7 PM: 64; 11 PM: 36 

Christmas Day: 56 

Adult Bible Study: n/a; ROCK Sun: n/a; ROCK Wed: n/a 

Date Income Budgeted Income  % 

Dec. 27, 2020   $15,594  $14,239  110% 
Year-to-date  $697,706  $745,956   94% 

Building Fund Income:  

    Year-to-date                 Weekly Income              Total 
           $18,905                           $2,225                    $21,130 
 

THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER 
 

Sunday, January 3, 2021 

8:15 & 10:45 AM Worship Services 

9:30 AM Adult Bible Study 

No ROCK Sunday 

9:30 AM Adult Confirmation 

1:00-3 PM Sudanese Worship 

4:00-6 PM Pickleball 
 

http://www.lutheranfamilyservice.org/
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Monday, January 4, 2021    

Preschool classes resume for M/W/F 

9:00 AM Quilting Starts 

11:30 AM Members Luncheon at 4 Brothers 

5:30 PM Adult Fitness 
   

Tuesday, January 5, 2021 

Preschool classes resume for T/TH 

3:15 PM Staff Bible Study/Mtg 
      

Wednesday, January 6, 2021 

9:00 -11 AM Pickleball 

5-5:40 PM Midweek Meal (pigs in a blanket) 

5:00-7 PM Midweek 

5:00-7 Rock Wednesday 

5:30 PM Bible Study 

6:00 PM Handbells 

7:15 PM Choir Practice 
 

Thursday, January 7, 2021 

5:30 PM Adult Fitness 

6:30 PM Worship Service 
 

Friday, January 8, 2021 

9 AM-Noon Food Shelf 
 

Sunday, January 10, 2021 

8:15 & 10:45 AM Worship Services 

9:30 AM Adult Bible Study 

9:30 AM ROCK Sunday 

9:30 AM Adult Confirmation 

1:00-3 PM Sudanese Worship 

2:00-3 PM LWML Christmas Program Meeting 

4:00-6 PM HS Youth Meeting 

HS Youth selling subs 

 


