
I recently read an essay on God and 

the Coronavirus. It was a professor 

of theology writing about his biblical 

observations while trying to          

determine if God was speaking to 

mankind through the current       

pandemic. The essay was good but 

way too long to use in a newsletter. 

So, I jotted down some take-a-ways 

from his essay in hopes you find it 

helpful. 
  

Various outbreaks of pandemic     

diseases, such as the coronavirus, 

have prompted many to ask why 

God allows—or even causes—

pandemic diseases and whether such 

illnesses are a sign of the end times. 

The Bible, particularly the Old     

Testament, describes numerous    

occasions when God brought 

plagues and diseases on His people 

and on His enemies “to make you 

see my power” (Exodus 9:14, 16). 

He used plagues on Egypt to force 

Pharaoh to free the Israelites from 

bondage, while sparing His people 

from being affected by them (Exodus 

12:13; 15:26), thus indicating His 

sovereign control over diseases and 

other afflictions. 
  

God also warned His people of the 

consequences of disobedience,      

including plagues (Leviticus 26:21, 25). 

After giving the Mosaic Law, God 

commanded the people to obey it or 

suffer many evils, including        

something that sounds like disease: 

“The Lord will strike you with       

wasting disease, with fever and 

inflammation . . . which will 

plague you until you               

perish” (Deuteronomy 28:22). There 

are other examples. 
 

It’s sometimes hard to imagine our 

loving and merciful God displaying 

such wrath and anger toward His 

people. But God’s punishments      

always have the goal of repentance 

and restoration. A great example is 

found in 2 Chronicles 7:13–14.  

Here we see God using disaster to 

draw His people to Himself, to bring 

about repentance and the desire to 

come to Him as children to their 

heavenly Father. 
 

In the New Testament, Jesus healed 

“every disease and every            

sickness,” as well as plagues in the 

areas He visited (Matthew 9:35; 10:1; 

Mark 3:10).         ...continued on pg. 2                
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continued from pg. 1 

Just as God chose to use plagues and disease to show His power to the    

Israelites, Jesus healed as an exhibition of the same power to verify that He 

was truly the Son of God. God still allows sickness for His own purposes, 

but sometimes disease, even worldwide pandemics, are simply the result of 

living in a fallen world. There is no way to determine whether or not a    

pandemic has a specific spiritual cause, but we do know that God has       

sovereign control over all things (Romans 11:36) and will work all things   

together for the good of those who know and love Him (Romans 8:28). 
  

The appearance of pandemic diseases may or may not be tied to God’s     

specific judgment of sin. It could also simply be the result of living in a fallen 

world. Since no one knows the time of Jesus’ return, we must be careful 

about saying global pandemics are proof that we are living in the end times. 

For those who do not know Jesus Christ as Savior, disease should be a     

reminder that life on this earth is tenuous and can be lost at any moment. 

As bad as pandemics are, hell will be worse. The Christian, however, has 

the assurance of salvation and the hope of eternity because of the blood of 

Christ shed on the cross for us (Isaiah 53:5; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 

9:28). 
  

How should Christians respond to pandemic diseases? First, do not panic. 

God is in control. The Bible says the equivalent of "do not fear" over 300 

times. Second, be wise. Take reasonable steps to avoid spreading the virus 

and exposure to it. Third, look for opportunities for ministry. Often when 

people are fearful for their lives, they are more willing to have                

conversations about eternity. Be bold and compassionate in your sharing of 

the Gospel, always speaking the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15). 
 

God Bless, 

Pastor Senstad 

 

Welcome back to Confirmation September 

2nd! In the days and weeks to come we will be 

sending out our annual confirmation and ROCK 

Wednesday information. Confirmation is for      

students 6th through 8th grade. We meet from  

5:10 – to 7:00 pm on Wednesdays. There is a meal offered for $1.50. 

ROCK Wednesday is our partner program for younger kids. They meet 

at the same time, but downstairs in the Sunday school area. Please share 

this information with those that you think could benefit from knowing it.  
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2020-’21 Confirmation Year Begins Sept. 9 
 

 

 Parent/Student Orientation:   

7 PM Wednesday, Sept. 2, 

Parish Hall. All parents and    

students are asked to attend this 

essential meeting that helps us kick 

off the year right. We will review 

Confirmation requirements, the 

year’s schedule, offer sign-up times 

for acolyting and sell meal tickets 

for Wednesday meals. If unable to 

attend this meeting, let either   

pastor know in advance, if         

possible. 
 

 Confirmation Classes each 

Wednesday beginning       

September 9th. This includes 

memory work and meal time from 

5:00 to 5:40 PM, with class 5:40-7 

PM. Class includes opening, lecture 

and small-group times. Students 

should bring items listed in box 

(left) to all sessions. 
 

The 2020-’21 Confirmation schedule is 

posted at www.redeemersiouxcity.com. 

We 

look forward to another great year!  
 

        ~ Pastor Senstad & Pastor Zirpel  

                            & Madi Schellack 

IS THERE A THIRD GRADER IN YOUR HOUSE? 
At Redeemer, we have a special tradition of marking members’ third-grade  
year with the gift of a Faith Alive Student Bible. This year’s presentation is  

scheduled at our 10:30 AM worship service on Rally Sunday, Sept. 13. 
We don’t want to miss anyone! Please let us know if you have a third grader so we 

make sure to include you and your student in this special day! Call 276-1125,       
e-mail redeemerchurchsc@gmail.com, or stop in office and let us know. Thanks! 
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Redeemer Family News & Events 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 August 19, 7:00 PM: Middle School & High School Youth 
Group. We will meet together on the lawn for games. 

 August 26th, 7:00 PM: ROCK Wednesday & ROCK 
Sunday Training. 

 September 2nd, 6:00 PM: ROCK Wednesday         
Orientation. This is a great time to meet our volunteers, 
fill out all of the necessary paperwork for the year, and 
learn our check-in and check-out process. 

 September 9th, 5:40 PM: ROCK Wednesday w ill be 
downstairs in the Sunday School area. 
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Pastor Zirpel’s Bible Corner 
 

What tribe of Israel was King Saul from? 

A. Benjamin 

B. Judah 

C. Levite 

D. Reuben 
 

*See page 15 for the answer 

 
 

“As we look not to the things that are seen but to the things 

that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient,  

but the things that are unseen are eternal”     

2 Corinthians 4:18 
 

Why this verse? 
 

What do you spend most of your time thinking about? Chances are, it's a 

broad mix of things. Different events going on throughout the day, to-do 

lists you need to get done, important people in your life. Your mind 

probably races from topic to topic. Some of our focus is spent on things 

that are seen — the transient or temporary parts of our lives. And some 

of our focus is on the unseen things — the elements of our lives that 

have eternal value. Paul is telling us in this verse that our main priorities, 

the areas of our lives that should consume a majority of our time and 

energy, should be centered around the items that have eternal value. For 

example, your job is important, but what eternal value does it have? 

Your relationship with God, on the other hand, contains an eternal 

worth. The love God has for us makes a difference that lasts forever. So, 

according to Paul, your job should never become 

more important to you than your relationship with 

God because only one of them can reap   benefits 

lasting beyond this life. We must learn to focus 

more on the things that can't be seen than on the 

things that can be seen. Make a list of all the areas in 

your life you believe have eternal value. Pray 

through every item on the list, asking God to help 

make them the most important priorities to you. 
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Greetings fellow members of Redeemer, 
 

We know it has been a crazy four months in this country and world in   

regards to how Corona Virus-19 has impacted our society, how we      

function, and how we do, or do not do many of the activities that we are 

so accustomed to performing.  Our congregation is no different with how 

we have been impacted. When businesses and churches were forced to 

close their doors last spring, we began to offer our services to be viewed 

in an on-line manner and also in our parking lot on Sunday mornings.  On 

the first of June we were granted permission by our governor to begin 

worshiping inside our church once again but had to follow strict guide-

lines pertaining to suggested social distancing and sanitary measures 

made available by our public health departments.  Communion is a      

sacrament that we enjoy participating in regularly at Redeemer, but we 

have had to change the way we administer the elements to be as aseptic 

as possible while still respecting the proper way that they are to be       

administered. The past couple of weeks we have offered the elements 

with two different choices for which the communicant could receive them.  

One way has been for the communicant to choose the individual packets 

that have the bread wafer and wine secured in a sanitary package.  The 

other option has been for the communicant to take the bread wafer and 

wine cup that were placed on an individual “plate” for administration so 

they would not have to worry about opening up the package to get to the 

elements.  We recognize that this is not the normal way that we have   

distributed communion in the past and is much different from what our 

custom has been.  However, we take very seriously the role and           

responsibility we have to offer communion with the health, safety, and 

well-being of our communicant members and pastors in mind.  With this 

in mind, the board of elders have unanimously agreed that we will        

continue to administer the sacraments with these two options available 

for the communicant to choose from.  In addition, the next set of        

communion packets that we   order will come in a different style of      

package that we hope will be easier for the members to open and use.  

We are also continually trying to improve how we usher our members 

forward to the Lord’s Table in a manner that respects social distancing 

guidelines not only for the people going forward but also for those sitting 

in the pews.  Let us pray that this virus will soon go away, and we can 

enjoy worshiping together in the ways that we are so accustomed to!  In 

the meantime, we ask for your patience and understanding as we         

continue to identify and refine the proper and best ways to worship in as 

safe of a manner as possible. 
 

God’s Blessings, 
Jeremy Schram 
Board of Elders 
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This is a group geared towards Moms with school 

aged children. We meet the second Thursday 

morning of each month September through May 

from 9:15-11:15. During our formal meeting times 

we share a light breakfast and learn from a speaker, 

panel or video as well as small group discussion 

time focusing on a variety of topics specific to school aged children.  We 

also try to meet at least once a month informally with events that will vary 

from family nights, service projects or just chatting over a cup of coffee. 
 

If you are not able to attend the daytime meetings, please consider joining 

us for monthly evening fellowship events. Child care will be provided     

during the Thursday morning formal meetings as we know many still have 

younger children who are not in school yet. For more information call Tara 

Vander Weil at 224-2273 or 276-1125.  

 

 Mom’s Day Out 
 

We are still taking enrollment for our Mom’s Day Out  

program.  The program is open to any child ages 2 1/2  to 5 years 

old or entering T-K or kindergarten in the fall.  It is held each         

Wednesday from 9-11:30 AM.  The fall session starts on            

Wednesday, September 9th.   
 

You can also register to attend a 2 day-a-week  

program held Wednesday AND Friday. 
 

There is a non-refundable $15 registration fee, and the cost is          

$40 per month per child for the Wednesday only session and           

$80 a month per child for the Wednesday & Friday sessions.           

Registration forms are in the main office, or contact Tara at                

712-224-2273 with any questions.    

KinderCottage Preschool Fall Enrollment—2020 
 

Our KinderCottage classes will start Tuesday, September 

8th. We still have openings in all sessions: MWF AM Class:    

9-11:30, PM Class: 12:30-3 PM ( $110/month).  T-TH      

Classes-same time ($90/month). 

There is  a $35 non-refundable  

enrollment fee. Contact Tara at 

712-224-2273 with any questions.  
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Upcoming Events at Redeemer 
 

Fresh Vegetables & Fruits Wanted for Redeemer Food Shelf 
Each Friday, the Redeemer Food Shelf is open from  

9 AM to Noon. If you have extra produce from your 

home garden, please consider bringing them to      

Redeemer for the families that visit our Food Shelf. 

Produce can be brought to Redeemer anytime on 

Thursday or on Friday before 9 AM. Thank you for helping us help others in 

our community! Questions, please see Angie DuBois. 
 

 

Golf Tournament  
St. Paul’s Lutheran School’s golf outing is set for Sunday, 
August 2.  If you would like to participate in the golf            

fundraiser, as an individual or 4 person team, please call       
Pastor Senstad at 712.898.3053 for more information.  
 

                                              

St. Paul’s Lutheran School 
St. Paul's Lutheran School at 612 Jennings St. in Sioux City is now accepting 

applications for enrollment for the 20-21 school year. Yes, we are planning to 
re-open with on-site, in-person education while closely following CDC       

guidelines and protocols with the first day of class being Monday, August 
24th. We would love to have you bring your K—5th grade children to our 

school. “Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not     
depart from it. Proverbs 22:6” Registration will be Thursday, August 20 from   

1-5 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. For questions concerning enrollment please call the 
school at 712-258-6325 

Giving Statements 
Quarterly Giving Statements for members have been mailed. If you did not   

receive one, if you need an additional copy, or if yours has errors or omissions, 

please come see Angie in the office. Thank you! 
 

Christian Estate Planning 
Telling the good news of salvation through Jesus Christ is the mission of our 

congregation. Please consider including a gift to our congregation in your estate 

plan. Your gift can make a difference! For help in developing your Christian 

Estate Plan contact our congregation’s Christian Estate    Planning Counselor, 

Jim Schroeder at 515-490-7371 or jim.schroeder@idwlcms.org  
 

Please Like our Facebook Page  
https://www.facebook.com/Bibishopemissiontrip/ 

Follow us for great stories, pictures, and updates. Thank you! 
 

Please Like us on Redeemer’s Facebook page at (@RedeemerLC).  

https://www.facebook.com/Bibishopemissiontrip/
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Serving in August 2020 
USHER TEAMS:  

Thurs 6:30 PM: Harlan Feddersen,  

Sundays:  

8:30 AM: Team 3 (Gary Flammang, 

Mitchel Bauman, Gary Bumsted, 

Alex Erickson, Paul Fleckenstein, 

Bob Naylor).  

10:30: Team 7 (Nate Klaumann, 

Karyl Knecht, Al Joens, Melissa 

Joens)

ELDERS: Marty Delperdang 
  

PROPERTY CHECK: Anita Mack 

ALTAR GUILD: Roberta         

Timmons, Anita Mack, Emily       

Behrens; No Meeting 
 

COUNTING TEAM: 

Aug. 2 & 30: Team 1 (Buckley & 

Lessmann) 

Aug. 9: Team 2 (Mack & Hermel-

bracht’s) 

Aug. 16: Team 3 (Bobolz’s & 

Schmith’s 

Aug. 23: Team 4 (Fink & Hart-

man’s) 

 

Redeemer welcomes Kristine Schrad as our Assistant of         
Associate Pastor/Volunteer Coordinator, 15 hours weekly.   
Kristine has been a member of Redeemer for many years, along 
with husband Doug and two daughters:  Emily & Kylie. 
 

Her Office Hours vary, but mainly varied hours Monday—
Thursday. If you need to visit with Kristine, you can set up an 
appointment with her by calling or texting: 712.823.8593.        
Because of upcoming renovations in the Parish Hall, her office 
will be in the rear of the main 
church office. She also works 
part-time at Chic-fil-A. 

Welcome, Kristine!  
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Reading is Good for the Soul  
Check Out Our New Library Books  
  
     Redeemer  Library Committee:  

       Michelle Callahan, Diane Hartman,  

      Jeannette Johnson, Lageane Petersen,  

      Ann Peterson & Andrea VanPeursem   

Thief of Corinth 
by  Tessa Afshar 
First-century Corinth is a city 
teeming with commerce and charm. It’s 
also filled with danger and corruption. 
After years spent living with her mother 
and oppressive grandfather in Athens, 
Ariadne runs away to her father’s home 
in Corinth, only to discover a perilous 
secret. Though a Greek of high birth, 
Galenos is the infamous thief who has 
been robbing the city’s corrupt of their 
ill-gotten gains. When they befriend a 
Jewish rabbi named Paul, they realize 
that his radical message challenges 
everything they’ve fought to build, yet 
offers something neither dared hope for.  

 
Wishing on Willows  
by  Katie Ganshert 
A three-year old son, a 
struggling café, and fading memories are 
all Robin Price has left of her late 
husband. As the proud owner of Willow 
Tree Café in small town Peaks, 
Iowa,  she pours her heart into every 
muffin she bakes and espresso she pulls, 
thankful for the sense of purpose and 
community the work provides. When 
developer Ian McKay shows up with 
plans to build condos where her café and 
a vital town ministry are located, she is 
not about to let go without a fight. 

 

LARGE PRINT 

You’ll Get Through This: Hope 
and Help For Your Turbulent 
Times 
by  Max Lucado 
Though these unprecedented 
and challenging times may bring a 
load of uncertainty and fear that feels 
too heavy to bear, God gives us this 
promise: whether you find yourself in 
the pit of financial downturn, job loss, 
health crisis, or relationship stresses, 
God has a plan and a pathway for-
ward for you.  Pastor and bestselling 
author, Max Lucado offers sweet 
assurance, because he has seen what 
God can do.  
 

No One Ever Asked 
by Katie Ganshert  

When an impoverished school district 
loses its accreditation and the affluent 
community of Crystal Ridge has no 
choice but to open their school doors 
to bussed students, the lives of three 
very different women converge:    
Camille Gray—the wife of an         
executive, mother of three, long-
standing PTA chairwoman and    
champion fundraiser—Jen             
Covington, the career nurse whose 
long, painful journey to motherhood 
finally resulted in adoption; Anaya 
Jones—the first woman in her family 
to graduate from college, a brand new 
teacher at  Crystal Ridge's top        
elementary school, and unprepared 
for the powder-keg situation she's 
stepped into. Tensions rise within and 
without, culminating in an unforeseen 
event that impacts them all.  
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Kaely Quinn Profiler Series 
 

Mind Games: Kaely Quinn 
Profiler #1 
by Nancy Mehl  
Kaely Quinn's talents as an 
FBI behavior analyst are impossible to 
ignore, no matter how unorthodox her 
methods. But when a reporter outs her as 
the daughter of an infamous serial killer, 
she's demoted to field agent and 
transferred to St. Louis. 
FBI Special Agent Noah Hunter is 
surprised at how quickly his respect for 
Kaely grows, despite her oddities. But 
with a brazen serial killer who breaks all 
the normal patterns on the loose, Noah 
and Kaely are tested to their limits. 
 

Fire Storm: Kaely Quinn  
Profiler #2 
by  Nancy Mehl  
Kaely visits Nebraska to care for her 
ailing mother. She cannot help but 
notice suspicious connections among a 
series of local fires so she calls on her 
partner, Noah Hunter, to help find the 
arsonist. Together they unwittingly 
embark on a twisted path to a mad man 
who is determined his last heinous act 
will be Kaely’s death. 
  

Dead End: Kaely Quinn  
Profiler #3 
by  Nancy Mehl  
When a body is discovered in a field in 
Iowa, the police uncover fourteen 
additional corpses ranging from 20 years 
ago to the recent time. The remains 
point to a serial killer with an MO the 
authorities have seen before--Ed 
Oliphant, a man who has been in prison 
for over 20 years. After several failed 
interview attempts to discover if Ed has 
been training someone to be a copycat 
killer, the police turn to Kaely in St. 
Louis. She's always refused to confront 
her past, but if she wants to prevent any 
more deaths, she must come face-to-face 
with the man she's hated for years.   
 

 
 

NEW FROM MESU ANDREWS 
 

Love’s Sacred Song: 
Treasure His Love Series  
by Mesu Andrews 
Standing in the shadow 
of his famous father, young King 
Solomon wavers between fear and 
bravado, longing for a love that is 
true and pure--a love that can be 
his cornerstone. A shepherdess in 
the northern city of Shunem,     
Arielah has known since she first 
laid eyes on Solomon that it was 
her destiny to become his bride. 
But how can this simple           
shepherdess live as part of        
Solomon's harem? Can Solomon 
set aside his distractions to give 
himself completely to just one 
woman? Or will he let duty,      
deception, and the daily routine 
divide his heart?  Mesu expertly 
weaves the words of the Song of 
Solomon into this touching story 
of the power of love from a master 
storyteller.  

Living Lies: Harbored Secrets #1  
by Natalie Walters  

In the little town of Walton, 
Georgia, everybody knows 
your name--but no one knows your 
secret. At least that's what Lane Kent is 
counting on when she returns to her 
hometown with her five-year-old son. 
Dangerously depressed after the death 
of her husband, Lane is looking for 
hope. What she finds instead is a dead 
body. But when that truth hits too close 
to home, she'll have to decide if saving 
the life of another is worth the cost of 
revealing her darkest secret. 

Sunday Monday  Tuesday  

2  

8:30 & 10:30 AM Worship 

Online: Adult Bible Study 

Online: Summer Sunday School 

1:00-3 PM Sudanese Worship 

1:00 PM St. Paul’s Golf Outing 

3 
 

4 10 AM Staff  

  Bible Study/Meeting 

6:30 PM LWML Meeting 

 
 

9  

8:30 & 10:30 AM Worship 

Online: Adult Bible Study 

Online: Summer Sunday School 

1:00-3 PM Sudanese Worship 

10 
 

1110 AM Staff Bible 

Study/Meeting 

5 PM Aktion Meal/MWM 

6:30 PM ConnecTeam 

   Meeting 

 

 
 

8:30 & 10:30 AM Worship 

Online: Adult Bible Study 

Online: Summer Sunday School 

1:00-3 PM Sudanese Worship 

2 PM Deaf Worship Service 

 

17 

 

18 10 AM Staff Bible 

Study/Meeting 

11 AM Retired Educators 

    Meal/MWM 

23 Food Sunday 
  

8:30 & 10:30 AM Worship 

Online: Adult Bible Study 

Online: Summer Sunday School 

1:00-3 PM Sudanese Worship 

 
 

24 
 

 

25 10 AM Staff  

    Bible Study/Meeting 

5 PM Aktion Meal/MWM 

30 Mites Sunday 
  

8:30 & 10:30 AM Worship 

Online: Adult Bible Study 

Online: Summer Sunday School 

1:00-3 PM Sudanese Worship 

31 
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          Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

5 6 
6:30 PM Worship  

7 
9-noon  

Food Shelf 
 

1  
 
 

 

8 

12  
 

 
 

13  

6:30 PM-Worship 
w/Holy Communion 

7:15 PM 

Leadership 

Council Mtg. 

14 9-noon  

Food Shelf 
 

7 PM Movie 
Night 
Fundraiser w/ 
KinderCottage  

(6:30 PM 
Concession Opens) 

15 
 

19  

7 PM MS & HS Youth Event 

20 10 AM 

Thrivent Choice 

6:30 PM Worship 
 

21 

9-noon  

Food Shelf 

 

 

22 
 

 

26 

 

 

27 

6:30 PM Worship 

7 PM Elders Mtg. 

 

28  
9-noon  

Food Shelf 
 

 

 

29 

 

    
 EVERY SUNDAY: ( = Holy Communion Sunday)  
 

8:30 AM: Traditional Worship; 10:30 AM Contemporary Worship  

Online: Adult Bible Study 

Online: Multi-Generational Summer Sunday School 

1:00-3 PM & Online: Sudanese Worship Service 

Website: redeemersiouxcity.com      Facebook: RedeemerLC 

Youtube: Redeemer Lutheran Church Sioux City  
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August 2020 Missionary 

“Erin Mackenzie serves the Lord 
through The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod (LCMS) as a mission-
ary in the Dominican Republic. In this 

role, she coordinates the short-term 
team stragegy for the LCMS Latin 

America and the Caribbean regional 
mission team and its local partners 

 
August Bible Verse  

“But if we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus, his 
Son, purifies us from all sin.  

1 John 1:7 NIV 

Summary of July 

Leadership Council Meeting 
 

The Leadership Council met on Thursday, July 9, 2020 at 7:20 P.M. 
 

On Monday, July 13, at 7:00 P.M. Redeemer is hosting "A Real Conversation 

About Race" 
 

Strength Finders has completed its scheduled time with staff.  They will visit 

one more with various members of the congregation at a date yet to be 

determined. 
 

Plans are currently underway to begin Confirmation classes in the fall.  

Guidelines and procedures will be followed to ensure safety for everyone. 
 

VBS will be held virtually this year from July 13 – 17.   
  

The high school youth group is planning a pool party on July 19 and the 

middle school youth group is planning a pool party for July 26. 
 

Our church services continue to be a work in progress.  We want to keep 

the services meaningful to everyone while keeping everyone safe.  We    

continue to look at distribution of communion, ushering people out, and 

not gathering together at the end of services .  People have been very     

respectful and understand this as we continue to move forward with      

opening activities at the church. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:25 P.M.  

Even though 

we can’t pay 

for food or 

pharmaceutical 

items, we do 

have individuals who will 

shop and deliver your items.  

Just call 712.276.1125. 
 

If you or someone you 

know could use food, our 

Food Pantry is open on Fri-

days, 9-Noon.  Just bring ID 

and proof of address, and 

you will be served, as much 

as two times a month. 
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Endowment and Legacy Fund 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
 

The Fund’s purpose shall be to receive gifts and bequests and to use 

them for the mission and ministry of Redeemer Lutheran Church. 

 

The Fund shall be promoted and managed by the Redeemer Lutheran 

Church Endowment and Legacy Committee. That Committee shall     

consist of at least six appointed voting members of Redeemer Lutheran 

Church, the Treasurer of the Congregation and the Pastors of the      

congregation of Redeemer Lutheran Church. The Pastors serve as non-

voting advisory members. The Leadership Council of Church appoints at 

least six members to the Committee. 

 

The members serving on the Endowment and Legacy Fund Committee 

are: Gale Bobolz, Chairman, Pam Davies, Treasurer, Jayne Edwards, Janet 

Dorale-Hampf, Adeline Silliman, Lisa Gottburg, Larry Nelson, Keith 

Sudtelgte, Marcy Delperdang, Pastor Russell Senstad and Pastor David 

Zirpel. 

 

The Committee meets at least quarterly to receive and administer gifts 

to the Fund, review the investment of the Funds and make plans for Fund 

disbursements, and make plans to promote the Fund. 

 

Individuals who desire to support the Fund should designate that their 

gift is to Redeemer Lutheran Church Endowment and Legacy Fund. The 

categories of designated gifts include: Missions; Mercy and Human Care; 

Concordia Scholarships; General Operations; Church Building and     

Property; Youth and Christian Education; Church Staff; and Technology 

and Worship. Undesignated gifts will be used for projects recommended 

by the Committee. 

 

The Committee is to inform the Members of the Congregation of the 

purpose of the Fund and may arrange for the Member to meet with    

professional counselors regarding Charitable Giving, Wills, Bequests,   

Insurance, etc. James Schroeder, Christian Estate Planning Counselor for 

Iowa District West, is available to meet and advise anyone interested. 

 

We encourage members to make gifts to the Redeemer Lutheran 

Church Endowment and Legacy Fund. To learn more about this program, 

feel free to contact Pastor Russell Senstad, Pastor David Zirpel, Gale 

Bobolz, Chairman of the Committee, or any member of the Committee.  
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Cooking with Pastor Senstad  
 

  
 Hearty Beef Stew 
 Believe it or not, Autumn will soon be  

 upon us. And, what tastes better in the 

 cool of the evening than a good stew?  

 So, here is a favorite recipe of mine. It has 

 tons of flavor, thanks to its blend of herbs 

 and the addition of red wine and balsamic 

 vinegar.  

Ingredients: 

1-1/2 pounds beef stew meat, cut 

into 1-inch cubes 

1/2 teaspoon salt, divided 

6 tablespoons all-purpose flour,    

divided 

1/2 teaspoon smoked paprika 

1 tablespoon canola oil 

3 tablespoons tomato paste 

2 garlic cloves, minced 

2 cups dry red wine 

2 cups beef broth 

1-1/2 teaspoons minced fresh rose-

mary, divided 

3 cups cubed peeled potatoes 

3 cups coarsely chopped onions 

(about 2 large) 

2 cups sliced carrots 

2 tablespoons cold water 

2 tablespoons balsamic or red wine 

vinegar 

1 cup fresh or frozen peas 

Directions 
In a small bowl, toss beef and 1/4 teaspoon salt. In a large bowl, combine 4 

tablespoons flour and paprika. Add beef, a few pieces at a time, and toss to 

coat.  
 

Brown beef in oil over medium heat. Stir in tomato paste and garlic; cook 

until fragrant and color starts to darken slightly. Add wine; cook until    

mixture just comes to a boil. Simmer until reduced by half, about 5 

minutes. Stir in broth, 1 teaspoon rosemary. Bring to a boil. Reduce heat; 

cover and simmer until meat is almost tender, about 1-1/2 hours. 
 

Add potatoes, onions and carrots. Cover; simmer until meat and           

vegetables are tender, about 30 minutes longer. 
 

In a small bowl, combine remaining 1/2 teaspoon rosemary, remaining 1/4 

teaspoon salt and remaining 2 tablespoon flour. Add cold water and      

vinegar; stir until smooth. Stir into stew. Bring to a boil; add peas. Cook, 

stirring, until thickened, about 2 minutes. If desired, top with additional 

fresh rosemary. 

Enjoy!  Pastor Senstad 
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June 2020 
Baptism: 

 Emma Hartsell 
 

Junior Confirmation: 

 Ethan Bridge 

 Teagan Deitloff 

 Ashlyn Draube 

 Madison Engle 

 Terry McLaughlin 

 Ivy Mehlhaff 

 Kara Rosenthal 

 David Senstad 

 Jordan Shull 

 Tanner Siepker 

 Madelyn Wieling 

 Talan Willson 

 Benjamin Wittman 

 

 

Release per Members 

Request: 

 Richard & Susan 
    Bauer 
 Judy Day 
 

Death: 

 Dennis Hansen 
 

Released to other 

Lutheran Church:  
 Justin, Ellie, Kate,  
    Andrew & Penelope 

    Popeney 
 Madison Schellack  

OFFICIAL ACTS 

Dear Redeemer                   
Members & Friends 

 

On behalf of the quilting group I 

would like to thank everybody that 

made a donation this past year. Our 

quilting season was cut short because 

of COVID-19 but, we still managed to 

get 113 quilts made for Orphan Grain 

Train, 18 for Boys & Girls Ranch in 

Minot, North Dakota, and 20 baby 

quilts for the local hospitals. On July 2, 

we delivered the quilts to Norfolk, NE 

and at a later date, someone from the 

Boys Ranch will come pick up their 

quilts, possibly in the fall. We are    

accepting donations in preparation for 

the coming season but would ask that 

things be cleaned before dropped off. 

~ Thank you,  Judy Buckley 

June 2020 Statistics 
Date Church Communion Bible Sunday  
 Attendance Attendance Study School 
6/7 223    187 N/A  N/A 

6/14 216 N/A N/A  N/A 

6/21 311 165 N/A  N/A 

6/28 185 N/A N/A  N/A 

TOTAL 935 352 N/A N/A 

AVG. 234 176 N/A  N/A 

POTENTIAL 1,401 1,021 1,021 380 

PERCENT 15% 11% N/A N/A 

PRIOR YR. 21% 18% 2% 1% 
 

Membership:  6/2019   6/2020 

Communicants  1,204    1,200 

Baptized    391       383 

TOTAL 1,595    1,583 

Loss of 12 people (-.8%) 

Treasurer’s Report  Jan.1– June 30, 2020  

 Actual income:  $335,234 

 Budgeted Expenses:  $371,876 

 Difference: -$36,642 

 Percentage:  90% 

Bible Quiz Answer: 
A: See 1 Samuel 9 

~18~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LWML Leadership & Service Opportunities:  the following 

officers and chairs are needed for the 2020 – 2021 year.  Please 

prayerfully consider taking the opportunity to serve…contact    

Jackie Krueger at 712-251-8714 or kruegej@yahoo.com. 
 
 

 Redeemer LWML President 

 Redeemer LWML Vice President 

 Redeemer LWML Secretary:  Sylvia Johnson 

 Esther/Lydia Circle Chair 

 Ruth/Naomi Circle Chair 
 

…what does the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the Lord your 

God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with 

all your heart and with all your soul… (Deuteronomy 10:12)  
 

Serve the Lord with gladness!  (Psalm 100:2a) 
 

If you are willing to partner and share the responsibilities of 

the above leadership positions, all or any configurations will 

be welcome.  The future of our group is dependent upon     

individuals stepping forward to guide our participation and 

service to the Lord. 
 

August 4th at 6:30 p.m. Redeemer Parish Hall 
 

  Redeemer LWML 2020 – 2021 planning meeting to determine 

how we are going to “Share the mission of Christ”.   All input is 

welcomed as we move forward to determine the leadership 

structure, our mission of sharing the word, and service projects.    
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August 2020 Bibi’s Hope Update 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Christ, 

Bibi’s Hope Committee 

#HopefortheChildren     https://www.redeemersiouxcity.com/bibi-s-hope-main 

NEED PRAYERS – Bibi’s Words 
A note from Bibi – “Today I am sad.          

Corruption has gained ground in my country.  

The country has fallen so low.  The country 

will now be run by Islamists.  I need prayers.  

The kids need prayers.  My country needs 

prayers.” 

As I write this, I am thankful for a    

country where I have the freedom and 

choice to worship my Jesus Christ.  

Please pray for Bibi, the children and 

the people in Mali.  Please also give 

thanks and pray for continued freedom 

in the United 

States to   

worship as  

we please. 

Please include the orphanage in your daily prayers…. 

Please send prayers for the health of everyone at 

ASE-Mali orphanage and for the spread of       

Christian faith in Mali.  
 

If you have any questions about Bibi’s Hope 

Committee or the orphanage, please feel free to 

contact Kyle Schutte at 712-635-3834 or          

Pastor Zirpel.  
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Siouxland Hispanic Ministry 

‘Slow and Steady’ 

Patience is a virtue, they say, and like all virtues, it must be fostered; it 

doesn’t seem to come as naturally as we would like. This seems especially 

true in the ministry. A quote from Harold Senkbeil’s The Care of Souls:    

Cultivating a Pastor’s Heart comes to mind (a great read even if you’re not a 

pastor!): 
 

If we can learn anything from Scriptures and the ancient heritage 

of the care of souls, it’s this: impatient shepherds are their own 

worst enemy… Souls are not won or kept by hectic activity, but 

by steady, deliberate work in service of Christ Jesus, who is the 

real bishop and guardian of souls. Whoever wants to provide real 

help in Christ’s sheep pen had better keep one steady eye on the 

sheep and the other fixed on the Good Shepherd” (p.4). 
 

In spite of our tendencies toward frenetic busyness, slow and stead is 

what’s often needed. God will work through the tools He’s given us– His 

spoken Word proclaimed, His watery Word in baptism, and His tasty 

Word in the Lord’s Supper. Always the Word, the life giving promise of 

forgiveness and eternal life in Christ. These tools (we call them God’s 

“means of grace”) create and sustain faith because the Spirit promises to be 

at work through them. 
 

So, slow and steady brothers and sisters (you remind me well!). Let’s love 

our neighbors—slowly and steadily loving them; slowly and steadily serving 

them; slowly and steadily serving them; slowly and steadily building        

relationships where the love of Christ is shown and spoken about; slowly 

and steadily making use of the tools God has given us and promises to 

work through. He’s the Good Shepherd, and He gives us, His sheep, front 

row seats as we (and participate in!) His redemption unfolding...slowly and 

steadily. 
 

A couple of things to note: In last month’s newsletter, I mentioned that I was 

approached by an organization called “Community Response” and asked to 

be the primary contact person for all Spanish speakers in our area seeking 

aid. After receiving about 3 calls every day for weeks, we have been able to 

connect many families with financial aid, food, and other community        

organizations offering help. As I help them fill out the applications over the 

phone, I have the opportunity to introduce myself and our “Iglesia Luterana 

Esperanza” (Hope Lutheran Church). In addition to the physical needs, 

many ask me to pray for them. Some ask for a visit to their homes. I have 

started a new weekly study with Juana and her son, Cristofer, from El     

Salvador as a result as a result of these connections.  

https://www.redeemersiouxcity.com/bibi-s-hope-main
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Just yesterday, Growing Community Connections (a tristate effort to foster 

collaboration between all sorts of local organizations and non-profits) asked 

me to be a member of their board of directors. We will see what new   

connections and opportunities this leads to. Slow and steady!  

From left to right, meet Kristin,   

Dulce, Maurico, Jaqueline, and little 

Krista up front. They were excited 

to show me their weekly VBS        

activity-rain sticks, which were very 

fitting for our “Rainforest Explorer” 

theme. I meet with these kids every 

Tuesday for catechism. 

Fatima and Jasmine 

with a neighbor 

friend in between 

also showing off their 

VBS activities. Fatima, 

Jasmine, and their 

brother Angel (not 

pictured) study with 

me on Wednesdays. 

One more with Fatima, Jasmine 

and Angel filling their VBS bags 

with week’s activities. 

PRAYERS 
 

 Keep your prayers 

going for Carmen! 

She’s got 6 months of 

chemo left and we are 

praying for a cancer-

free future! 
 

 That our Lord would 

grant each of us       

patience in the various 

ministries in which He 

has called us to serve. 
 

 That our Lord would 

continue to open 

doors for meaningful 

connections with our 

Hispanic neighbors in 

Siouxland 

 
 

Our quarterly Siouxland 

Hispanic Ministry       

meeting will be:       

Tuesday, September 

1 at 6:30 pm. Come 

and join us! 

That’s it for now! May our Lord bless you 

and keep you! Thank you for your continued 

prayers and financial support of our 

Siouxland Hispanic Ministry!  Pastor Paul Flo 
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