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And he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place 

called The Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called 

Golgotha. John 19:17 
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Invocation and Call to Worship  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C: Amen.  

P: Let us ever walk with Jesus. 

C: To see the depths of his love. 

P: To behold the gift of his forgiveness. 

C: To gaze upon the heights of his grace. 

P: To marvel at the magnitude of his mercy. 

C: We walk with Jesus to Golgotha.   

P: That’s Aramaic for The Place of the Skull. 

C: That’s where Jesus gave us his all. 

P: Faithful Lord, with me abide.  

C: I shall follow where you guide! 

Opening Hymn “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted” LSB 451; stz. 1-3 

Stricken, smitten, and afflicted, see him dying on the tree! ’Tis the 

Christ by man rejected; yes, my soul, ’tis he, ’tis he! ’Tis the 

long-expected Prophet, David’s Son, yet David’s Lord; Proofs I 

see sufficient of it; ’tis the true and faithful Word. 

Tell me, ye who hear him groaning, was there ever grief like his? 

Friends through fear his cause disowning, foes insulting his 

distress; Many hands were raised to wound him, none would 

interpose to save; But the deepest stroke that pierced him was 

the stroke that justice gave. 

Ye who think of sin but lightly nor suppose the evil great Here may 

view its nature rightly, here its guilt may estimate. Mark the 

sacrifice appointed, see who bears the awful load; ’Tis the Word, 

the Lord’s Anointed, Son of Man and Son of God. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P: Dear Jesus, our Savior and Lord, lead us to behold the agony of 

your rejection, the pain of your condemnation, and the horror of 

your crucifixion. 
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C: Empower us to walk where you walked and to the people you 

encountered on that Friday so long ago. 

P: Stay with us, Lord, as we witness your suffering and listen to your 

last words of love.  

C: As we approach Calvary, let us become mindful of our sins and 

of our willful rebellion against your holy commandments.  

P: Eternal God, we confess that we have turned away from you in our 

thinking, speaking and doing.  

C: We have lived for ourselves and have refused to bear the 

burdens of others. 

P: We have passed by the hungry, the poor and the oppressed. 

C: O God, we have tried to hide from you and from one another.  

P: We confess our fatal attractions that enslave us and the failed 

relationships that haunt us.  

C: We cannot plead the strength of our temptations or the frailty 

of our nature or place the blame on other people.  

P: We can only say— 

C: Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy! Lord, have mercy!  

(Please silently reflect on the fact that though our sin is great,     

Christ’s love is greater.) 

P: Hear the good news! Jesus walked to places of rejection, suffering, 

torment and death—for you. Jesus was determined to go to Gethsemane, 

Gabbatha and Golgotha—for you. That’s why Jesus forgives you 

completely and loves you eternally. Faithful Lord, with me abide! 

C: I shall follow where you guide! 

Prayer of the Day 

P: Almighty God…one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Old Testament Reading … Isaiah 50:4–10 

Epistle Reading … Galatians 3:10–14 

Special Music by Adult Choir “His Will Was Done” 
Words and Music by J. Paul Williams and Ruth Elaine Schram 

Gospel Reading … Matthew 27:45-56 
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Hymn “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” LSB 611; stz. 1-2 

Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed his blood for me; Died that I 

might live on high, lived that I might never die. As the branch is to 

the vine, I am his, and he is mine. 

Oh, the height of Jesus’ love! Higher than the heav’ns above, Deeper 

than the depths of sea, lasting as eternity. Love that found 

me—wondrous thought! Found me when I sought him not. 

Sermon 

Prayers 
P: (after each request)…Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.  

P: Dear Lord Jesus, thousands of years into our life in the new 

heaven and new earth, we will still be stunned with awe, worship, 

and gratitude for the greatness of your sacrifice and love for us. R 

rated, to be sure, because you exhausted God’s judgment 

against our numberless sins.  

C: Jesus, let me faithful be, life eternal grant to me. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer (spoken softly) 

Benediction  
P: Jesus invites us to walk with him to Golgotha.   

C: A place of great suffering. 

P: And a place of great love.  

C: We will walk with Jesus all the way. 

 
Silent Drama 

 
Removal of the Christ Candle (The removal of the Christ Candle 
symbolizes that our Savior hung in darkness for three God-forsaken 

hours before he died for the sins of the world.) 
 

Strepitus (A great noise symbolizes the closing of Christ’s tomb.) 
 

The congregation walks out of the sanctuary and the building silently, 
contemplating the death of Christ and looking forward to resurrection victory. 


