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I write this article in response to 

what I’ve been witnessing in our    

nation. In the past month or so I’ve 

listened to elected officials talk   

about working together. In fact, 

there was some mention of the 

word - teamwork. I’ll let you have 

your own thoughts and              

conversations about whether our 

elected officials know what that 

word means, but it did get me    

wondering what the Bible says   

about teamwork. 
  

While the word teamwork does not   

appear in the Bible, the Word of 

God does contain a lot of              

information about working together. 

Teamwork is evident in the very 

structures of marriage, family,      

community, and business. Advice for 

daily living, conflict management, and 

related issues is available in       

Scripture; you just need to know 

where to look and how to apply the 

Bible’s principles of teamwork to   

today’s world. 
 

The most foundational team is the 

one created by the Holy Spirit. It 

happens every time someone is bap-

tized. From that very instant, the 

newborn child of God is never alone 

(Hebrews 13:5). The believer has 

the advantage of being part of, 

“God’s team,” with the benefits of 

the guidance of the Holy Spirit        

(1 John 2:27), the priestly provisions 

of Jesus (Hebrews 10:19–22), and 

the eternal love of a faithful Father           

(1 Corinthians 1:9; 10:13). 
 

We are designed to need God and 

each other. No one has all the skills, 

gifts, or wisdom necessary for a    

successful life. We are exhorted to 

use the gifts we receive—the talents 

and spiritual gifts—to serve one     

another with kindness, respect, and 

appreciation. 
      

Then there is another great example 

of teamwork. On the sixth day of 

creation, God fashioned Adam and 

Eve, the first human team. They 

were designed to complement each 

other and mirror the image and the 

community—the teamwork—of the 

Trinity (Genesis 1:26–27). 
      

Ephesians 4:12 refers to the 

church—the community of believ-

ers—as the “body of Christ.” The 

church is to work as a team. First 

Corinthians 12:17–31 unpacks the 

idea of the church as a body in 

greater depth, using the systems of 

the human body as an analogy for 

the way team members need to rely 

on each other.  Strong teams, just 

like strong bodies, are made up of 

interdependent members fulfilling 

defined tasks.                                     

 

 Is There Such a Thing as Teamwork! 

(continued on page 2) 
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Redeemer Celebrates Life Sunday 
 

Dear Members and Friends of Redeemer Lutheran Church: 
 

On Thursday, January 21 and Sunday, January 24, during our worship services, 

we acknowledged those who have been baptized at Redeemer in 2020.  Each 

individual received a blue carnation, symbolizing the day in which they became a 

member of God’s kingdom and of Redeemer Lutheran Church. In 2020, 10    

infants, children, and adults were baptized.   
 

We also took time to acknowledge those who have entered eternal life with their 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in 2020.  Each family received a white carnation, 

symbolizing the day in which their loved one was made completely holy, having 

entered the heavenly gates of their Father.  In 2020, 21 individuals entered    

eternal life. 
 

It is wonderful to know that God knows us and watches over us. He sees us as 

reclaimed by the outstretched hands of His Son, who died on the cross for our 

sins and was raised from the dead so that we might have forgiveness of sins, life, 

and salvation. We are, indeed, precious to Him!  What wonderful news! 

(continued from page 1) 
 

There is no jealousy in teamwork. When the whole team is working for the 

glory of God, there is no internal competition: “I planted the seed, Apollos 

watered it, but God has been making it grow” (1 Corinthians 3:6).  The     

unified team understands that reaching goals is God’s doing. And what God 

is doing requires teamwork on our part. 
      

Christian teamwork acknowledges God as the established leader and         

objective third party in every team, adding strength and cohesion to the 

bond. With love for God and love for one another, unity is possible 

(Ephesians 4:13). It helps to be humble and “consider others better than 

ourselves” (Philippians 2:3). 
      

I don’t know if our elected officials will ever work together, but I know that 

we Christians are called to be a team. The word ‘teamwork’ may not be in 

the Bible, but it is a very biblical concept. I hope and pray that each one of 

us cling to it and put it of first importance. It is how we get through        

challenges, and it’s certainly fundamental to us spreading the gospel. 
 

Christ’s Blessings, 

Pastor Senstad 
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Finnley Kasuske, Feb. 16 

Sean Uhl, Feb. 16 

Emily Martin, Mar. 1 

Addison McSweeny, Mar. 1 

Emma Hartsell, June 28 

Levi Skow, Oct. 11 

Kenzie Schuhmacher, Oct. 18 

Alain Gbor, Nov. 15 

Shirley Stokes, Nov. 15 

Adyn Koenck, Nov. 15 

2020 baptisms (10 infant, 
    children & Adults)  

Clair Jensen, Jan. 13 

Nathan Gevik, Jan. 27 

Richard Ellison, Feb. 20 

Margaret Massey, Feb. 25 

Leland Schmidt, Mar. 6 

Elaine Gebhardt, Mar. 12 

Bernice Waderich, Mar. 19 

Richard Hansen, Mar. 26 

Dennis Hansen, June 5 

Bruce Garbe, June 22 

Lori Foster, July 10 

Dianna Hanna, July 31 

Robert Kowalke, Aug. 8 

Jody Klug, Aug. 27 

Darlene Mercural, Sept. 8 

Randall Dunagan, Sept. 17 

Craig Herbold, Sept. 17 

Orville Towne, Oct. 8 

Joseph Fleming, Dec. 6 

Sharon Caskey, Dec. 7 

Steven Caskey, Dec. 10 

 
2020 deaths (21 funerals) 

Lenten Meals 
Our Lenten Services and Meals will begin 

Wednesday, Feb. 17th.  All of our Lenten 

meals will be available for carry-out!  

Tuesday Night ZOOM Bible Study 

has just begun! There is still    

plenty of time to jump into our 

‘Creation, New Creation’  Tuesday 

evening Bible study. Just let Pastor Senstad know if you’d like to 

be a part of it, and he’ll send you the ZOOM link to join in the fun 

and learning. imsenstad@yahoo.com 
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PLACES of the PASSION 
 

EXPERIENCE THE SEASON OF LENT 
 

The places where the Passion of our Lord took place have special meaning to 

Christians the world over. They remind us that Jesus walked this earth and 

stood in locations we can still find today to carry out his mission of salvation. 

This was no sightseeing trip for our Savior. There was a serious reason he 

came to be at certain places and at particular times to suffer and die and rise 

again. He was fulfilling the will of his Father who desired that we be forgiven 

and given a place in heave with him forever. 
 

Services are held at 11:30 am and 7:00 pm 

Meals are held 12:15 pm and 5-6:45 pm 

Carry-out also available  
 

~ Feb. 17, Ash Wednesday– The City of Jerusalem. Jerusalem is the 
place of the Passover, where Jesus gathers with the crowds. Matthew 26:1-5 

 

~ February 24, Week 1 –  Bethany. Jesus is anointed for burial by his 

friend Mary, at her home in this small town. Matthew 26:6-13 
 

~ March 3, Week 2 – The Mount of Olives. The disciples sing a hymn with 

Jesus before they head out to this place of prayer. Matthew 26:30-35 
 

~ March 10, Week 3 – The Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus is betrayed 
and arrested in this garden under cover of darkness. Matthew 26:47-56 

 

~ March 17, Week 4 – The Courtyard. While Jesus is put on trial before 
the high priest, Peter denies Jesus in this place. Matthew 26:57-69 

 

~ March 24, Week 5 – Pilate’s Judgment Hall. Pilate is positioned here to 

set Jesus free, but turns him over to be crucified instead. Matthew 27:11-33 
 

~ March 28, Palm Sunday– Bethphage. This place is where the ride into 

Jerusalem on a donkey begins for Jesus. Matthew 21:1-11 
 

~ April 1, Maundy Thursday– The Upper Room. Climb the stairs to join 
the disciples in receiving the body and blood of Christ in bread and wine. 

Matthew 26:17-29 
 

~ April 2, Good Friday– Golgotha. The Place of the Skull is where Jesus 

breathes his last. Matthew 27:45-56 
 

~ April 4, Easter Sunday– The Garden Tomb. See the place where they 
laid him who is now arisen. Matthew 28:21-10 
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 Midweek Lenten & Holy Week Worship      
Services at Redeemer 

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 17 

11:30 AM & 7 PM Worship  

*Meal: Soup & Pie hosted by LWML 
 

Wednesday, February 24 

11:30 AM & 7 PM Worship  

*Meal: TBD  hosted by TBD 
 

Wednesday, March 3 

11:30 AM & 7 PM Worship  

*Meal: Taco Bar  

hosted by High School Youth 
 

Wednesday, March 10 

11:30 AM & 7 PM Worship  

*Meal: Lasagna or Hamburgers  

hosted by KinderCottage Preschool 
 

Wednesday, March 17 

11:30 AM & 7 PM Worship  

*Meal: Chicken Strips  

hosted by 8th Grade Confirmation 
 

Wednesday, March 24 

11:30 AM & 7 PM Worship  

*Meal: Potato Bar  

hosted by Bibi’s Hope 

Palm Sunday, March 28 

Worship 6:30 PM Thurs., March 

25; 8:15, 10:45 AM Sun., March 

28 Theme: ‘Bethphage’ 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 1 

11:30 AM 7 PM Worship with 

Holy Communion  

Theme: ‘The Upper Room’ 
 

Good Friday, April 2 

11:30 AM & 7 PM Worship  

7 PM Youth “Silent Drama”   

Theme: ‘Golgotha’ 
 

Easter Sunday, April 4 

Theme: ‘The Garden Tomb” 

7-10:30 AM Redeemer Youth serve 

Easter Breakfast 

(*Wednesday meals served 12:15 PM &    

5-6:45 PM ~ free-will offering. Carry-out 

also available.) 
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Redeemer Family News & Events 
See Madi Aeikens, DCE with any questions 

 

 February 1st is the last day to Sign up for Family Cone Park 

event on February 27th from 6-9pm.  
 

 February 7th Souper Bowl & Sandwiches 

Fundraiser. Youth will start assembling subs 

@ 8am. Pick-up your food February 7th!  
 

 February 12th Middle School Youth Group 

night at DROP ZONE from 6-8pm. It is 

$10 if you already have drop zone socks 

and $12 if you need to purchase socks. 

We will meet at drop Zone. We will jump 

for 90 minutes, play a game of laser tag, 

and receive a $5 playing card. Please 

bring extra money for snacks. Please fill out a waiver on 

Drop Zone’s website for your youth and let DCE Madi know 

if you are able to come so I can reserve you a spot!  
 

 February 21st High School Youth group night from 

4-6pm. We will be putting together care packages 

for College students. We will meet in the down-

stairs center room.  
 

 February 27th is Family Glow Tubing at Cone 

Park from 6-9pm. Everyone is welcome to come. 

It is $5 per person and you must sign up before February 1st.  
 

  February 28th – High School Students will 

prep for Lenten meal during Education Hour 

@ 9:30am.  
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Pastor Zirpel’s Bible Corner 
 

Which Old Testament King eradicated the 

worship of the pagan god Baal? 
 

A: Ahab 

B: Rehoboam 

C: Jehoash 

D: Jehu                                (see page 16 for the answer) 

Leadership Council Meeting Minutes 

Zoom—Thursday, December 10, 2020 
 
 

The Leadership Council met on Thursday, December 10, 2020 at 7:30 P.M.  
 

Approval was given to accept the 2021 budget for $754,296.15 and present 

it to the voters for approval. 
 

Approval was given to hold a special voters' meeting in the fellowship hall 

and via zoom on Sunday, December 20 at 12:00 P.M. with the purpose of 

approving the budget for 2021 as recommended by the Leadership Council. 
 

Jim Arends was elected as Chairman, Steve Ebsen as Vice Chairman, and 

Paula Schram as Secretary. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:20.  

"Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,  
and his steadfast love endures forever"   Psalm 136:1 

 

Why This Verse 

This verse is common knowledge for most of us who follow Jesus. Yes, we know 

that God is good. Yes, we know that His love endures forever. We’ve read about 

it in the Bible. We’ve sung hymns about it in church. But sometimes, when we are 

around something so often, we can take it for granted. It is easy to forget how 

awesome air conditioning is until it breaks down, and you have to go without it for 

a while. Sometimes we hear so much about how God loves us that we take for 

granted exactly what that means. The God of all creation, the Supreme Being of all 

existence, loves and cares for you. Why? Why would He? He has no reason to, 

and yet He does. He loves you. He sees you and smiles. He’s eager to talk and 

listen to you. He desires to spend time with you. His love is so strong for you that 

it is compared to a Father and child. So, yeah, you’ve probably heard it before, but 

you could never hear it enough. God. Loves. You.  
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Leadership Council Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, January 14, 2021 
 

The Leadership Council met on Thursday, January 14, 2021 at 7:30 P.M. in 
the Fellowship Hall and through zoom for those who were unable to attend. 
 

Faith Lutheran Church has a part-time pastor who will also be serving    
Concordia Lutheran and the Good Shepherd Hour.   
 

Currently, a little over $1,000 has been raised from special offerings        

designated for the soup kitchen.  We will be making the meals on Fridays 
here at Redeemer to deliver to the Soup Kitchen for about 100 people. 
 

Fourteen High School Youth met on Sunday, January 10th and went to Drop 
Zone. The youth will be taking orders for Super Bowl Subs and Soup       

starting Sunday, January 10th through Sunday, January 31st.  Middle School 
Youth Group will meet from 7-8:30 P.M. on Wednesday, January 20th. 
 

The remodel of the sanctuary began on Monday, January 11.  We hope to be 

back in the sanctuary Sunday, February 3. Then work will begin in the           
fellowship hall.  The goal is to have all work  completed by Easter. 
 

Discussion was held on if we should apply for the 2ND PPP loan.  It was     
decided at this time we would not apply for the loan. 
 

Approval was given to support Kyle and Stephanie Schutte’s travel to the 

orphanage in Mali in February. 
 

Approval was given to vote to delay the synodical and district conventions 

each for one year.  The delay will allow for all elected officials to remain in 
office for one more year. 
 

Approval was given to change the start time of Leadership Council meetings 

from 7:15 P.M. to 7:30 P.M. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:20.  

Welcome Redeemer’s Newest Members 

 

 

   

Thomas Kier 
by Transfer on Dec. 27 

   

Simon Deng & 
Nyanur Lual by Transfer 
on Dec. 27 
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Welcome Redeemer’s Newest Members 

Tom & Shirley Stokes 
and son Adyn by Adult 

Confirmation on Dec. 27 

Jennifer Lay by 
Adult Confirmation 

on Dec. 27 

Alain Gbor & Emilia Beh 
both  by Adult             

Confirmation on Dec. 27 

William Deng Duoth 
by Transfer on 

Dec .27 

Dual Chuol Deng by 
Transfer on Dec. 27 

Gatluak Teny by 
Transfer on Dec. 27 

William Wuor by      
Transfer on Dec. 27 

Pastor Pete Duok by 
Transfer on Dec. 27 

Mark Kier by    
Transfer on Dec .27 
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“

 

     

  Redeemer Library Committee:  

  Michelle Callahan, Lisa Gottburg,  

  Jeannette Johnson, Sylvia Johnson, 

  Lageane Petersen & Andrea VanPeursem   

The Heart Reader 
anonymous author 
Lukewarm believer Sam Bennett awakens 
from a dream to discover that he can hear 
the deepest spiritual needs of those around 
him. Frightened at first, he begins to 
embrace his gift and follow the Spirit's 
leading, with the result that many lives are 
touched and led to faith in Christ. In the 
end, Bennett's life is radically 
transformed, and his friends, family, and 
church are forever changed as they begin 
to "hear" the needs of others as God hears. 
The Heart Reader is a moving evangelistic 
challenge for all believers. 

 
Mixed Signals 
by  Liz Curtis Higgs 
Belle O’Brien, the woman behind the 
warmest voice in Virginia radio, has one 
problem: Her oldies show on WPER-FM 
is a solid-gold hit, but her love life, at 
thirty-two years and counting, is an off-
the-charts disaster. The pickings are slim 
in small-town Abingdon. Will it be 
smooth-talking Patrick Reese, the man 
who launched her radio career a decade 
earlier? Moody but handsome David 
Cahill, the chief engineer with a 
mysterious past and a new life in Christ? 
Or Matthew, the minister across the 
street? Surrounded by an on-air cast of 
colorful characters, Belle’s journey 
toward joy is filled with humor, heartache, 
and endless surprises. Norah Silver-
Smyth, her friend and encourager, will 
join Belle in discovering that it’s never 
too late to listen to your heart. 

Faith in the Shadow of a Pandemic 
by John T. Press and Jacob Corzine 
Every crisis brings 
disorientation. Whether you’re 
dealing with a natural disaster, political 
unrest, or something as strange as the 
COVID-19 pandemic, life changes. In 
the middle of crisis and change, Jesus 
Christ remains the same. As Christians, 
we are called to live by faith in Christ 
and in love toward our neighbors. Faith 
in the Shadow of a Pandemic discusses 
the impact of upheaval, important 
lessons learned from COVID-19, and 
how we can best serve our neighbors 
during times of chaos.  
 

You Laugh, I’ll Drive: Giving 
Yourself the Green Light to Enjoy Life-
Speed Bumps and All-And Stop Worrying 
About Your Mile(age)! 
by Jenny Herrick and Kathy Hoeschen 
Massey 
This is Jenny Herrick’s autobiography 
told in the best tradition of humorous 
story-tellers. From her humble 
beginnings in a small South Dakota 
town to her umpteenth career as a 
motivational humorist and all the 
detours along the way, Jenny’s story will 
have you smiling, giggling and all-out 
laughing! You’re sure to be inspired as 
Jenny shares lessons learned as a widow 
at age 27, single parent to two 
rambunctious boys, nursing student and 
nurse, dog exhibitor, new mom at age 
39, clown/missionary to China, 
grandmother and more. 
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Janette Oke:  A Heart for the Prairie 
by Lauren Oke Logan 
A biography of the popular Christian 
novelist, as told by her youngest 
daughter, chronicles her background 
as the daughter of a Canadian prairie 
farmer, wife of a pastor and educator, 
and mother of four.  
 

The Simple Faith of Mr. Rogers: 
Spiritual Insights from the World’s 
Most Beloved Neighbor 
by Amy Hollingsworth 
Eight years before his death, Fred 
Rogers met author, educator, and 
speaker Amy Hollingsworth. What 
started as a television interview turned 
into a wonderful friendship spanning 
dozens of letters detailing the driving 
force behind this gentle man of 
extraordinary influence. Educator? 
Philosopher? Psychologist? Minister? 
Here is an intimate portrait of the real 
Mister Rogers. The Simple Faith of 
Mr. Rogers focuses on Mr. Rogers' 
spiritual legacy, but it is much more 
than that. It shows us a man who, to 
paraphrase the words of St. Francis of 
Assisi, "preached the gospel at all 
times; when necessary he used words." 

 

 

 

 
 
 

5 Things You Can Do to Make 
Your Marriage Stronger: (You Can 
Do It!) 
by Ron Garwood 
Many think that doing what comes 
naturally is certainly the best way to 
go about being married. But since we 
are sinners by nature, having a good 
and strong marriage does not come 
naturally. We need to give our 
marriage good and constant attention 
and receive guidance for it from our 
Savior God.  

 
New Series!  

Kaely Quinn Profiler 
 

Mind Game: Book #1 
by  Nancy Mehl 
Kaely Quinn's talents as an 
FBI behavior analyst are impossible 
to ignore, no matter how unorthodox 
her methods. When a reporter who 
ruined Kaely’s career claims to have 
received an anonymous poem       
predicting a string of murders,      
ending with Kaely's, the reporter's 
ulterior motives bring her claim into         
question.  

 
Fire Storm: Book #2 
by  Nancy Mehl 
After yet another blaze devastates a 
local family, Kaely is certain a serial 
arsonist is on the loose. Calling upon 
her partner from St. Louis, Noah 
Hunter, and her brother's firefighter 
neighbor who backs Kaely's          
suspicions, Kaely and her team begin 
an investigation that swiftly leads 
them down a twisted path. When the 
truth is finally revealed, Kaely finds 
herself confronting a madman who is 
determined his last heinous act will 
be her death. 
 

Dead End: Book # 3 

by  Nancy Mehl 

Kaely promised herself she would 
never step foot in her hometown or 
set eyes on her father again. She's 
always refused to confront her past, 
but if she wants to prevent any more 
deaths, she must come face-to-face 
with the man she's hated for years. 
As more bodies are discovered, 
Kaely races against time and her 
own personal turmoil to uncover the 
killer. Will this most personal case 
yet cost Kaely her identity and     
perhaps even her life?  

Sunday Monday       Tuesday           

 1 

9 AM Quilting  
11:30 AM Members’ 

luncheon at 4 Brothers 

5:30 PM Adult Fitness 

6:30 PM LWML Board 

Mtg 

 

2  
3:15 PM Staff Bible  

Study/Mtg. 

7 PM ‘LifeLight’ Bible 

Study-Zoom 

 
 

7  

8:15 & 10:45 AM Worship Services 

9:30 AM ROCK Sunday 

9:30 AM Adult Bible Study 

9:30 AM Adult Confirmation 

1-3 PM Sudanese Worship 

Pick Up Soups/Subs for Superbowl 
 

8 

9 AM Quilting  

5:30 PM Adult Fitness 

 

 

9  
3:15 PM Staff Bible  

Study/Mtg. 
6:30 PM ConnecTeam 

7 PM ‘LifeLight’ Bible 

Study-Zoom 

 
 

  

8:15 & 10:45 AM Worship Services 

9:30 AM ROCK Sunday 

9:30 AM Adult Bible Study 

9:30 AM Adult Confirmation 

1-3 PM Sudanese Worship 
 

 

15 

9 AM Quilters 

5:30 PM Adult Fitness 

6:30 PM Ruth/Naomi 

Circle 

7 PM Compassionate 

Friends Mtg 

16  

11 AM Retired Educators  

  Meal/MWM 

3:15 PM Staff Bible Study/Mtg. 

7 PM ‘LifeLight’ Bible 

Study-Zoom 
 

 

   
   

21 
8:15 & 10:45 AM Worship Services 

9:30 AM ROCK Sunday 

9:30 AM Adult Bible Study 

9:30 AM Adult Confirmation 
1-3 PM Sudanese Worship  

4-6 PM High School Youth Night 

 

 

22 9 AM Quilters 

5:30 PM Adult Fitness 

 

23  
3:15 PM Staff Bible Study/Mtg. 
5 PM Aktion Meal-MWM 

(carry-outs only) 

7 PM ‘LifeLight’ Bible 

Study-Zoom 
 

 

   

28 
8:15 & 10:45 AM Worship Services  

9:30 AM ROCK Sunday 

9:30 AM Adult Bible Study 

9:30 AM Adult Confirmation 

1-3 PM Sudanese Worship 
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         Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

3  5-5:40 PM Midweek Meal-French Toast 

      Sticks & Sausage 

      5-7 PM Midweek  

      5-7 PM ROCK Wednesday 

      6 PM Handbells 

      7:15 PM Adult Choir 

4  
5:30 PM- 
Adult Fitness 

6:30 PM-Worship  

5  
9-noon  

Food Shelf 

6 
7:30 AM Men’s  

Bible Study &  

Breakfast  

 
  

  10   

      5-5:40 PM Midweek Meal-TBD 

      5-7 PM Midweek  

      5-7 PM ROCK Wednesday 

      6 PM Handbells 

      7:15 PM Adult Choir 

11 9:15 Siouxland 

  MOMS Group Mtg  
5:30 PM- Adult 

Fitness 

6:30 PM-Worship  
7:30 PM Leadership  

 Council Mtg.   

 

12 
9-noon  

Food Shelf 
 

6-8 PM  

 Middle S. 

 Youth - 

Drop Zone 

13 
 

   17 ASH WEDNESDAY 

    

18 10 AM  

   Thrivent Choice 

1 PM Esther/Lydia 

   Circle 
5:30 PM Adult Fitness  

6:30 PM Worship 

  w/Holy Communion 

 

19  
9-noon  

Food Shelf 

 

20 
 

   24  25  

1 PM Altar Guild 

5:30 PM Adult  

        Fitness 

6:30 PM Worship 

7 PM Elders Mtg 

 

26 No 

 Preschool 

9-noon  

Food Shelf 

 
 

 

 

27  
6-9 PM 

Family Glow 

Tubing at 

Cone Park 

    
  

 

.   
EVERY SUNDAY: ( = Holy Communion Sunday)  

  8:15 AM: Traditional Worship; 10:45 AM: Contemporary Worship  

  9:30 AM: Adult Bible Study; 9:30 AM: ROCK Sunday 

1:00-3 PM: Sudanese Worship Service 

Website: redeemersiouxcity.com; Facebook: RedeemerLC 

Youtube: Redeemer Lutheran Church Sioux City  

 

11:30 AM Lenten 
Service 

12:15 PM Soup & 
Pie *hosted by  
LWML 

5-6:45 PM Meal*  
5-7 PM Midweek  

5-7 PM- ROCK  
Wednesday 

6 PM Handbells 
7 PM Lenten Service 
8 PM Adult Choir 

11:30 AM Lenten 
Service 

12:15 PM 
TBD*hosted by 
TBD 

5-6:45 PM Meal*  
5-7 PM Midweek & 

Memory Work 

& Lesson 
5-7 PM-ROCK 

Wednesday 
6 PM Handbells 
7 PM Lenten Service 
8 PM Adult Choir 
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LWML News 
(Lutheran Women in Mission) 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS – February 
Circle Bible Study: “Live a Sparking Life” Winter Quarterly 

 

Mon.      Feb. 15    6:30 Ruth/Naomi Circle Redeemer Parish Hall 

Thurs.    Feb. 18    1:00 Esther/Lydia Circle Redeemer Conference Rm 

Wed.      Feb. 17    Ash Wednesday, Soup & Pie at Noon and 5:00 p.m. 

We have “You’ve Been Hugged” bags ready to be picked up and          

distributed on Valentine’s Day to those in our   
community being left out of the celebration:  i.e. 

waiters, cashiers, florists, and other service workers 
too busy helping others to be able to enjoy the day 

themselves.  Let those in our area know that Jesus 
loves them and they are appreciated!!!! 
 

Begin with God … He Gives Joy 
 

In the Word 

Where do I look for joy? 
 

Consider it pure joy, … whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you 
know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance (James 1:2–3). 
 

Of the Word 

Dictionary definitions of joy include bliss, delight, and gaiety. These words 
can define our lives — some of the time. Scripture encourages us to    

Rejoice in the Lord always. (Philippians 4:4a) How is it possible to find joy in 
a job loss or a failed marriage? Where is the gaiety in an Intensive Care 

Unit hospital room or at a gravesite? Who can take delight knowing that 
war and famine are in the world? 
 

"Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete" (John 16:24b). 
 

Christians define joy a bit differently than the world does. We understand 
that our source of joy comes from knowing a faithful God who keeps His 

promises. We realize that, regardless of the circumstance, God is in     
control. God is there in the ICU room and at that gravesite; He is on the 

battlefield and in our homes. He will support us through failed marriages, 
job losses, and whatever else the world throws at us. He promises to 

bring us to a brighter tomorrow. 
 

Consider it pure joy, … whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you 
know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance (James 1:2–3).  
 

**Attn: Does anyone know the history of the ‘silver service and trays’ ? 

  Contact Jackie Krueger if you know the answer!** 

about:blank#2
about:blank#4
about:blank#24
about:blank#2
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 KinderCottage Preschool  
February 2021 

We are amazed at how fast the month of 

January flew by!  The MWF classes will be 

working on the letters “I”, “R”, “Z” and 

“T”, as well as the colors yellow and pink, 

the numbers 6 and 11 and the shapes of a 

octagon and diamond. The T/Th classes 

will be working on the letters “P”, “Q” and 

“R” as well as the colors blue and yellow. 
 

We will celebrate Valentine’s Day with 

class parties on Thursday, February 11th for 

the Tuesday/Thursday classes & on Friday, 

February 12th for the M/W/F/ classes.  If 

you would like to send Valentines with your 

child that is fine, but it is NOT required!  

We ask that if you do send something with 

your child, have your child sign their name 

to the cards and not address them to         

specific children. According to DHS          

regulations all Valentine items to send 

home with the children will need to be in 

the preschool a week BEFORE our parties.  

T/Th classes by Feb.4th and MWF classes 

by Feb.5th.  A  reminder note will be sent 

home as well.  Thank you for your              

cooperation. 
 

As a reminder to all parents, KinderCottage 

Preschool follows the Sioux City             

Community Schools for weather                

cancellations.  If they have a 2 hour late 

start, our morning classes are cancelled; if 

there is a 2 hour early out, our afternoon 

classes are cancelled.  If they are closed for 

the day, so is KinderCottage Preschool. 
 

Both classes will hear the Bible stories of 

the Good Samaritan and Zacchaeus.  
 

 Blessings* Tara & Michelle  

Fall 2021 

Enrollment 
 

We are now taking   

enrollment for our  

Fall 2021-22 classes! 

You may pick up a form 

from one of our staff at 

the preschool, call us at 

712-224-2273 OR you 

can go online to the 

church website,        

redeemersiouxcity.com 

and click on the link to 

the preschool for a form 

Please feel free to share 

this information with 

anyone you know     

looking for a preschool! 

February Dates to 

 Remember 
 

11 & 12    

Valentine Parties 
 

26 No School  

February  

Birthdays 
 

7   Kye Habeger 

26 Draegyn Heald 

26  Alexis Haller 
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February 2021 Bible Verse 

   Count it all joy, my              
brothers, when you meet trials   
of various kinds,  for you know 

that the testing of your faith 
produces steadfastness.  

James 1:2-3 
 

February Missionary:  
Dr. Jeffrey Kloha serves at the 

Museum of the Bible in         
Washington D.C. He manages the 
area of Bible Education, Scholars 
Initiative, Exhibits, Curatorial and 

Collections departments. 

December 2020 Statistics 
Date Church Communion Bible Sunday  
 Attendance Attendance Study School 
12/6 197 168 17 38 

12/13 212 N/A 14 28 

12/20 214 189 18 29 

12/27 139 N/A N/A N/A 

TOTAL 762 357 49 95 

AVG.   191 179 12 24 

POTENTIAL 1,401 1,021 1,021 380 

PERCENT 14% 17% 1% 6% 

PRIOR YR. 41% 23% 5% 13% 
 

Treasurer’s Report  Jan.1– Dec. 31, 2020:  

 Actual income:  $697,706 

 Budgeted Expenses:  $745,956 

 Difference: -$48,250 

 Percentage:  94%  

December 2020 
 

Adult Confirmation: 

 Tom & Shirley Stokes 

 Jennifer Lay 

 Alain Gbor & Emilia Beh 

 

Death: 

 Joseph Fleming 

 Sharon Casey 

 Steven Casey 
 

Transfer from other LCMS Church: 

 Ericka, Katie, Kevin & Tyler  

   Simpson 

 Pastor Peter Duok 

 William Deng Duoth 

 Mark Kier 

 Dual Chuol Deng 

 William Wuor 

 Bol Jaaka 

 Gatluak Teny  

Membership:  12/2019      12/2020 

Communicants  1,194    1,204 

Baptized    391       386 

TOTAL 1,585    1,590 

Gain of 5 persons (+.03%) 

Bible Quiz Answer: D  Jehu 
 

See: 1 Kings 16:7 

 

A Huge and heart felt 

THANK YOU from the 

staff of Redeemer to 

our dear members for 

the generous blessing 

of our Christmas gift. 

We feel blessed and           

appreciated. God     

Bless you all. 
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Cooking with Pastor Senstad 
 

Red Velvet Cheesecake 

What to do for your sweetie on Valentine’s Day? I have an idea, 

do a little cooking together. I know the dangers when things 

don’t go well, but if you’re just cooking or baking for fun…it 

can be fun! Here is a recipe for a red velvet cheesecake that 

looks delicious.  BTW, if you don’t have a springform pan you 

can buy them for around $8 if you look around. 

Ingredients: 

 17 chocolate cream Oreo cookies, 

   crushed 

 1/4 cup butter, melted 

 1 tablespoon sugar 
 

 FILLING: 

 3 packages (8 ounces each) cream 

   cheese, softened 

 1-1/2 cups sugar 

 1 cup sour cream 

 1/2 cup buttermilk 

 3 tablespoons baking cocoa 

 2 teaspoons vanilla extract 

 4 large eggs, room temperature,  

    lightly beaten 

 1 bottle (1 ounce) red food coloring 
 

FROSTING: 

  3 ounces cream cheese, softened 

  1/4 cup butter, softened 

  2 cups confectioners' sugar 

  1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

Directions:   
1. Place a greased 9-in. springform pan on a double thickness of heavy-duty foil 

(about 18 in. square). Securely wrap foil around pan. 
 

2. In a small bowl, combine the cookie crumbs, butter and sugar. Press onto the 

bottom of prepared pan. (You can buy this already prepared) 
 

3. In a large bowl, beat cream cheese and sugar until smooth. Beat in the sour 

cream, buttermilk, cocoa and vanilla. Add eggs; beat on low speed just until        

combined. Stir in food coloring. Pour over crust. Place springform pan in a large 

baking pan; add 1 in. of hot water to larger pan. 
 

4. Bake at 325° until center is just set and top appears dull, 60-70 minutes. Remove 

springform pan from water bath. Cool on a wire rack for 10 minutes. Carefully run 

a knife around edge of pan to loosen; cool 1 hour longer. Refrigerate overnight, 

covering when completely cooled. Remove sides of pan. 
 

5. For frosting, in a small bowl, beat cream cheese and butter until fluffy. Add      

confectioners’ sugar and vanilla; beat until smooth. Frost top of cheesecake.        

Refrigerate until serving. 

 

Enjoy and God Bless! 

Pastor Senstad 
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Celebrating Monthly Birthdays 
 

Redeemer’s ConnecTeam would like to help           

celebrate the birthdays of our 6
th
-8

th
 graders who are 

currently confirmation students, as well as our        

confirmed High School youth members.  Each youth 

will receive a 12” decorated cookie.  This project is 

funded with the help of a Thrivent Action Card. 
 

For the month of February we want to wish a very Happy Birthday to 

Benjamin Wittman 2-1, Leanna Peterson 2-11, Sean Lessmann 2-

12, Erik Koehler 2-18, Isaac Jackson 2-22 and Brooklyn Robinson 

2-28.   Happy Birthday & God’s Blessings from Thrivent Financial & the 

Redeemer ConnecTeam! 

Upcoming News & Events at Redeemer 

“The Lutheran Witness”  
Magazine is available to all members. If you would like to subscribe or be 

taken off the list, please stop in the office. (If you already subscribe, no 

action is necessary.) Thank you to Thrivent Choice Dollars who help 

provide this publication free to our members.  
 

2020 Giving Statements  

2020 giving statements for all members have been mailed. If you did not 

receive one, if you need an additional copy, or if yours has errors or 

omissions, please see Angie in the office. Thank you! 
    

ConnecTeam 

The monthly Get-Together Luncheons continue, 11:30 am:  February 1 at 4 

Brothers. Everyone is welcome.  Pre-register on the Attendance/

Involvement card, please.  ~~ConnecTeam 
 

Thrivent Members Who Have Choice Dollars 

If you have any 2020 Choice Dollars left to designate, you need to do that 

before March 31, 2021 or you will lose them.  They do not carry over to 

2021.  You can direct your Choice Dollars online or call home office at     

1-800-847-4836 to direct them. New Choice Dollars for 2021 are available 

a of January 6, 2021 so those can be directed now, also. 
 

LWML-Mustard Seed Devotions 

Sign up to receive Mustard Seed Devotions by email                      

http://www.lwml.org/todays-mustard-seed-devotion or like/follow LWML          

Facebook and receive them daily.  https://www.facebook.com/TheLWML  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Siouxland Hispanic Ministry 
 

‘Our Only True Consolation’ 
 

As we enter the new year of 2021 it is, of 

course, common t chat about how terrible 

2020 was and how things just have to get      

better. Even though we certainly hope and pray 

for the passing of many of 2020’s difficulties, 

we have to remember that we have no idea 

what the next year(s) will bring and, further, a 

“better year” is not our consolation as Christians.  Rather, as cross-

formed children of God, we know that sometimes the bad things are the 

good things. As I recently heard in a wonderful sermon by a brother    

pastor, Christopher Esget, “It is good for us to have trouble. It drives us  

toward God. The affliction helps us to make progress in righteousness.          

Suffering helps you realize that all the stuff you counted on—possessions,    

reputation, love and affection—all of the things that this world will offer to you 

end up not being something you can rely on!”  How true it is! When things 

are going just fine, we often suffer the illusion that life without Christ is 

just fine.  This is why, in a work called “14 Consolations,” Luther wrote, 

“It is good for us always to be oppressed with some trouble, lest in our weak-

ness, we succumb to the offenses of the world and fall into sin.” In conclusion, 

we certainly don’t need to seek trouble or martyrdom—Satan, the 

world, and our sinful flesh will happily provide plenty—but we also       

remember that “the good, peaceful, easy life” is not our consolation. 

“When I am about to depart this life,” Luther said, “I support myself with this 

consolation: That I believe in God's Son.” We know 

God’s son, and through Him we have true life! 

That is our only true consolation! 
 
PRAYERS  After a year-long battle with    

cancer, Carmen’s doctors are concerned about 

a couple spots in her lungs. Please pray that the 

test results don’t reveal more cancer!  
 

 Thanksgiving for the ongoing generosity of 

so many people who continue supporting our Hispanic ministry! 
 

Our next Siouxland Hispanic Ministry meeting will be: Tuesday, March 9 

at 6:30 pm. Please join us! (Tacos for Dinner!) 
 

Hope Lutheran Church          218 W. 18th St.        South Sioux City, NE 

February 2021 Bibi’s Hope Update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please include the orphan-
age in your daily prayers…. 

Please send prayers for the 

health of everyone at ASE-

Mali orphanage and for the 

spread of Christian faith in 

Mali. Please also pray for the 

spread of Christian faith in 

the United States and all over 

the world.  Please pray for 

peace and God’s will in the 

US and around the world.  
 

In Christ, 

Bibi’s Hope Committee 

#HopefortheChildren 

Thank you for your donations!  

With Redeemer donations, we 

were able to provide money for 

the kids to have a Christmas 

meal.  We also purchased tables 

for the classroom. 

Bonus Checks 
for the Workers... 

Kyle’s neighbors      

provided dona-

tions to give the 

workers a bonus 

at Christmas. 

Look at the smile 

on her face! 

Cooking and Preparing 
the Christmas Meal 

Tables purchased by Redeemer donations.  

 
If you have any questions about Bibi’s Hope Committee or the orphanage, 
please feel free to contact Kyle Schutte   at 712-635-3834 or Pastor Zirpel.  
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BiBi’s Hope Valentine Bake Sale  
Order cakes & cookies for your Valentine now through  

Feb 7.   Pick-up will be after 5:00 on Thursday, Feb 10 or 

after services on Sunday, Feb 14.  Cakes and  

sugar cookies (per dozen) are $15.00 each. 

  

Decorated 9” Chocolate Cake/Choc Frosting: 

  

 

 

 

 

Decorated 9” White Cake/White Frosting: 

 

   

  

 

 
 

Decorated 9” White Cake/White Frosting: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Decorated Valentine Sugar Cookies: #_____(dozen) 

  

Name: __________________________ 

  

Phone/Cell: ____________________________ 

  

Pick Up Feb 10  After 5:00_________________ 

Pick Up Feb 14  After Services_____________ 

 # of cakes 
 

_____________ 

 
# of cakes 

 
_____________ 

 
# of cakes 

 
_____________ 
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 Serving in February 2021 
ACOLYTES:  

Feb. 7: 8:15 AM– available; 10:45 AM– Hailey Siepker 

Feb. 14: 8:15 AM– Maggy Mehlhaff; 10:45 AM– Abby Peters & Hailey 

Siepker 

Feb. 17: 7 PM- Lenten Service– Brooklyn Robinson & Remy Marchand 

Feb. 21: 8:15 AM– available; 10:45 AM– Cody & Ryan Schutte 

Feb. 24: 7 PM- Lenten Service– Jesse Jessen & Remy Marchand 

Feb. 28: 8:15 AM– available; 10:45 AM–  Alyssa Urban 
 

ELDERS: Marty Delperdang & Darrin Dubois  
 

COUNTERS:  

Feb. 7-Team 4 (Fink &Hartman)  

Feb. 14-Team 1 (Buckley & Lessmann) 

Feb. 21-Team 2 (Hermelbracht & Mack)  

Feb. 28-Team 3 (Bobolz & Schmith)  
 

ALTAR GUILD: Anita Stansell, Tawnya Becker, Angela Senstad; Hostess: 

Melanie Olsen; Co-Hostess: Brenda Ernst; Meeting on Feb. 25- 1 p.m. 
 

USHER TEAMS: Thurs. 6:30 PM: Harlan Feddersen  

8:15 AM: Team 2 (Scott Ernst, Roy Olsen, Lamont Onken, Phil Schauer, 

James Bailey, Brian Duff). 10:45: Team 6 (Mark Shapiro) 

Ash Wednesday Feb. 17: Team 3 (Gary Flammang, Mitchel Bauman, 

Gary Bumsted, Alex Erickson, Paul Fleckenstein, Bob Naylor. 

Wednesday, Feb. 24: Team 4 (Gary Kitzmann, Dave Albrecht, Dick 

Braun, Dale Heningsen, Doug Stucky, Wyatt Stucky) 
 

COFFEE & ROLLS:  

Feb. 7: Youth 

Feb. 14: Paul & Cindy Fleckenstein 

Feb. 21: Bruce & Roberta Timmons 

Feb. 28: Karen Grieme/Geri Phillips 

PROP. CHECK:   

Feb. 1-15: Anita Mack 

Feb. 16-29: Brett Lyon 
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Planning a party, family reunion, sports practice, meeting or other event at   

Redeemer? Please reserve your spot on Redeemer’s master calendar! This includes 

organizations or groups that meet regularly at church. To reserve a room, stop in church office, 

e-mail redeemerchurchsc@gmail.com or call (712) 276-1125 8 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays. Fees 

may apply. Redeemer’s Facility Usage Policy is at www.redeemersiouxcity.com and in office.  

To have an event published in the newsletter and/or bulletin, please submit       

information in writing, either in person or by e-mailing redeemerchurchsc@gmail.com by 

the 15th of the month prior to publication date. Thank you for assisting the office staff in 

accurately sharing the many events at Redeemer! 

About In Touch: Raw materials - property of God. Final product - written and printed 

by people using ingenuity and strength supplied by God. Editor: Jennifer Lay, Church       

Secretary. A publication of Redeemer Lutheran Church, 3204 S. Lakeport St., Sioux City, IA 

51106, Phone 712.276.1125. Website: www.redeemersiouxcity.com. E-mail: redeem-

er.church.sc@gmail.com. In Touch is published monthly (combined June/July) to inform about 

Redeemer’s programs and report news about Redeemer’s people. Deadline: 15th of month. 

We reserve the right to edit submissions for content/space. 

2021 LEADERSHIP COUNCIL The Leadership Council meets 7:15 PM the 2nd Thursday of the month. 
 

Chairman - Jim Arends           At Large members:  
Vice-Chairman - Steve Ebsen Doug Behrens Michelle Callahan    Bob Naylor 
Secretary -  Paula Schram Dan Noble Jerry VanPeursem 
Treasurer - Pam Davies 
BOARD OF ELDERS: Jeremy Schram, Chairman 

  
The Board of Elders typically meets at 7 PM the last Thursday of the month. Each elder is responsible 
for a number of families. To find yours, use alphabetical breakdown. 
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